

July Highlights

Forty-four (44) members and guests gathered aboard the Gateway Clipper Fleet’s Princess for the July 10, 2013 luncheon meeting.  Prior to the meeting, the 2013 scholarship winners were recognized by Sandie Egley, President of the Pittsburgh Maritime Association and William Porter, member of the Pittsburgh Maritime Association.  
Coast Guard News

CDR Lindsay Weaver reviewed the attached report.  Other comments included:

· Introduction of LTJG Devin Adams who comes to Pittsburgh from the CG Cutter MOBILE BAY, an icebreaking tug out of Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin.  LTJG Adams has experience with maintaining aids to navigation in Green Bay and upper Lake Michigan.

· Feedback is requested on the handling of the Three Rivers Regatta.  Anyone with comments can email Eric.S.Jesionowski@uscg.mil.

· Eunice Ratcliff and the WAP Navigation Committee were recognized for their efforts in disseminating the security alert drill notification during the Area Maritime Security Exercise on June 24, 2013.

· A fleet letter from the Admiral to Bruce McConkey and Albert Aloia of CONSOL was presented to highlight the milestone of 100% fleet inspection completion.
Army Corps of Engineers
Dane Summerville, Supervisory Operations Specialist (Allegheny) reviewed the attached report.
National Weather Service
Joe Palko provided the attached report. 
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
James McCarville presented the following information:

· Introduction of Ricardo Reis, an intern working with Pittsburgh Port Technology, Inc. an affiliate non-profit subsidiary of the Port of Pittsburgh 
Commission. This organization is expected to help manage parts of the Wireless Waterway Project and has already been named in grants from Foundations to conduct a feasibility study for a Marine Vessel LNG Corridor study. It can accept funds from foundations, corporations and out of state entities. 
· Foundation grants have already been received for the LNG study for the Pittsburgh region.

· CMAQ applications have been received and are being reviewed by PennDOT. 

· Initial testing on the Wireless Waterways System test bed was completed in June.  Several tests can prove to be beneficial to industry such as mapping river bottom capability.  CONSOl and Campbell Transportation were recognized for their participation in the testing process.
· The Pennsylvania legislature failed to pass a transportation budget.  The Port can continue to operate for one more year but will begin curtailing activities. It cannot continue to operate for two years at this rate. Any support members can express to state legislators would be appreciated.

Education Committee Report
Ryan Newton was unable to attend the meeting.  Michael Graham of the Gateway Clipper Fleet informed attendees that the Who Works the Rivers event scheduled for July 23rd has been cancelled due to low attendance.  Also, the Man Overboard Seminar is set for Thursday, July 11th at the Floreffe Fire Hall and the Barge Breakaway Seminar with a managerial focus will be provided at Chartiers Country Club on Thursday, October 10th.
Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff provided the following items:

· Due to the recent weather, several watches have been issued in regards to the Waterways Action Plan. Extreme caution should be utilized in navigation.
· The Navigation Committee plans on conducting additional educational opportunities to river recreations such as boaters, rowers and kayakers to provide a perspective on a tow’s blind spots and how to better transit around industry vessels.  Anyone with contacts with these types of organizations should contact Eunice directly.
· The Allegheny Stakeholders meeting date has been changed to later in the month at the Federal Building.  Issues addressed will include lock staffing and hours of operations.  Information will be sent to the membership when finalized.
· The Lock 4 chamber upper-end protection cell needs to be avoided at all cost.  This area is in fragile condition and any further damage may negate any repair process to date.  A catch line must be utilized to stop completely prior to entering the chamber.
Legislative Committee Report
Mark Devinney reported that the Senate moved a Water Resources Development bill (WRDA ’13) to passage and was approved.  However, no movement has occurred within the House.  It is believed that the Capital Development Plan supported by industry will be added to the House bill when addressed.
David McQuiston highlighted visits from Senator Casey who held a press conference to update the region on the WRDA bill and Representative Keith Rothfus who toured the Montgomery Lock & Dam.
August Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for August 14, 2013 at the Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, August 8, 2013 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club

August 14, 2013

Menu:


Fresh Fruit Cup w/Honey Cream


Chicken Picatta sautéed w/fresh mushrooms, capers and lemon



Wild Mushroom Parmesan Rice

Strawberries Chantilly



Ice tea, hot tea & coffee

Cost:
$25/per member
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, August 8, 2013 to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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