U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh                                                       DECEMBER 12, 2012
Operations Division
MEMORANDUM FOR:  WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION OF PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT: December, 2012 Meeting
ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1. LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS 
The auxiliary chamber at Braddock L/D is out of operation, due to a deteriorated hydraulic line.  There should be minimal delays to navigation.  Repairs will be accomplished in FY-13.
The Repair Fleet has been working on dam gate remedial fixes, at Montgomery L/D.  Two gates have been repaired and the third gate is currently being worked on.  There will not be any delays to navigation.    Don Fogel will discuss the new maintenance schedule, for the remainder of the year.
Gravity blocks still remain in the small chamber at Montgomery L/D.  These will be removed when the Repair Party departs Montgomery L/D.  The small chamber will remained closed to navigation until that time.

The auxiliary chamber at Hannibal L/D is currently out of operation due to a hydraulic leak in the control station.  The lock crew and Repair Party are currently working to effect repairs.  The auxiliary chamber should be back in operation within two weeks.

2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES 


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil 
            c. District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm 
      d.LPMS Public Web Site:  http://corpslocks.usace.army.mil/
3. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Notice is hereby given that the USACE – Pittsburgh District will no longer send Notices to Navigation Interests by e-mail.  In order to view these notices, you must access the USACE – Pittsburgh District web page at www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm.
USACE will continue to send electronic version of Notices to Navigation Interests to USCG (United States Coast Guard) and the Waterways Association.
River Navigation Charts are available by calling the Government Printing Office Book Store at 866-512-1800.
                                                                             /signed/
                                                                       JAMES R. FISHER
                                                                       Acting Chief, Operations Division
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Association Meeting 12/12/2012

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

For Pittsburgh, November 2012 was the third driest on record with just 0.38 inches of precipitation.

A normal November receives 3.23 inches of precipitation. The month will be the driest month since 0.28 inches fell in September 1985. November 2012 will be tied for 11th driest month of all time. The driest month ever recorded in Pittsburgh was 0.06 inches in October 1874.

November temperatures were 3.3 degrees/day below normal with an average monthly temperature of 39.6 degrees.

RIVER CONDITIONS
The rivers in the Upper Ohio River Valley were slightly below seasonal norms. For most of month, rivers across the region were generally falling. The exception was the period of November 13 and 14th with rises of up to 4 feet on the Monongahela River. Rises on the other district rivers were less than 2 feet during November.

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

For this time of the year, flows on the Allegheny are 125% of normal, the Monongahela 200%, and the Ohio 150%.  A minimum of 1.50 inches basin wide rainfall in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring rivers to bank full. High water potential remains normal. The outlook for precipitation for the next 2 weeks suggests for about 1.50 inches for week 1 and about 1.50 for week 2. 

WEATHER FORECAST
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Outlook for the Holidays:  Turning cooler around Dec 17th.   Brief warm up Dec 22.  Rainstorm Dec 23 in the Ohio Valley then turning colder with rain changing to snow Dec 24th..    

Chances of formation of El Nino dramatically decreased.   It does increase our chances of a more active weather pattern continuing ahead and a more active flood winter 2012/2013 versus 2011/2012.

8-14 Day Outlook…near normal temperatures and above normal rainfall.

30 Day Outlook...near normal temperatures and rainfall.

Dec-Jan-Feb Outlook…Near normal temperatures and above normal rainfall

Feb-Mar-April  Outlook… Near or above normal temperatures and above normal rainfall
Apr-May-Jun Outlook… Above normal temperatures and near normal rainfall

Average Yearly snowfall Pittsburgh: 41.9 inches

2011-12: 37 inches

2010-11: 57 inches

2009-2010: 77 inches    
