Operations and Readiness Division





    12 May 2004
MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  May 2004 Meeting

REPORT ON LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS TO NAVIGATION

1.  The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays to navigation interests through 

15 August 2004.

Locks & Dam 2, Monongahela River -  The contractor for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is completing the removal of the existing fixed crest dam at Mile 11.2; this demolition work began in late March 2004.  All blasting is now complete, but some mechanical removal of concrete is still necessary at each abutment.  Now that the old fixed crest dam is removed, the new gated dam at Braddock will maintain the upstream pool at Elevation 721.8 (upper gage of 12.1) which will provide a vertical clearance of 42.5 feet under the Conrail Railroad Bridge at Mile 11.7, Monongahela River.  Work on the new Braddock gated dam will continue through July 2004 to complete downstream dredging and placement of scour protection.
Lock & Dam 4, Monongahela River -  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers contractor at Lock 4 (Charleroi) removed the small 56ft x 360ft lock chamber from operation on 12 April 2004.  Thus the large 56ft x 720ft lock chamber is the only means to transit Charleroi until construction of the new 84ft x 720ft river chamber is completed in the next 10-12 years.  The contractor has completed a pivot cell along the upstream right descending bank approaching the main lock chamber at Charleroi.  Work continues to complete a protection/closure cell in the upstream approach to the now disabled small lock chamber.  Work on this protection cell will not result in delays to river traffic.  The contractor will continue to have an assist/helper boat available during construction of the protection cell.  River traffic should continue to transit the lock slowly using caution.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 04-16)

Opekiska L/D, Monongahela River -  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet closed and dewatered the single 84ft x 600ft lock chamber to repair the lock gates, sills, and floating mooring bitts.  Work began on 3 May 2004 and is expected to be completed by 27 May 2004.  No river traffic will be able to pass through the lock during this 25-day work period.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 04-18)
Montgomery L/D, Ohio River -  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will close and dewater the small 56ft x 360ft lock chamber to renovate the downstream gate sill.  Work will begin on 12 July 2004 and is expected to be complete by 6 August 2004.  The large 110ft x 600ft lock chamber will be open to river traffic during the 26-day dewatering of the small chamber.  Minor delays to navigation are anticipated.
2.  The following Internet sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information:


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:



http://www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:   

            http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil/current/
c. Pittsburgh District Navigation Notices:            http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/navrpt.htm    
3.  Morgantown L/D, Hildebrand L/D and Opekiska L/D on the upper Monongahela River 
began operating on the following schedule on 1 April 2004.  Morgantown is open from 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM Monday thru Friday; and from 12:30 PM to 8:20 PM on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays from April through the month of November 2004.  Appointment lockages at Morgantown will be accepted from commercial tows after hours (during the non-operating hours).  Hildebrand and Opekiska are open from 12:30 PM to 8:20 PM on Saturdays, Sundays & Holidays from April thru November 2004.  Appointment lockages at Hildebrand and Opekiska will be accepted from commercial tows after hours except during the period from 11:00 PM to 6:30 AM each day.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 04-15)
                                                                                                     /s/
                                                                                RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD           

                                                                                Chief, Operations and Readiness

                                                                                    Division         
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RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh  Meeting 05/12/04

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.erh.noaa.gov/er/pbz 
WEATHER RECAP

During April precipitation was near normal in the Monongahela, Allegheny, and Ohio River basins averaging 3.5 – 4.5 inches. Temperature 

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 4.49 inches which was 1.48 inches above normal. Temperature averaged 1.3 degrees/day above normal. April snowfall was 0.7 of an inch bringing the seasonal total to 54.2 inches. Normal snowfall is 40.6 inches.
For the first 11 days of May temperatures have been 4.5 degrees/day above normal, precipitation was 0.50 inches or 0.76 of an inch below normal. 

RIVER FLOWS

Rivers flows were generally above normal at the beginning of the month. Following a  rainfall of 2.00–3.00 inches over the Monongahela and Ohio River basins and 1.00–1.50 inches over the Allegheny River basin on 12-13 April, the Monongahela River rose 9–17 feet, the Ohio River rose 6–15 feet, and the Muskingum River rose 2-4 from 12–14 April.  The Allegheny also rose 2–4 feet from 12–17 April. Minor river flooding occurred on the Youghiogheny River at Connellsville (FS 12, crest 13.3), and the Monongahela River at Lock 3, Elizabeth (FS 20, crest 20.9) and Lock 4, Charleroi (FS 28, crest 28.7.  No other major rain events occurred, and rivers receded during the remainder of the month.

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

High water potential is normal on the all rivers in the region.  Rivers flows on the Allegheny and Ohio rivers are about twice the normal flow, and flows on the Monongahela River are  near normal.  Groundwater levels are high, and soils remain moist. A widespread 2.0 to 2.5 inches of rain in 12 to 24 hours is needed to bring the major rivers to bank full.      
WEATHER FORECAST









Today: 30 percent chance of thunderstorms. Possible heavy rain. High in the lower 80s.
Tonight: 30 percent chance of thunderstorms. Low in the lower 60s.
  

Thursday: 30 percent chance of thunderstorms. High in the lower 80s.
Thursday Night: 30 percent chance of thunderstorms. Low in the lower 60s.
Friday:  30 percent chance of thunderstorms. High near 80.
Friday Night: 30 percent chance of thunderstorms. Low in the lower 60s. 

Saturday: 40 percent chance of thunderstorms. High  in the mid 70s.
Saturday Night: 30 percent chance of thunderstorms. Low in the mid 50s.
Sunday: Partly cloudy. High in the lower 70s
Monday: Partly cloudy. Low in the mid 50s. High in the mid 70s.
Tuesday: 30 percent chance of thunderstorms. High in the mid 70s.
The 8 to 14 day forecast is for above normal temperature and precipitation

The May Outlook is for near normal temperatures and precipitation.

The Jun-Jul-Aug Outlook is for near normal temperature and precipitation.
