

February Meeting Highlights


Forty-one Waterways members & guests gathered at the Chartiers Country Club for the February 11th luncheon meeting. Bill Porter recognized the guests:  Don Bewley of Brownsville Marine; Dennis Tollett of PPG; Chris Strager of the National Weather Service; Richard Bacsi of Trinity Marine; Dave Smith of US Steel Clairton Works; and Jim Brockman of Slippery Rock University
Coast Guard News
CDR Steve Wischmann reported on the following:
· Due to the recent warm weather, the ice formations on the river have improved.  Eunice Ratcliff, and the entire Nav Committee, was recognized for well managing the “one-calls” and ice reports over the last few weeks as we experienced significant icing and some high water in the Upper Ohio Valley system.

· CDR Wischmann introduced Petty Officer Jeff McConnell who will be working on the mariner licensing program, among other Prevention Department duties.  LTJG Douglas Kang was also introduced and he continues to work on waterways management issues.

· Cooperative enforcement of TWIC regulations continues; however, it is expected that all individuals requiring a TWIC card at each facility should be able to produce such a card or be escorted, as appropriate, under the TWIC program.  There is no new, additional information regarding TWIC readers and the future state of the program.

· Operation Big Tow has been completed throughout the Western Rivers.  This effort was aimed at verifying proper licensing of Pilots and Captains and results proved to be more than satisfactory with very few discrepancies.  

· The Port Security Grant Investment Justifications for the 2007 Supplemental funds have been submitted and the Area Maritime Security Subcommittee awaits their expected approval in the coming weeks.  The next AMSS General Membership meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 26 February at 1000 at the Norfolk-Southern Conference Room in Greentree.  

· CDR Wischmann notified the membership that he has orders to become the next Deputy Sector Commander in Buffalo, NY.  CDR Rich Timme, coming from Coast Guard Headquarters, will be his replacement.  The Change of Command is tentatively scheduled for June with an exact date to be determined.  
Army Corps of Engineers
Richard Lockwood presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
USACE presented several discussion items not covered in their formal report.

· USACE also reminded the Association of some dates and events that they should be tracking:

· Inland Waterways Users Board – 19 – 20 February in Vicksburg
· 2009 Inland Waterways Conference – 3-5 March in Nashville

· Forrest L. Wood Cup Tournament – 30 July through 3 August in Pittsburgh

· Bass Federation Tournament on the Mon River will be held July 25, 2009.

· Association members conducted a follow-on meeting immediately following the annual meeting in January to discuss the USACE concurrent closure proposal. The Corps is also considering a concurrent closure of the Emsworth & Dashields main chambers from July 6-24, 2009.  The auxiliary chambers would remain open during these repairs.  This work will be completed as part of a Corps of Engineers “regionalization” program with Huntington District providing support work to Pittsburgh in this scenario.  
COL Crall addressed the membership to discuss all the efforts in regards to the proposed stimulus package dealing with infrastructure that is being discussed in Congress.  Membership was encouraged to continue efforts to educate public & congressional members on infrastructure challenges.  He also discussed upcoming projects that highlighted that three criteria must be met before a project will be completed: 1) command control & safety, 2) Upper Ohio Valley must buy in, and 3) can not cost taxpayers more money.

Notification was also provided that beginning January 2009, the Pittsburgh District’s Notices of Navigation Interests will be available in electronic format only.

National Weather Service
   
William Drzal presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Chris Strager is the commander on weather flights that take aerial pictures of the rivers to identify potential problems.
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Jim McCarville reported on the following:

· The Port of Pittsburgh will be holding its annual breakfast on March 19th prior to the Traffic Club gathering.  
· Waterways Council has been very active in its support to obtain necessary funds for Lock & Dam infrastructure projects.

· Jim again encouraged members to contact their congressman regarding infrastructure project importance.

Navigation Committee Report
  
Michael Somales reported on the following:
· The navigation committee had been dealing with ice-related issues.  However, with the recent warming many of these issues have dissipated.

· The concurrent lock closure of Emsworth and Dashields was discussed and it was highlighted that this will be an 18-day closure instead of two (2) 18 day closures.  The Self Help Program will be put into place.  Eunice Ratcliff has been identified as the industry representative and staff will work 24 hours to maintain queue.
· Pittsburgh district is strong in partnership relations in order to operate efficiently and effectively.
· Issues remain regarding the Fox Chapel Marina permit request.  An actual site visit was completed to determine safety issues for industry.  After review, the navigational concerns and earlier objections still apply and a meeting will be requested with Fox Chapel management to discuss.  CDR Wischmann will also be completing a risk assessment in regards to this permit request.
Legislative Committee Report
Dave McQuiston report on the following:
· The Annual DC trip dates have been identified as February 24-25th and plans are currently underway to schedule the legislative visits and to attend the WCI Leadership Award Dinner on February 25th.  Delegates will also be attending a retirement dinner for Barry Palmer on Tuesday evening (February 24th)
· A continuing resolution continues with no proposed budget currently being reviewed due to the emphasis on the stimulus package.

Education Committee Report

Dan Lacek, Chair, was unable to attend the meeting.  Bill Porter provided a brief summary:

· Committee members consist of Daria Schwartz, Mary Ann Bucci and Chuck Minton.

· High School Guidance counselors have been contacted to promote river industry career opportunities.

· Our Association will continue to explore partnerships with groups such as River Works Discovery Program to continue public promotion of river careers and opportunities.
Other Meeting Comments

   James Brockman, Director of Workforce & Professional Development, at Slippery Rock University was introduced to the membership and presented information regarding to various training courses that have been developed and are attached for your review.
March Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for March 11, 2009 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, March 5th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.  
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
March 11, 2009 at Noon
Luncheon: 

Caesar Salad w/Mancini Croutons
Chartiers Chicken – Lightly breaded and stuffed w/ herbed Boursin-Style Cheese

Wild Rice Blend

Chocolate Cream Pie
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, March 5th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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