

May Meeting Highlights

Forty-three Waterways members & guests gathered at the Chartiers Country Club for the May 13th luncheon meeting. Bill Porter recognized guests:  Justin Johnston of GAI Consultants and speaker Captain Art Sulzer.
Coast Guard News
CDR Steve Wischmann reported on the following:

· He stated that this would likely be the last meeting that he would be attending before transferring to his new assignment in Buffalo.

· CDR Wischmann lauded the Navigation Committee’s hard work during the recent high water condition.

· No regulatory update was provided; however, Rex Woodward did notify the membership that the TWIC readers have been chosen and field-testing and demonstration locations should be up and running by July 1st.

· The 10th Marine Incident Summit will be held on Friday, May 15th in Marietta.

Following the above report, CDR Wischmann presented the USCG Public Service Commendation Award, with accompanying lapel pins, to the WAP generally, and the Navigation Committee and Marine Incident Summit attendees specifically:  Jack English, Steve Grizzel, Chuck Minton, Dick Ehringer, Mike Somales, Eunice Ratcliff, Dan Lacek, John Pushak, Dave Sneberger, Mark Devinney and Bill Porter.

Army Corps of Engineers
Richard Lockwood presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
National Weather Service
William Drzal presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Jim McCarville reported on the following:

· Rex Woodward has been reappointed for another four-year term on the Port of Pittsburgh Commission.  David McQuiston was also appointed (River Terminal Operators) for a four-year term.  Rex was recognized for his strong involvement with Port projects.

· Due to restricted state funding, the Port’s funding is proposed to be reduced from $1.5 million to somewhere between $0 and $475,000.  This reduction in funding could lead to curtailment of Port activities over the course of a couple of years, unless the funding is restored by the state legislature.  

· The Port will again be working with Carnegie Mellon University students on two practicum and will be seeking industry volunteers interested in the following:

Electronic Wheelhouse – integrate commands & controls

Wireless Waterway – provides mariners constant internet contact 
· Several towing companies supplied information to complete a PPC grant application for $3.8 million in stimulus monies that would aid in the repowering boat engines.  This was promoted as a way to reduce pollution emission.

· The Port will be working with the US Army Corp of Engineers on an event tentatively set for June 4th at MR3 Elizabeth. Members are encouraged to provide the Port names of non-traditional stakeholders that would benefit from a better understanding of our region’s water reliance.

Jim McCarville also provided the Legislative report due to Dave McQuiston’s absence.  Dave is recovering from a recent hospital stay and hopes to return soon.  Members are encouraged to contact Dave and wish him a speedy recovery!

· The stimulus budget provided for a total of $110 million 

for navigational improvements for the Pittsburgh region.  The US Army Corps of Engineer’s effort to provide such strong documentation of the work that could be completed was commended.  Unfortunately, part of the funding will go to replacing the work previously scheduled for the $25.8 million withheld from us in 2008 and the $15.9 million expected to be done with the FY09 funds. So the stimulus had a net improvement of only $42 million in real new money for the Lower Mon. Without a resolution on the trust fund, FY10 and future funding may well be totally eliminated with a shutdown of the Lower Mon Project. Nothing that I see on the horizon from either the Administration or the Industry appears likely to result in a solution prior to the FY10 budget, unless Congress takes it upon itself to resolve the issue.
Navigation Committee Report
Mike Somales reported on the following:

· Cofferdam work has begun at Mile 59.1 on the Monongahela River for the new Pennsylvania Turnpike Bridge.  The channel is limited to 345’ and mariners have been requested to proceed at a minimum safe speed.  The recent demolition of the Polmeroy-Mason Bridge at mile 251.2 on the Ohio River resulted in a three-day full closure and then reopened. 
· Several permits have been issued and have been deemed to be non-hazardous to navigation.  However, the following proposals are currently be considered:

· Charleroi/Monessen Bridge (Lock 4) has been closed and PennDot has sought some suggestions from the Navigation Committee.  It was recommended widening the span from 380 feet to 500 feet with a concession on the bridge height being reduced to 55 feet.

· A Marina proposal located at the Southside Works.  These will be reviewed by the Navigation Committee prior to the submission to the US Army Corp of Engineers.

· The Fox Chapel permit remains unresolved at this time.

Legislative Committee Report
The Legislative committee report was provided under the Port of Pittsburgh Commission report.
Speaker
Captain Art Sulzer presented the membership with details on the Maritime and Intermodal Education Programs.  Marine education and careers offer a unique educational opportunity to underserved students in America’s urban cities to explore our Nations rich maritime heritage and to follow a path to high school graduation and a career in the marine/maritime community.
June Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for June 10, 2009 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, June 4th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.

Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club

June 10, 2009 at Noon

Luncheon: 

Seasonal Fresh Fruit Cup
Chicken Picatta sautéed w/fresh mushrooms, capers & lemons

Wild Rice Blend

Lemon Meringue Pie
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, June 4th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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