

May Meeting Highlights


Forty-eight Waterways members & guests gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the May 14th luncheon meeting.  Jack English welcomed MaryCarol Ehringer to Dick’s Retirement luncheon.
Coast Guard News
CDR Wischmann reported on the following:
· The TWIC Enrollment Center will remain open, despite rumors to the contrary.  Due to the lease contract, the physical location of the facility may change but details are unclear at this time.
· The sixth Joint Pittsburgh/Huntington Marine Incident Summit will be held on May 21st in Marietta.  This meeting will continue the important dialogue regarding marine incidents and issues from the 1st calendar quarter of 2008.

· A reminder was provided regarding the Fleet Sweep Program that the MSU Pittsburgh is working with tremendous support from the Army Corp of Engineers.  This effort is aimed at ensuring that fleeting areas are operating safely and in accordance with their permit and Fleet Operations Guide.

· CDR Wischmann briefly discussed the new Sector Ohio Valley Customer and Stakeholder Survey.  He explained that MSU Pittsburgh is issuing the surveys at points of service and had posted the survey to Homeport, while also sending it out through the WAP and Port of Pittsburgh email lists.  CDR Wischmann asked that people fax or mail the surveys to Sector Ohio Valley or, if more convenient, get them to his office and/or crew.

· CDR Wischmann & Lt. Matt Meskun presented Dick Ehringer the Certificate of Merit/Public Service Award in honor of his retirement.  Dick’s tremendous contributions to the maritime community were heartily recognized.
Army Corps of Engineers

Richard Lockwood presented the attached report. (See Attach1)  
· Formal presentations were made by COL Mike Crall, Richard Lockwood, Dave Sneberger and James Rockovich honor Dick’s dedication to maritime excellence.
National Weather Service
   
William Drzal presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
James McCarville reported on the following:
· In addition to the $1.3 million the PPC has been awarded for FY07, as Fiduciary Agent for the Pittsburgh Area Maritime Security Council, we have finalized the application for $2.4 million in FY08 funds. Once the application is approved, grant distribution will occur.  Anyone requiring additional information regarding this issue should contact Mary Ann Bucci at the Port.  Rex Woodward was also recognized in this effort for serving as co-chair.
· Along with James, Mary Ann Bucci and JD Fogarty presented Dick a portrait to celebrate and recognize his dedication to the Port of Pittsburgh and wished him well in his retirement.
Navigation Committee Report
  
Dick Ehringer reported that the committee is currently objecting to a permit requested by the Fox Chapel Marina.  Fox Chapel requested an additional 78 feet marina extension into the river.  This expansion is viewed as an infringement to the navigational channel by the Navigation Committee.  

Dick informed the membership that the email distribution notification for navigational issues appears to be working very well.  Mike Somales with CONSOL will be taking over the Navigation Committee Chair responsibilities.

Legislative Committee Report

Mark Devinney was unable to attend the meeting.  However, Jack English did report that the proposed lockage fee is continuing to be monitored.  
Other Meeting Comments

Jack English presented Dick Ehringer with a copy of the 7th Edition copy of the “Navigator Book” and thanked Dick for all his dedication and hard work serving the Waterways Association of Pittsburgh and the entire maritime community.  
June Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for June 11, 2008 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon.  This luncheon will be in honor of Deane Orr’s retirement from the Waterways Association.  Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, June 5th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.  
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
June 11, 2008 at Noon
Luncheon: 

  Menu:

Fresh Fruit Cup w/Honey Cream

Vegetarian Angel Hair Primavera w/garden vegetables, garlic & olive oil

Lemon Meringue Pie
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, June 5th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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