

August Meeting Highlights


Twenty-eight Waterways members & guests gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the August 13th luncheon meeting. 
Coast Guard News
CDR Wischmann reported on the following:
· LTJG Ben Chamberlain, a newly reported officer at MSU Pittsburgh, was introduced to the membership.  He will be serving a three-year assignment as Chief, Response Department, responsible for waterways management, boat operations, and planning matters, among other things.

· At last month’s meeting, a TWIC presentation was made to the membership that provided an update on implementation – there is nothing new to report at this time.  CDR Wischmann reported that the TWIC Enrollment Center will be relocating at the end of August.

Note: Upon further query, CDR Wischmann confirmed that the center is relocating on 18 August to its new location.  The new site address is as follows:

TWIC Enrollment Center

102 Broadway Street, Suite 400

Carnegie, PA 15106

· The seventh joint Pittsburgh/Huntington Marine Incident Summit is planned for September with no date set as of yet.  If scheduling conflicts persist, the meeting may be delayed until the next quarter at which time a two-quarter summit may be held to best accommodate everyone’s calendars.  

· CDR Wischmann reported that MSU Pittsburgh will be very busy through September with normal operations while hosting several large meetings including the Federal Region III Response Team gathering, the Western Rivers Area Maritime Security Committee meeting, and other key actions. 
· The Port Security Grant process continues with a smooth draft Risk Management Plan in review.  There will be a general membership meeting of the Area Maritime Security Sub-Committee on Thursday, 28 August to review actions to date and the way ahead for investment justifications and grant applications.
· The annual Waterways Action Plan (WAP) review and update is being conducted at Sector Ohio Valley in Louisville, Kentucky.  The WAP revision conference will be held in the basement cafeteria conference room of the Louisville Federal Building on September 10th.

The conference will start at 0830 and should last a good portion of the day.  The goal of this conference is to review and approved all suggested changes to the Sector Ohio Valley WAP.  Please ensure all suggested updates are sent to LT Wayne Reed at Wayne.E.Reed@uscg.mil by August 27th.
Note: Eunice Ratcliff has provided communication on this effort through the Navigation Committee.
Army Corps of Engineers
Richard Lockwood presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Questions were raised regarding draft restrictions at Lock 2 and Lock 4. Following the meeting, Richard Lockwood confirmed that no restrictions are currently in place.

National Weather Service
   
William Drzal presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Mary Ann Bucci reported on the following:

· A series of public radio announcements focusing on River Industry Awareness along with Boater Safety have been running on KQV radio.  The Port will continue these radio spots where affordable.

· The Port will be working with AEP on the RiverWork Discovery Program.  This program focuses on river industry orientation to children and also reaches the adults who bring the children to the events.  A River Discovery booth will be set up at Thursday’s Gateway Clipper docks in Station Square.  

· On August 28, a general membership meeting of the AMSC will be held at the Norfolk Southern. Duane Dave, the FEMA Program Director, will be in attendance to obtain feedback on the program and review the Investment Justification process.  Grant information will be posted on the Port’s website once the Risk Mitigation/Management Plan is approved.

Jim McCarville did notify the membership that the additional funding that Representative Murtha was able to obtain through the Appropriations Committee may contain language that would enable the Corp of Engineers to ignore the additional monies designated to the Mon Project.  The Waterways Council is monitoring this issue.

Navigation Committee Report
  
Michael Somales was unable to attend the meeting.  Eunice Ratcliff reported that the membership is receiving notification for navigational issues.  Also, the Navigation Committee is currently reviewing the resubmission of the Fox Chapel additional dock of 78 feet from current location.  This addition does bring the structure to the edge of the channel.  A site visit was conducted and a letter will be drafted with recommendations.  CDR Wischmann requested to be copied on this letter.
Legislative Committee Report
Mark Devinney reported that no appropriations have been approved and it is anticipated that none will be approved by the end of the year.  Operations would run through a continuing resolution based on last year’s budget figures.

September Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for September 10, 2008 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Our speaker will be Errin Howard of the RiverWorks Discover program.  Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, September 4th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.  
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
September 10, 2008 at Noon
Luncheon: 

Fresh Fruit Cup w/Honey Cream

Broiled Boston Scrod w/Lemon Herb Butter

Rice Pilaf

Strawberry Parfait
SPEAKER:  Errin Howard of the RiverWorks Discovery Program
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, September 4th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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