Operations Division





                         9 February 2005
MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  February 2005 Meeting

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 30 April 2005.
Point Marion L/D, Monongahela River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will dewater the single 84ft x 720ft lock chamber to repair the lock gates and sills to assure proper bearing and alignment.  No river traffic will be able to pass through Point Marion during the 14-day work period from 29 March 2005 thru 11 April 2005.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 05-1)
2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.

a. Daily Navigation Conditions:



www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt

b. Current River Conditions:   

            wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil/current/

c. Pittsburgh District Navigation Notices:  
            www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm    
3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  
    The Repair Fleet’s planned schedule of lock maintenance work that will result in lock closures or delays to navigation traffic during calendar years 2005 and 2006 was issued in Navigation Notice No. 04-54 dated 22 December 2004. 
    The Pittsburgh District has drafted Emergency Action Plans for Locks and Dams 3 and 4, Monongahela River.  These plans have been completed in consideration of the extension of the Lower Monongahela River Project schedule through 2019.  The plans have been developed to recognize and mitigate consequences and improve the Districts response should a failure occur.   

In combination with these plans, the District will conduct an Emergency Action Planning Exercise on 1 April 2005 at the Floreff Volunteer Fire Hall in West Elizabeth, PA.  The exercise will be a full day event and will include an information session followed by tabletop exercises with participants from navigation, river dependent industry, utilities, local and state emergency agencies and other direct interests.  See attachment #1 for more details. 
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    The Pittsburgh District has drafted a lockage schedule for designated locks during the 2005 CITGO BASSMASTERS CLASSIC event scheduled for 29-31 July 2005.  Attachment #2 contains the event lockage schedule.  Please review the schedule and provide comments to me by 22 February 2005.
                                                                                                 /Signed/
                                                                                    RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD           
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RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh Meeting 02/9/05
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.erh.noaa.gov/pbz 
WEATHER RECAP

Two major rain events occurred during the first two weeks of January along with temperatures averaging from 10 to nearly 30 degrees per day above normal. From 4 – 7 January nearly the entire area received at least 1.0 – 2.0 inches of rain with a maximum of 2.5 – 3.5 inches of rain in the lower Allegheny, lower Monongahela, and upper Ohio River basins.  A second storm occurred on 11 -12 January with 1.0 – 2.0 inches of rain across the southern half of the region with a maximum of 2.0 – 2.5 inches in the lower Monongahela and Youghiogheny River basins. Overall, rainfall was much above normal averaging 5.5 – 6.0 inches, or 2.5 - 3.0 inches above normal, in the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio River basins.
At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 6.12 inches, which is 3.42 inches above normal. Temperature averaged 2.2 degrees/day above normal.  

For the first 8 days of February temperatures have been 7.2 degrees/day above normal and precipitation was 0.12 of an inch or 0.52 of an inch below normal. There has been a trace of snow in February for a seasonal total of 18.7 inches which is 6.5 inches below normal. Last year at this time the snowfall total was 42.5 inches.
RIVER FLOWS and ICE
Average flows were nearly the same at the beginning and end of January with near normal flows in the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio River. However, rivers began rising during the first few days of the month due to abnormally warm weather and snowmelt followed by heavy rains and flooding.  Currently flows are 100 to 150 percent of normal on the Allegheny and 70 to 100 percent of normal on the Monongahela and Ohio Rivers. Some shore ice reported above Lock 4 on the Allegheny River.
HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

High water potential is near normal through the end of February. Temperatures will remain at or below normal with no major rain events forecast at the present time. Groundwater levels are high, and soils are moist.  A widespread 1.5 to 2.0 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring the major rivers to bank full.    

WEATHER FORECAST









Today:  Periods of rain this afternoon.  Temperature falling into the mid 30s by evening.
Tonight:  Rain Showers changing to snow showers.  Accumulation 1 inch.  Low in the mid 20s.
Thursday: A 60 percent chance of snow showers.  Little accumulation.  High near 30.
Thursday Night:  40 percent chance of evening snow showers. Low near 20.
Friday: Partly cloudy. High near 35.
Friday Night:  Partly cloudy. Low in the lower 20s.
Saturday:  Partly cloudy. High near 40.
Saturday Night: partly cloudy. Low near 25. 
Sunday:  Increasing cloudiness. A 40 percent chance of afternoon rain showers.  High near 40. 
Monday:  40 percent chance of rain and snow showers. Low in the lower 30s.  High near 40.
Tuesday:  40 percent chance of rain and snow showers. Low in the lower 30s.  High around 40.
The 8 to 14 day forecast is for near normal temperature and precipitation.

The Feb Outlook is for above normal temperatures and near normal precipitation.

The Mar-Apr-May Outlook is for near normal temperature and precipitation. 
