

August Meeting Highlights


Forty-two Waterways members, RTOA members & guests gathered at the 911th Air Force Base for the August 8th luncheon meeting.  Prior to the business meeting, Bill Porter introduced the 2007 Pittsburgh Maritime Association Scholarship Winners:  Eric Cheng, Nicholas Fleming and John Paul Spanbauer.  They were awarded their scholarship certificates and the explanation on how to receive reimbursement.
Coast Guard News
CDR Wischmann reported on the following:
· Congratulations were extended to the 2007 scholarship winners on all their accomplishments.

· The Man Overboard seminar was well attended and the Waterways Association was congratulated for the successful event.

· The Minnesota bridge collapse illustrated the potential of a potential terrorist incident.  The collapse proved to be based on structural issues; however, it definitely drew attention to the security of the waterways. 
· The third Marine Incident Summit produced a recommendation to Coast Guard representatives regarding meetings with tow boat captains to answer questions that they may have regarding regulations and various other issues.  These types of meetings are currently offered to the Huntington District industry members.  He thanked the Navigation Committee for its ongoing support and participation in the marine incident summits.  The next meeting is scheduled for October.
· A TWIC meeting will be held on August 21st at the Gateway Clipper Fleet.  Chief David Morgan is organizing this event and the announcement will be sent through auto-dialer phone system.

· Supplemental Port Security Grants will soon be available and more information will be made provided at that time.
· The Waterways Barge Breakaway Seminar will be held September 20th at Chartiers Country Club.  The course will have a managerial focus.  Agendas will soon be available.  The Coast Guard will be working closely with the Waterways Association to insure a successful event.
Army Corps of Engineers

Richard Lockwood presented the attached report. (See Attach1)  
National Weather Service
   
William Drzal presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
James McCarville reported on the following:
· The PA Rail Freight Assistance Program would be soliciting applications for grants in the next month. They have $11 million and SW PA, including a lot of rail equipped river terminals, have benefited from this program in the past. This time they have a lot more money than recent rounds. Parties can apply directly on line. If you have any questions, contact the PPC.
· The PPC is attempting to put together an application to help towing companies retrofit diesel engines to the extent that they improve air quality. Anyone with information on potential retrofits is encouraged to contact the PPC so we make an application sufficient to cover our needs. Stay tuned for developments.
 Navigation Committee Report
  
Dick Ehringer will be working with the Army Corp on a revised Navigation Notice on the Emsworth Closure.  He also warned members that the Mon River gauges are currently in great shape.  However, calls should be made on the Allegheny near Lock 4 to double-check gauge readings to insure that groundings do not occur.
Legislative Committee Report

Mark Devinney notified membership that the Water Resource Development Act did pass the House and provides over $20 billion in spending.  The 2008 Appropriation Bill has not been to Senate floor.  With no movement until after Labor Day, a continuing resolution will probably begin in October.
Other Meeting Comments


Prior to the scheduled membership luncheon, all WAP members received a copy of revised By-Laws to review.  It is required that a vote be taken to approve said revisions.  The revisions were passed with unanimous approval.

Please note that the Barge Breakaway Seminar is scheduled for Thursday, September 20th at Chartiers Country Club.  The seminar will have a managerial focus.
September Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for September 12th at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon.  Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, September 6th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.  
*At this time, David McQuiston of the RTOA held their business meeting
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
September 12, 2007 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon: 


Mixed Field Green Salad w/Raspberry Vinaigrette

Chicken Parmagiana/chicken with linguine, marinara and melted provolone cheese

Sauteed Zucchini

Double Chocolate Layer Cake

Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, September 6th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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