

August Meeting Highlights


Twenty-two Waterways members & guests gathered at the 911th Air Force Base Picnic Shelter for the August 9th luncheon meeting.  Mark Devinney introduced William Porter, Scholarship Chair of the Pittsburgh Maritime Association.  At this time, the 2006 Scholarship winners were announced as being Emily Carpenter and Andrea Amos.  Andrea and her father Don were able to attend the luncheon and she was presented with her scholarship certificate.  
Coast Guard News
CDR Steve Wischmann presented the following report: 

· Transportation Worker Identification Cards (TWIC) produced over 2000 comments which are currently being categorized.  Many of the concerns are based on the financial impact to industry, the short comment time and the limiting factors for the hiring/maintaining employees.  A request for a comment period extension has been made.  To view the public comments go to http://dms.dot.gov, select simple search, enter document number 24196.
· Three regional companies made the initial cut for Port Security Grants.  These companies include: ERGON, Neville Chemical and Kinder-Morgan.
· On Friday, August 4th, the Coast Guard celebrated the 216th birthday of the organization.  A proclamation from Mayor O’Connor made August 4th Coast Guard Day in Pittsburgh.
Mark Devinney asked if additional communication with local Representatives and Senators was necessary to highlight major concern regarding the TWIC legislation.  CDR Wischmann agreed that any additional communication from industry regarding this important regulatory legislation would be beneficial.
Army Corps of Engineers

  Rich Lockwood highlighted the attached report to the membership. (See Attach1)  

  Col. Steve Hill discussed his three top items:

· Disaster Support – A record number of Army Corps representatives provided support to the efforts in New Orleans following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Disaster support remains a core mission of the Army Corps and Pittsburgh District’s significant involvement reinforces the benefits of sustaining engineering capabilities that can respond to national missions. 
· Commercial Navigation – The top three areas include:  1) Mon River (Charleroi Project) which is the largest project on the Corps schedule; 2) Upper Ohio’s EDM Study that will establish a system investment plan over the next three to five year; and 3) the Allegheny Initiative which will continue to look at alternatives for dealing with significant funding shortfalls on this river.  Lock 9 is currently out of service and resource issues will continue to constrain navigation.  A second Allegheny Initiative stakeholder meeting is on the schedule. 

· Budget – Budget constraints continue as a primary focus area and require our attention and efforts.  We all must understand the methodology for performance based budgeting and some of the risk and reliability indexing that will continue to form the basis for key resource decisions.  The 2007 budget may cause adjustments to the work schedule.  On August 15th while the Elizabeth Lock is dewatered, the Port of Pittsburgh along with the Army Corp of Engineers will be conducting tours of the flume area.  This is a must-attend event. 
National Weather Service

William Drzal presented the attached report.  (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
   Mary Ann Bucci reported on the following:
· On August 15th while the Elizabeth Lock is dewatered, the Port of Pittsburgh along with the Army Corp of Engineers will be conducting tours of the flume area.  Two tours will depart from the Elizabeth Fire Hall and are scheduled at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. with a buffet luncheon served at the Elizabeth Fire Hall.  Press & Congressional media alerts have been sent along with trade journal notifications.
· The Smart River Conference will be held in Brussels.  Please contact Jim McCarville for any additional information.
· A practicum update from the Carnegie Mellon University students will be made shortly.  This practicum focuses on furthering the SmartLock Project through the need of wireless data.
Navigation Committee Report

Dick Ehringer reported that the committee is currently dealing with a commercial dock procedure guide application.  The guide has already been rejected once and the committee will work with regulatory agencies to resolve issues.
Legislative Committee Report

Dean Orr was unable to attend the meeting.  No additional information was provided.
Other Meeting Comments


Mark notified the membership that the Man Overboard Seminar is scheduled for August 24th at the Mariner Hall near Campbell Transportation Landing.  An informational flyer is attached.  The Barge Breakaway Seminar is scheduled for Thursday, September 14th at the Mariner Hall near Campbell Transportation Landing.  An information flyer and agenda are attached.
CDR Wischmann also introduced Lt. Matt Meskun as a new member of the Pittsburgh Port.  

At this time, Mark thanked everyone for their attendance and the meeting was adjourned.
September Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for September 13th at the Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $20. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon.  Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, September 7th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.  
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
September 13, 2006 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon: 


Caesar Salad w/Fresh Mancini Croutons

Beef Stir Fry w/Asian-Style Vegetables over Steamed White Rice

Medley of Fresh Seasonal Vegetables

Pineapple Upside Down Cake
Cost:
$20/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, September 7th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 285-8347

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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