

March Highlights

Thirty-nine (39) Waterways members and guests gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the March 14, 2012 luncheon meeting.  John Dillner replaced Michael Somales who was unable to attend the meeting.  John Dillner recognized new members:  Tom Kairys of Butler Gas Products and David Brittain of Bergmann Associates.  Michael Wastchak welcomed new members Michael Cohen and Christopher D’Addario of Just Ducky Tours.  Also long time member, Randy Frankenberry was welcomed to the meeting.
Coast Guard News

CDR Rich Timme provided the following report:

· The Area Maritime Committee recently conducted a cyber exercise which included several federal agencies and industry members.  This exercise focused upon cyber security which is a new developing area of concern.

· Vice President Biden will be visiting Pittsburgh this Saturday to participate in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  Periodic river closures will occur based upon finalized travel arrangements.

· Due to the warm weather, boating safety season is expected to start earlier than last year, which was delayed by high water/river levels.  Industry members should provide awareness reminders to their personnel operating on the rivers that recreational boats will be part of the operating environment much sooner this year.  Also, the US Army Corp of Engineers will be placing lock and dam warning buoys out the first of April.
Army Corps of Engineers
David Sneberger presented the attached report. (See Attach1)  In addition, David reported that new electronic equipment is being installed at locks to improve communication levels with industry.
National Weather Service
Bill Drzal provided the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Mary Ann Bucci provided the following report:

· A total of $3.5 million of CMAQ funding will be available in a couple of weeks.  The Port is currently developing the application and procedures for approving and disbursing funds.  Two events will be hosted in Washington County and Beaver County to explain the program and distribute materials.

· The Public Outreach Program will be conducted during the Regatta co-sponsored with AEP River Operations for tours on AEP’s boat.  Tentative dates are July 1 and July 2n.
· Another round of funding for the Small Grant Program has been awarded.

· Sponsorships for the 2012 Joint Conference of the Harbor Safety Committees and Area Maritime Security Committees are being sought and anyone interested can connect Mary Ann Bucci.  

· The Port is completing a website enhancement.  In addition to a new look, the information delivery enhancements will allow us to communicate more effectively.  These include:

Blog layout for new items and articles

Dynamic Calendars for events and news

Survey Tool

Job Posting Area

Special media features to uploads videos

Vision mobile for Smartphone and IPad users

Education Committee Report
Ryan Newton reported that the next “Who Works the Rivers” event will be held on Tuesday April 24th from 9 a.m. - 1130 a.m. We continue to seek participation from the membership for these events. This would be from 8am-12noon on the day of the event.

Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff was unable to attend the luncheon.  River closure information was covered under the US Coast Guard report.
Legislative Committee Report
David McQuiston presented the following report:
· Several members of WAP attended productive Capitol Hill visits organized by Waterways counsel on February 15, 2012.  The atmosphere within the House and Senate remains strained with little to nothing being accomplished.
· The President’s FY13 budget did contain $36 million for the Lower Mon Project.
· A congressional member will be sponsoring a bill to push the Capital Development Plan for the Waterways Trust Fund along with four other co-sponsors.  The membership may be requested to draft a letter to their representative to support passage of the proposed bill.
· The new total cost for Olmsted Lock and Dam has been identified as $3.1 billion.  WCI will be sending communications requesting funds for the project withheld from the 50/50 Trust Fund financing.  Issues pertaining to the US Army Corp of Engineers cost overruns on this project lead to the request to have project covered only by General Fund.
April Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for April 11, 2012 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25.  Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, April 5, 2012 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.

Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
April 11, 2012
Menu:


Fresh Fruit Cup w/Honey Cream

Filet of Salmon/broiled w/white wine and served w/cucumber dill sauce

Wild Mushroom Parmesan Rice

Coffee Service


Apple Pie w/vanilla ice cream
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, April 5, 2012 to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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