

August Meeting Highlights


Forty-six Waterways and RTOA members and guests gathered at 911th Air Force Base for the August 10th meeting. Jim McCarville introduced Jenny Ferris, Cesare Ruggiero and Kelly Cottingham of Jeppesen Marine.  Gabe Centofanti also introduced Tom Nutero.  Special guests to the luncheon included:  Ashley Bryan and Matthew Kotsenas, 2005 Pittsburgh Maritime Association Scholarship winners, and their families.
Coast Guard News
CDR Briggs was unable to attend the meeting.  LCDR Russell Holmes, Executive Officer and Alternate Captain of the Port, highlighted the following issues: 

· The BassMaster Classic tournament went very smoothly.  Appreciation for the support and cooperation from industry was expressed.

· Waterways Action Plan: In cooperation with RIETF, the USACOE, and AWO, the Coast Guard is working to update and consolidate each area’s Waterways Action Plan for responding to high water and low water events.  A local committee consisting of representatives from the Waterways Association, the Army Corps of Engineers and the Coast Guard has been finalized to develop the Pittsburgh area annex to the Western Rivers Waterways Action Plan.

· All grounding incidents must be reported directly to the Coast Guard.  This enables them to work in cooperation with the Army Corp of Engineers for broadcast notifications and assistance in dredging allocation support.

· MTSA towing vessel inspections will be completed by the end of this calendar year.  All companies that have towboats that move MTSA regulated cargos, including petroleum and hazardous material, that have not had inspections completed are encouraged to schedule appointments with the Coast Guard.

· Nontank Vessel Oil Response Plans for self-propelled vessels 400 gross tons or greater are to be submitted by August 9, 2005.  The Information Bulletin is located on the MSU Pittsburgh website: http://www.uscg.mil/d8/mso/pittsburgh/docs/Bulletins.htm. Please take a moment to review this notice.
Army Corps of Engineers

Rich Lockwood presented the attached report to the membership.  (See Attach1)

Rich informed the members that the Army Corp’s website is posting all dock applications.  The dock design is to be completed by a marine engineer or equivalent along with marina mooring requirements.  Jack English raided a question regarding identification numbers for marina docks.  Rich will identify which governing authority is responsible to implement.  It was recommend that state requirements be reviewed.
National Weather Service

William Drzal presented the attached report.  (See Attach1)

Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
· The Charleroi groundbreaking ceremony was a success.  Jim McCarville thanked all the members for their support.

· As you know, the House and Senate versions of the Appropriations bills have different amounts set for our projects. The house has $50.8 million for the Lower Mon, $15 million for Emsworth emergency repairs and $0 for the EDM study. The Senate’s version has $46 million for the Lower Mon, $15 million for Emsworth and $25 million for the EDM study. This provides us with an excellent opportunity to urge our congressional delegation to weigh in with the conferees. Obviously, if we get $0 for the EDM study, we lose another year or more on that critical situation. Equally important, however, is that, if we get the $50 million for the Lower Mon this year, and a like amount next year, then we can complete the Charleroi lock wall contract in four years instead of five and build the capacity for trying to complete it all by 2016.  A letter will be circulated for signatures in an effort to impact our representative’s awareness and their vote.
· The Port of Pittsburgh will be sponsoring a SmartRivers 21-International Symposium on Inland Navigation in the 21st Century:  Challenges, Opportunities and Best Practices on October 2-4, 2005 at the Sheraton Hotel Station Square.  For additional information, contact Mary Ann Bucci at the Port of Pittsburgh.
· Jeppeson Marine will be working with the Port of Pittsburgh on the SmartLock Project.

Navigation Committee Report
Dick Ehringer reported that the committee reviewed a proposal for mile marker 101.6 on the Mon River above Decker’s Creek for a motor boat dock.  After review, no issued were identified on the proposed dock.  Also, the Action Plan Committee will hold a meeting on August 23rd.  The goal of this committee is to identify areas in Pittsburgh that create navigational challenges in high water/hazardous conditions.
Legislative Committee Report

Deane Orr was not able to attend the meeting.  However, Jim McCarville did address all the legislative issues under the Port of Pittsburgh report.
RTOA Comments


David McQuiston, President of RTOA, reported on the following:

· The RTOA database is currently being updated to insure efficient electronic dissemination of information.

· Scholarship applications will be distributed to the committee for review and selection in the near future.

Other Meeting Comments


Mark Devinney thanked everyone for their attendance to the meeting.  With no other business to discuss, the meeting was concluded.
September Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for September 14th at the Chartiers Country Club. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Wednesday, September 7th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting. 
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
September 14, 2005 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon:

  Menu:
Fresh Fruit Cup


Chicken Picatta sautéed with fresh mushroom, capers & lemon


Wild Rice Blend



Apple Crisp

  Cost:
$20/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Wednesday, September 7th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 285-8347

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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