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May Meeting Highlights


Twenty-five members gathered at Chartiers County Club on May 14 for another informative meeting.  Mark Devinney chaired the meeting in Lonnie Todd’s absence.  

Coast Guard News


CDR Steve Hudson announced that the formal change in command will occur July 31st and June will probably be his last meeting.

Two weeks ago, he attended the 8th District change of command ceremonies introducing Rear Admiral Duncan.  The Coast Guard will be arranging a meet and greet with Rear Admiral Duncan in the future.  


On June 3rd, SOCP (Ship Operations Cooperative Program) will be held at the Holiday Inn Greentree beginning at 9 a.m.  There will be a panel discussion on current inland waterway issues.  The panel members consist of:  CDR John Hanus – USMMA, Frank Lee – Polar Tankers, Rob Muller - MGI and Ram Nagendran – Northup Grumman.
Firefighting regulations are now available and are in line with Headquarters last report.  A portable or fixed pump and large portable extinguisher are required.


Security issues continue with random vessel boarding and different trials are being conducted regarding hazardous material transportation.

Army Corps of Engineers


James Edinger delivered the attached lock closure report. 

(See Attachment 1)

Dick Ehringer requested a meeting with the Army Corps of Engineers prior to Lock 4 (Charleroi) closure to review regulations and procedures.

Dick also expressed concern regarding that the river gauge recording at 7 a.m. and 13 p.m. is not reporting the Colfax, Enterprise and Parson gauges.

River Rescue Report


Bob McCaughan discussed the “NO WAKE” zone on the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers.  The zone has been extended to the Ft. Wayne Bridge on the Allegheny.  However, the request to extend zone to the Smithfield Street Bridge was denied by the Fish & Boat Commission.  The 24 hours a day/7 day a week zone enforcement request was also denied.  The zone will remain valid on weekends and holidays only.

In the spirit of cooperation, the City (River Rescue & DPW) has agreed to assist the PFBC with hanging the no wake signs on the Ft. Wayne Bridge.  Commander Hudson is going to ask the Osage if they can provide the work platform.  If they are not available, then Bob will be seeking volunteer assistance from the commercial industry.  More information regarding this issue will follow via email.
National Weather Service


Bill Drzal presented the attached weather report, highlighting the recent mild temperatures.  (See Attachment 1)

Navigation Committee Report


Dick Ehringer reported that Wheeling Race Track’s request for a landing on the channel side has been modified.  After investigation and review, it was determined that the Delta Queen landing will be moved to the backside of the channel.
Legislative Committee Report


The President’s budget has been passed with no mark-up on appropriations.  Confirmation regarding funding should be available within the next three weeks.


A letter co-authored by Senator Arlen Spector and Senator Mitch McConnell was forwarded to Congress regarding proposed legislation that would improperly utilize monies from the Inland Waterways Trust Fund.  This fund, obtained from a tax on diesel fuel, was originally established for major rehabilitation and construction.  This is still a very volatile issue and a close vigil is needed to insure proper use of the Fund.

 RTOA has established steering committee to assist their members in creating a template for facility security plans.  A request has been made for the Waterways Association to interface with RTOA on these plans.  Both organizations deal with tank barges or any other CDC barges.  Cheryll Cranmer will forward RTOA request to Mark Devinney and discussion will occur with Lonnie Todd to finalize details.  

James Edinger also notified the membership about a Special Job Bill regarding additional gates at Emsworth Lock & Dam.  Mark will follow-up on this information.
Port of Pittsburgh Commission


James McCarville provided information regarding a Technology Advisory Group Project with Carnegie Mellon University students.  These students designed a navigation tool called “Smart Lock”.  This tool will aid a pilot in zero visibility to read current position by a Global Positioning System (GPS).  The Commission is currently working with the Army Corps of Engineers to implement this new navigation tool in the near future.

J.D. Fogarty reported that Arlen Spector and US Commerce Secretary Evans explained that the President’s proposed tax laws would contain a write-off on equipment that would be worth three times the investment.
Other Meeting Comments


Mark Devinney announced the following Pittsburgh Maritime Club events:




May 22nd
Steak & Ale Night
5 p.m.






Moon Township Rotary Shelter




June 3rd
Sewickley Heights Golf Outing






Beginning with lunch at 11:30 a.m.


Anyone interested in attending these events should contact Cheryll Cranmer at wapgh@zoominternet.net as soon as possible.


NEW MEMBER

It is our pleasure to introduce a new member to the Waterways Association.  Please help in welcoming Koppers Inc. to the organization.  Kevin Probst will serve as the main company contact.  Dick Ehringer is currently updating the 2003 Calling Tree due to this new addition.  Please look for those modifications in the near future.

IMPORTANT DATE CHANGE

June Membership Meeting

The next membership meeting is scheduled for June 18th at the Chartiers Country Club’s Tudor Hall.  Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon.  Please call, email or fax the attached response form by June 13, 2003 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Membership Meeting

Chartiers Country Club/Tudor Hall
June 18, 2003 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon:

  Menu:
Tossed Green Salad 

   (Choice of Raspberry Vinaigrette/Ranch Dressing)


Veal Francaise 

  (sauteed with Parmesan Cheese & White Bread Crumbs)


Penne Pasta


Spumoni Ice Cream
  Cost:
$20/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:______________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Friday, June 13th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 285-8347

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
wapgh@zoominternet.net
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