

July Meeting Highlights

Twenty-nine Waterways members & guests gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the July 14th luncheon meeting. Bill welcomed Gretchen Chamberlain, AEP River Operations, back into the association.
The following information was provided to the membership:

· The Man Overboard Seminar will be held on Thursday, July 15th at the Floreffe Fire Hall.  Currently, there are 120 individuals registered to attend this annual seminar.

· The Quarterly Board meeting was held on Tuesday, July 13th and many of the reports submitted at this meeting will be heard during today’s presentations.  The Association continues to maintain financial strength during these difficult economic times.

Coast Guard News

LCDR Scott Higman, Acting Captain of the Port reported on the following:

· Special thanks to the Association for their steady and continued partnership in water safety. The value of that kind of partnership is highlighted in times like now when the Coast Guard surges to support the crisis surrounding the Spill of National Significance (SONS) in the Gulf of Mexico. Five members of MSU Pittsburgh’s staff have been deployed to assist for 60 days and the MSU is operating at lower staffing levels so your cooperation in working through navigation related issues is greatly appreciated.

· LCDR Higman solicited feedback from the Three Rivers Regatta from the membership to draw out any issues that may have arisen during this annually occurring marine event.  Eunice Ratcliff noted that during the barge fireworks set-up there was difficulty moving through the recreational boats in the area.  There was no issue during removal.  No other issues were brought to the Coast Guard’s attention.  However, Three River Regatta Vice-Chair, JD Fogarty, thanked the Coast Guard for all their hard work during this annual event.

· An investigation regarding the capsizing of the Duck sightseeing vessel in Philadelphia is underway.  A barge and a passenger vessel collided resulting in two casualties. With six passenger DUCKYs operating in Pittsburgh, the local Coast Guard unit is following the case closely and will apply any lessons learned once the investigation is complete.

· The Bellaire Bridge project is currently on hold awaiting submission of the full Demolition Action Plan.

· ENS Robyn Hoskins was introduced as the new Chief of Waterways Management.  She will be responsible for marine event coordination.  ENS Hoskins reviewed the current Marine Event Schedule with the membership.

Army Corps of Engineers
Dave Sneberger presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Eunice Ratcliff inquired how long the requirement of four deckhands to lock through Braddock might be in place.  Dave will check into this question and confirm the findings directly with Eunice.

National Weather Service
Bill Drzal was unable to attend the meeting due to an illness. The attached report was made available to the membership.(See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Jim McCarville presented the following report:

· The 2007 Port Security Grants have been released. (See Mary Ann Bucci for details).

· The EPA will announce a $1.1 million grant to the Port of Pittsburgh Commission at 10AM, July 28th  at the RiverQuest dock to repower four privately owned diesel engines into cleaner, more efficient ones.  A formal announcement from the Port will be sent shortly. It will be important to show industry support for this program if industry thinks it is important to continue to receive such funds.(See Mary Ann Bucci or JD Fogarty for details.)

· The Port has received two unsolicited proposals to apply for Tiger Grants.  The Port is considering whether this meets its mission, and, if so, would entertain other proposals consistent with its mission as well.

Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff reviewed the attached navigation report with the members.  Due to low water conditions, operators should remain vigilant and proactive to this potential problem. (See Navigation Attachment)
Legislative Committee Report
David McQuiston reported on the following:

· The Capital Development Plan submitted by the User-Board continues through the various committees.  Initial responses to the funding proposal appear to be favorable.

· The Appropriations Bill is currently stalled in the legislature.  It is unclear as to when this issue will be addressed.

· During the Congress’s 5-week recess in August, local representative office visits are going to be scheduled.  Anyone interested in participating in these visits are encouraged to contact Bill Porter directly.

· In response to the Gulf crisis, several legislative proposals have currently been announced.  At this time, the impact from these proposals on brown water is unknown.  

· Additional monies were made available to the Army Corp of Engineers for O & M.  However, it appears that much of these funds will be used primarily to dredge the Mississippi.

Education Committee Report
Dan Lacek reported that the Education Committee has partnered with Errin Howard of RiverWorks Discover (RWD) to conduct a fall Career Awareness Event aboard the Gateway Clipper Fleet.  RiverQuest (RQ) is a provider of the RWD program in Pittsburgh, sponsored by the Port of Pittsburgh Commission; RQ has been included to provide an educational and engaging group curriculum presentation.  The goal of the event is to provide high school students with new information on waterway career opportunities, and to provide additional opportunities for students to meet with waterway professionals.  Participation for the event will be solicited from the Mon Valley School Districts along with the Mon Valley Education Consortium to seek individuals from the smaller school systems and river communities.  RiverQuest has relationships with school administrations in river communities in Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver and Greene counties and can help facilitate communication.  Dan will also be seeking industry volunteers to address the attendees. 

It was mentioned that the Association is considering sponsoring or developing a Deckhand Training Class similar to one offered by Marshall University.  Dan will continue to pursue this potential opportunity for the Association.

Final Comments

SAVE THE DATE

A Joint Membership Meeting will be held with the Huntington District on October 19, 2010 at the Lafayette Hotel in Marietta, OH.  Please mark your calendars accordingly.

August Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for August 11, 2010 on the Gateway Clipper Fleet. The boat will be docked at the Delta Queen Dock.  Parking is available in what is known as the “Gold Lot” which is across from the Bettis Grille.  The boat will remain docked during the luncheon.  Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, August 5th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.

Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Gateway Clipper Fleet/Delta Queen Dock – North Shore
August 11, 2010
Picnic Luncheon: 


Hot Dogs w/Condiments


Oven Fried Chicken Breast  


Molasses Baked Beans

Corn Cobbettes


Potato Salad


Chilled Watermelon Wedges


Apple Cobbler


Ice Tea & Lemonade 

Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, August 5th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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