

July Highlights

Forty-five Waterways members and guests gathered aboard the Gateway Clipper boat Princess for the July 13, 2011 luncheon meeting.  
Mike Somales introduced Sandie Egley, President of the Pittsburgh Maritime Association to present the 2011 Scholarship Certificates to winners:  Abby Bartus, Daniel Bucci, Krystal Gwynn and Jessica Hynek. 

Coast Guard News

CDR Rich Timme reported on the following:

· The July Marine Events and Closures did provide some challenges yet yielded no incidents with a special recognition of thanks to the industry partners.
· Individual Harbor Safety Committee Award Certificates have been provided to all Waterways board members.  Pittsburgh is in considered to host next year’s conference.

· LCDR John Dittmar was again recognized as replacing Scott Higman.

· An updated Marine Events/Closure report was provided to attendees.

Army Corps of Engineers
Chris Johnson presented the attached report. (See Attach1)  He also introduced the new Deputy District Engineer,LTC Christopher Riemer to the members present.
Grays Landing L/D is scheduled for a reduced dewatering for 12 days (down from 40 days) beginning August 22 through Sept. 2, 2011, work is scheduled to remove, inspect and repair the bulkhead.  The river will be closed to traffic for this time period.

Discussion continues in regards to the Morgantown & Montgomery closures. Timing/Dates should be finalized shortly.

The US Army Corp of Engineers invite you to join the Mississippi River Commission and Pittsburgh District as they tour Monongahela River Locks & Dam 4 on Saturday afternoon, August 6, and Emsworth Locks & Dams on Sunday morning, August 7.  Tour participants will meet at the Wyndham Grand Pittsburgh Hotel at 600 Commonwealth Place where group transportation will be provided to the tour sites.  Anyone wishing to obtain additional information or to attend one or both tours must pre-register by phone (412-395-7103) 0r email (Karen.L.Auer@usace.army.mil) no later than Monday, July 25, 2011.

National Weather Service
Bill Drzal provided the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Jim McCarville presented the following information:

· Lock & Dam funding is currently at a legislative impasse.  Not activity has occurred on this budget item.
· The Port of Pittsburgh Commission member Rex Woodward continues to work on a Request for Proposal on broadband wireless communication funding for the rivers.

· A Strategic Planning meeting will be scheduled shortly in regards to future funding for Port activities.

· A dinner will be held in conjunction with the Mississippi River Commission visit at the LeMont Restaurant the evening of Saturday, August 6th.  Further information will be forwarded to the membership shortly or if anyone is interesting in attending this dinner should contact Mary Ann Bucci directly.

Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff was unable to attend the meeting.  Mike Somales provided the following recap:
· Grey’s Landing maintenance schedule is currently being reviewed with the US Army Corp.

· No incidents were reported during the annual Three Rivers Regatta.
· River closures included recent President Obama visit and the Charleroi Bridge Demolition.
Legislative Committee Report
David McQuiston was unable to attend the meeting.  The report below was provided at the July 12th Board meeting.
· Negotiations between the President and Congress relating to the debt ceiling issue is consuming everyone’s time in Washington at present.  It appears that action on tax and appropriation issues is dependent upon the result of the debt ceiling negotiations.  There is no particular end in sight with respect to these negotiations, although the rumors are that an outline of an agreement may be coming by this week.

· The House of Representatives claims to be intent upon moving some of the FY 2012 appropriations bills before the august break with the Defense appropriations bill currently being considered.  There is some hope that the Energy and Water Development appropriations bill may be taken up before the break.  This week it is expected that the House will pass legislation regarding the funding of the Army Corp of Engineers civil works programs.  The Energy and Water Development Subcommittee has reported that $4.7 billion will go to the ACOE for construction, rehabilitation, operation and maintenance.  This is $88 million less than appropriated for FY 2011 but $195 million more than the President requested.  As in previous years, the House report lists its recommendations for construction O & M etc but because of the earmark ban the report included funding only for those projects in the President’s budget.  Thus far there has been no action in the Senate on its companion appropriations bill.  Because of this circumstance as well as the fundamental differences between the House and Senate, many Washington observers believe it unlikely that Congress will pass a 2012 appropriations bill before the end of the fiscal year-once again necessitating one or more “continuing resolutions” to continue the functions of government including the ACOE.

· There currently appears to be what some are referring to as a “stunning silence” in Congress concerning the Capital Development Plan to replenish the Inland Waterways Trust Fund.  However, in our recent conference call with Waterways Council, they continue to believe that the consensus-based plan that was formulated and proposed is not dead and we are encouraged to contact our congressman and senators requesting that they communicate with the leadership of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee to urge them to include the Inland Waterways Capital Development Plan in the maritime section of the House Transportation Bill that is currently being drafted.  A sample letter was drafted by WCI for that purpose.  We may wish as an association to send this letter to our congressional delegation and urge them to maintain the fight for this Capital Development Plan.

Education Committee Report
Ryan Newton provided the following report:

· The summer event has been scheduled for the morning on Monday July 25th, 2011. There will be about 50 students total coming from two different programs, as well as some individual registrants. 

· Again, the fall program date has been set for the morning on Tuesday October 25th, 2011. A copy of the flyer has been attached. Please pass this information on to any school contacts you may have.
· Riverworks Discovery is partnering with a terminal in Mobile, AL that wants to do a similar program. We will be working with them to get their program started. We were included as a sponsor in the Riverworks Discovery advertisement on the rear cover of a recent Waterways Journal.

· We continue to look for volunteers and support for the program. If you are interested in helping out please contact Ryan at rnewton@gatewayclipper.com or 412-355-7929.

Other Meeting Notes:

Man Overboard Seminar is scheduled for Thursday, July 24th at the Floreffe Fire Hall.  If you are not yet registered, please contact Cheryll as soon as possible.
The PMC Wallagazzam is scheduled for Friday, July 25th at the Moon Township Rotary Shelter.  Reservations are still be accepted at this time but you must contact Cheryll as soon as possible to be included.
August Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for August 10, 2011 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, August 4, 2011 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.

Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
August 10, 2011

Menu:

Fresh Fruit Cup with Honey Cream

Penne Diablo – penne pasta tossed with spicy banana peppers, onions, mushrooms, tomato, garlic and olive oil.


Sauteed Mushrooms


Coconut Cream Pie

Coffee, tea or ice tea 

Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, August 4th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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