

April Meeting Highlights


Twenty-five Waterways members & guests gathered at the Chartiers Country Club for the April 12th luncheon meeting.  James McCarville introduced Art Parker who will be revitalizing the Port of Pittsburgh Newsletter and Carolyn Lambert who is with the Studio for Creative Inquiry. Carolyn will be traveling the river collecting stories from locals that work and spend recreational time on the river. Jack Fournier introduced Rich Basci of Trinity Industries.
Coast Guard News
CDR Wyman Briggs highlighted the following issues: 

· “Operation Clean Sweep” will be concluding this month.  This program has provided a proactive approach to barge breakaway issues.  
· It was recommended that companies review their action plan to address high wind scenarios for fleet operations (micro-bursts).  High winds can create the potential of barge breakaways and companies may want to consider extra training to cover this scenario.  
· Training exercises are underway in planning for the scheduled All-Star Game at PNC Park.  Extra resources from Marine Safety Security Teams will be in the area not only for the All-Star Game but for the Regatta as well.  A picture of new standardized boats was distributed at the meeting.
· An updated Bump & Go Policy is attached to the newsletter.  Please take a moment to review. (See Attach2) 
· Port Security Grants totaling approximately $175 million will be available soon. (No matching funds will be necessary)  Anyone wishing additional information should contact Chief Morgan.
· Transportation Worker Identification Cards (TWIC) requirements are currently being finalized.  The program could require entire boat crews to carry this type of identification.  Implementation for this new program is being set for the end of September.  As additional information becomes available, it will be forwarded to the membership. 
Army Corps of Engineers

James Rockovich presented the attached report to the membership. (See Attach1)  COL Hill has been deployed to Louisiana for “Taskforce Hope” and will be working on the reconstruction of the levies.
National Weather Service

William Drzal presented the attached report.  (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
   James McCarville reported:

· The Annual Report was distributed to members at the meeting.  The Port is taking on an effort to inform the public regarding waterway issues and potential impacts to them directly.  
· The American Society of Civil Engineers is scheduled to submit a Lock & Dam Analysis report card.  The analysis will highlight the poor condition of local locks and dams and should be tool to explain the deterioration and need for repair/maintenance allocations.

· The All-Star Game could be a great opportunity to highlight local river issues.  The Port will be glad to partner with companies to promote river industry.

Navigation Committee Report
Dick Ehringer reported that the Coast Guard has requested a review of the Low Water Action Alert.  A report will be provided to Justin Covert of the Coast Guard next week.

A letter from the Navigation Committee of the Waterway Association will be sent to the Coast Guard regarding Certified Surveyors.  Companies are required to utilize Surveyors designated by their respective insurance companies.  It is the intention of this letter to eliminate any further issues regarding this subject.

Per a request from Dick, the following low water information is being included within the newsletter:


Currently, all Pittsburgh District major rivers are falling slowly and are averaging about 50% of normal flow levels for this time of year. All of the Pittsburgh District multiple purpose projects are in various stages of filling to reach their respective summer pool elevations; Allegheny Reservoir and Tygart Lake are above their normal pool elevation, and East Branch Clarion River Lake, Stonewall Jackson Lake, Youghiogheny River Lake, Michael J. Kirwan Lake, and Mosquito Creek Lake are below their normal pool elevation.  If the current trend continues, East Branch Clarion River Lake, Stonewall Jackson Lake, Youghiogheny River Lake, Michael J. Kirwan Dam and Reservoir, Berlin Lake, and Mosquito Creek Lake will not reach their respective summer pool levels before normal drawdown to maintain downstream flow targets begins. 

The District’s two largest multiple purpose projects (Allegheny Reservoir and Tygart Lake) are expected to reach their summer pool levels even with below normal precipitation.  As a result, minimum flow schedules are expected to be maintained throughout the summer and fall months along the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio Rivers.
Legislative Committee Report

Mark Devinney reported that there has been an underwater failure of the hydraulic piping that operates the lock gates at Allegheny River Lock and Dam 9. That piping is over 40 years old and despite the best efforts of our divers, cannot be repaired.  It must be replaced. There is no Maintenance funding for Allegheny River this Fiscal Year with which to perform that replacement. We can operate the lock gates, but only with Herculean effort and only by defeating the interlock and safety systems and doubling the number of operators.  Consequently, it is our plan not to open the lock for regular Navigation service until repairs can be made and the gates operated safely.

    The concerns about the maintenance and conditions of all the facilities on the Allegheny have gained attention at our Regional Headquarters (Division) level and the Senior SES and the Division's Chief of Operations are coming to personally see the river and gain a perspective of the needs of the system and the importance of the system.  Mark along with Dick Ehringer and James McCarville will be participating during sections of this visit.
Other Meeting Comments


Mark thanked everyone for their attendance and concluded the monthly meeting.
May Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for May 10th at the Chartiers Country Club. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, May 4th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting. 
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
May 10, 2006 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon: 


Seasonal Fresh Fruit Cup

Chicken Piccati


Rice Pilaf

Rolls and Beverage


Strawberry Parfait
Cost:
$20/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, May4th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 285-8347

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh


Newsletter





P.O. Box 534, Lyndora, PA  16045			        April 2006


Phone: 724-285-8347 Fax: 724-285-4999


Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org" ��cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org�					� HYPERLINK "http://www.wapgh.org" ��www.wapgh.org�








