RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Association Meeting 08/08/2012

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

A dramatic turnaround…Pittsburgh International Airport went from the 9th driest June ever recorded to the 10th wettest July on record.  Rainfall was above normal for 26 of the 36 counties surrounding Pittsburgh.  Rain was recorded 20 days in July, with 8 days of rainfall exceeding 0.50 inches and 2 days exceeding 1 inch rainfall.  Monthly precipitation was 7.32 inches (+3.49 inches above normal).  In July, temperatures were above normal, averaging 4.1 degrees/day above normal. 
The county averaged precipitation deficits since January 1 have improved slightly, ranging from -1.50 to as much as -8.15 inches. July rainfall averaged between 2.8 and 6.8 inches across the area.    

Westmoreland and Indiana counties have erased their deficits and are showing slight surpluses since the beginning of the year.  The biggest deficits for the year remained across portions of the Allegheny, Beaver and Muskingum River basins.   
Beginning Jul 17th a significant weather system brought 3 days of spotty, but welcome rainfall to the region. A cold front sagged southward across region and stalled over Southwest Pennsylvania. Isolated reports of 2.50 inches or better rainfall in less than 4 hours prompted 10 Flood Advisories, 2 Flash Flood Warnings and 1 Areal Flood Warning.

RIVER CONDITIONS
Rivers in the upper Ohio River Valley remained low for much of July. Two rain events across the Northern West Virginia from 21-25 July produced rises of 3.5 to 4.5 feet on the Cheat River, and 2 feet or less on the Monongahela River.  Otherwise, rises on the District Rivers were less than two feet during the month.

The 7 Day Average Streamflows improved toward the end of July with stream flows in Western Pennsylvania, Northern West Virginia and Garrett County Maryland ranged from normal to much above normal. Across Eastern Ohio, the 7 Day Average Streamflows improved slightly less with 6 locations normal and 5 below normal.

The rainfall typically generally slowed the drawdown at many of the reservoirs. Tygart saw a 16 foot increase to above summer pool.  Conemaugh, Crooked Creek and Loyalhanna saw smaller increases.  

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

For this time of the year flows on the Allegheny are 96% of normal, the Monongahela 130%, and the Ohio 80%.  A minimum of 3.00 to 4.00 inches basin wide rainfall in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring rivers to bank full. High water potential remains well below normal. 

Outlook for next 2 week suggests 2 to 2.5 inches of rain possible over the region.  The tropics are becoming active with Tropical Storm Ernesto. 

WEATHER FORECAST
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8-14 Day Outlook…Above normal temperatures and near normal rainfall.

30 Day Outlook...Above normal temperatures and near normal rainfall.

Aug-Sep-Oct Outlook…Above normal temperatures and near normal rainfall

Oct-Nov-Dec Outlook… Above normal temperatures and near normal rainfall
Dec-Jan-Feb Outlook… El Nino may form... Above normal temperatures and below normal rainfall
