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Operations Division





                              
MEMORANDUM FOR WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION OF PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT:  August 2008 Meeting

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 31 December 2008.
New Cumberland L/D, Ohio River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Repair Fleet is renovating the middle wall emptying valve and operating machinery.  Work began on 5 August 2008 and is expected to be complete by 11:00 P.M. on 22 August 2008.  The Repair Fleet is staging the work from the small chamber thus closing the 56-ft x 360-ft lock chamber during the 18-day work period.  The large 110-ft x 1200-ft lock chamber is open to navigation during this work period. 
Montgomery L/D, Ohio River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Repair Fleet will perform repairs to the upstream middle wall miter gate, main 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber, as necessitated by an earlier navigation allision.  During this closure, a section of the boule’ dam maintenance closure structure will also be replaced.  Work is scheduled to begin on 3 September 2008 and be complete on 5 September 2008.  The 56-ft x 360-ft auxiliary lock chamber will be open to navigation for the duration of the work; the large lock chamber will be closed to navigation.

Dashields L/D, Ohio River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will be requesting a five-day closure of the main 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber to make repairs to the upstream middle wall miter gate damaged in a recent allision.  Closure of the lock chamber will be made in conjunction with the maintenance closure currently scheduled to begin on 10 November 2008 and end on 21 November 2008.  It will be necessary to lift the miter gate to make the necessary repairs; therefore, the proposed closure will necessitate closure of the main 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber for the period of 10 November through 14 November.  During this 5-day repair effort the auxiliary 56-ft x 360-ft lock chamber will remain open to navigation.  The main lock chamber will reopen to navigation on 15 November 2008 and the auxiliary lock chamber will be closed for the duration of the work through 21 November 2008.  
2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.


a.   Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt

b.   Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil
            c.   District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm                                                           

3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  
Pike Island L/D, Ohio River – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Repair Fleet will perform structural repairs to the dam gates at Pike Island L/D for the period beginning 15 September thru 17 October 2008. This work will have no impact to navigation. 
Events – The American Waterways Operators (AWO) meeting will be held in Chicago, IL begining13 thru 14 August 2008.  
Regional Management Board (RMB) and Regional Command Council (RCC) meeting to be held in Huntington, WV 27 thru 29 August 2008.  Pittsburgh District Senior Leaders, Colonel Michael P. Crall, District Commander, Lenna C. Hawkins, Deputy Commander (Civil), will be attending along with Richard C. Lockwood, Chief Operations Division, Pittsburgh District.
The Senior Leaders Conference was held in Pittsburgh, PA at the Omni William Penn Hotel 04 thru 08 August 2008.  All of the Corps Senior Leaders including Lieutenant General Robert L. Van Antwerp, Commander and Chief of Engineers, and Major General Don T. Riley, Deputy Commander where here and got the chance to see the District and the Infrastructure. 

Also on 04 August 2008, Brigadier General John W. Peabody, a northern Ohio native, assumed command of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' (USACE) Great Lakes and Ohio River Division (LRD) from outgoing commander Colonel Jeffrey C. Smith during a military ceremony in Pittsburgh.  Distinguished guests in attendance were Mr. Alan Poe of the office of Senator Arlen Specter of the state of Pennsylvania, Major General Don T. Riley, USACE Deputy Commander, Major General Meredith (Bo) Temple, USACE Deputy Commander for Military and International Operations, USACE Division Commanders, LRD's District Commanders and members of the Senior Executive Service.
                                                                          RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD    

                                                                         Chief, Operations Division      
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. of Pittsburgh Meeting 8/13/08

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

Temperatures were consistently near normal in July with average daily temperatures never more than 5 degrees above or below normal. There were only 12 days with measurable rain. Rainfall was near normal in the Allegheny and Monongahela River basins averaging 4.00 – 4.75 inches in July.  In the Ohio River basin rainfall averaged 3.0 – 3.5 inches or about 1.0 inch below normal. 

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 2.58 inches, which is 1.38  inches below normal. Temperature averaged 0.1 of a degree/day below normal.  
For the first 12 days of August temperatures were 2.6 degrees/day below normal and precipitation was 1.23 inches which is 0.09 of an inch below normal.  Precipitation since 1 January is 26.20 inches or 1.64  inches above normal.  

RIVER FLOWS

At the beginning of July rivers were near normal flows.  Widespread rainfall of 1.0 – 2.0 inches across the Monongahela River basin from 3-4 July produced rises of 3-7 feet on the Monongahela River and 2-3 feet in the Ohio River.  Scattered thunderstorms from 20-23 July resulted in rises of 2-6 feet on the Monongahela River and 1-3 feet on the Allegheny and Ohio Rivers. At month’s end flows were at or above normal.

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is near normal. Flows are near normal on the Monongahela River, 200 percent normal on the Allegheny River, and 150 percent of normal on the Ohio River. A widespread 2.5 to 3.0 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours will bring rivers to bankfull.  

WEATHER FORECAST

Today…Mostly cloudy. High in the upper 70s.
 

Tonight…Mostly cloudy. Low near 60.
Thursday…30% chance of afternoon thunderstorms. High in the upper 70s.  

Thursday night… 30% chance of evening thunderstorms. Low in the upper 50s.
Friday…30% chance of afternoon thunderstorms. High in the mid 70s.  

Friday night…Partly cloudy. Low in the mid 50s.
Saturday…Mostly sunny. High near 80.
Saturday night… Partly cloudy. Low in the upper 50s.
Sunday …Partly sunny. High near 80. 

Monday…30% chance of thunderstorms. Low in the lower 60s. High in the lower 80s.
Tuesday…30% chance of thunderstorms. Low in the lower 60s. High in the lower 80s.
8-14 Day Outlook…near normal temperature and above normal rainfall.

Aug Outlook...near normal temperature and flows

Aug-Sep-Oct Outlook…above normal temperature and near normal flows
