Operations and Readiness Division





      13 August 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh - River Terminal Operators Assn.
SUBJECT:  August  13, 2003 Meeting 

REPORT ON LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS TO NAVIGATION

1.  The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays to navigation interests through 

15 October 2003.

Pike Island L/D, Ohio River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet is currently renovating the river wall emptying tainter valve and operating machinery in the 110ft x 1200ft lock chamber and the work is scheduled to be completed on 29 August 2003.  The small 110ft x 600ft lock chamber will be closed to navigation traffic during this work period; the 110ft x 1200ft lock chamber will remain open with minor delays anticipated.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 03-26)  
Emsworth L/D, Ohio River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will renovate the filling valves and operating machinery in the 110ft x 600ft lock chamber during the period from   08 September through 09 October 2003.  The small 56ft x 360ft lock chamber will be closed to navigation traffic during this 32-day work period.  The large 110ft x 600ft lock chamber will have a width restriction of approximately 105 feet as bulkheads will have to be set on the face of the middle wall inside the large chamber.  Intermittent closures, averaging 24 hours per week, of the large 110ft x 600ft are expected to occur during the setting and removal of the bulkheads.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 03-28)

2.  The following Internet sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information:


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:



http://www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:   

            http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil/current/
c. Pittsburgh District Navigation Notices:            http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/navrpt.htm                

3.  There have been an alarming number (13) of navigation accidents in the Pittsburgh District over the past eight (8) months with most of the accidents occurring during high water episodes and/or windy conditions.  We ask that navigation interests exercise extreme vigilance and take proper precautions during these extreme conditions to mitigate the number of accidents at our navigation facilities and to preclude major damage and the potential shutdown of the locks.                               

4.  Jim Edinger, Chief of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Operations Division, is retiring on  

2 September 2003.  A retirement luncheon in Jim’s honor is being planned for 22 August 2003.

JAMES J. ROCKOVICH, P.E.           
Assistant Chief, Operations and Readiness Division                                

RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh Meeting 08/13/03
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA
For the latest river and weather forecasts--www.nws.noaa.gov/er/pit
WEATHER RECAP
The heaviest rainfall during July was concentrated in the headwaters of the Beaver and Allegheny Rivers. Nine to twelve inches of rain were reported which is over 7.0 inches above normal. Rainfall averaged 5.0 - 8.0 inches in the lower Allegheny River Basin.  In the  Monongahela River basin rainfall ranged from 5.0 - 8.0 inches in the upper reaches of the basin with as much as 8.0 - 11.00 inches in the lower portion of the basin near the PA-WV border. Near normal rainfall of 3.5 - 5.0 inches was reported in the Ohio River basin. 

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation  was 6.01 inches which is 2.05 inches above normal. Temperature averaged 1.3 degrees/day below normal.
For the first 12 days of August temperatures have been 3 degrees/day below  normal, precipitation was 1.03  inches or .29 inches below normal.  Since 1 January 2003 precipitation at the airport is 26.10 inches or 1.65 inches above normal.

RIVER FLOWS

Heavy rain on 7-8 July produced a rise on the Monongahela River of 5 - 8 feet, and on the Ohio River of 3 - 5 feet. The Cheat River also rose 7 - 8 feet in a matter of a few hours. The upper Allegheny river rose 12-13 feet following the thunderstorms on 21 July with rises of 5 - 7 feet in the navigable portion of the river. This rise, in addition to a rise of about 5 feet on the Beaver River, produced rises on the Ohio River of 8 - 11 feet.  Widespread rain on 27 July produced another round of rises. The Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers rose 2 - 4 feet, the Ohio River 4 - 6 feet. At month’s end all rivers remained well above normal with at least eight gages reporting record high 7 day average flows in the Allegheny and Beaver River basins. 

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

High water potential is above normal on the all rivers in the region.  A widespread 2.0 to 2.5 inches of rain in 12 to 24 hours is needed to bring the major rivers to bank full.  

WEATHER FORECAST









Today: Partly Sunny. 30% Chance of Thunderstorms.  High 85.  

Tonight: Partly Cloudy. 30% Chance of Thunderstorms early. Low 65. 

Thursday: Partly Sunny and Humid.  High upper 80s. 

Thursday Night: Clear. Low 65.

Friday: Sunny. High 85. 

Friday Night: Clear. Low 65.

Saturday: Sunny. High 85. 

Saturday Night: Partly Cloudy. Low 65.

Sunday: Partly Cloudy. High 80-85.

Monday: Partly Cloudy. Chance of Thunderstorms. Low 60-65. High 80-85. 

Tuesday: Partly Cloudy. Chance of Thunderstorms. Low 60-65. High 80-85. 

The 8 to 14 day forecast is for near normal temperature and above normal rainfall.

The August Outlook is for near normal temperatures and rainfall.

The Sep-Oct-Nov Outlook is for near normal temperature and rainfall.                                                     
