

May Meeting Highlights

· Thirty-five Waterways members gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the May 12th luncheon meeting. Bill welcomed Dale Short of Allegheny Energy and guests Adam Bloom and Bud Bloom & Wolfram Frei to the meeting.

· Bill highlighted correspondence from CDR Steve Wischmann who is now serving as the Deputy Sector Commander in Buffalo, NY.
· On June 2, Congressman Tim Murphy is holding an Energy Expo at the Hilton Garden Inn at Southpointe to display the accomplishments, advancements, and future of energy in Pittsburgh.  Participating businesses will have space available at no charge to set up a physical display to demonstrate your contributions to the energy industry.  Members are encouraged to participate.  You can contact Tim Murphy’s office if you are interested.

· While our organization can trace its roots back to 1859, the modern day version of the Waterways Association of Pittsburgh began in 1967 – 43 years ago.  Our By-Laws have always provided the Board the opportunity to honor deserving members-past and present – with Lifetime Memberships to our Association.  At our April Board Meeting, it became apparent that we have been remiss in recognizing 2 outstanding individuals that have contributed so much to our organization.  DAVE KREUTZER and DICK EHRINGER have both served in officer’s positions of Treasurer/Secretary/VP/President.  Both were also active in serving as Chairpersons on several key committees and in my estimation, laid the solid foundation to establish the nationally recognized partnerships we presently have with the USCG and the USACOE.  To this day, both Dave and Dick continue to lend their support and expertise to many of our causes and programs.  Dave / Dick, by unanimous decision of the Board of Directors, we are all honored to present to you the honorary Lifetime Membership to the Waterways Association of Pittsburgh.
Coast Guard News

CDR Timme reported on the following:

· Several Coast Guard handouts were made available to the attendees including the Captain of the Port Ohio Valley Newsletter.  Members were again encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter that can be tied to Coast Guard partnership.
· The next Marine Incident Summit will be held on May 25th in Marietta, OH.

· CDR Timme has a new understanding of the challenges and issues regarding TWIC card issuance.  A reminder to the members that we are approaching the end of the 5-year mandatory implementation and this could provide additional delays for last minute applicants.

· The National Harbor Safety Committee meeting will be held June 8-11th in Jersey City.  Members are encouraged to attend.

· Industry Day will be held on June 25th.  Potential topics include:  Towing Vessel Strategy, Licensing, EPA Grey Water Issues along with US Army Corp presentations.
· The oil leak on the Gulf may cause fallout legislation impacting industry and creating special challenges.  Members are encouraged to closely monitor legislative proposals.

· CDR Timme provided some Coast Guard 101 information.  The Coast Guard has 11 missions including Ports, waterways and coastal security.  The average tour of duty is three years.  The Coast Guard Auxiliary focuses on recreational boating safety issues but does support the Coast Guard administratively with other missions.

Army Corps of Engineers
Richard Lockwood presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Members were briefed on the Upper Ohio Study that yielded very unpopular results that will be discussed under the legislative report.
The US Army Corp of Engineers and Port of Pittsburgh Commission is sponsoring a tour of the Dewatered Lock at Emsworth on Friday, May 14th.
National Weather Service
Bill Drzal presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Mary Ann Bucci presented the following report:

· The PPC along with USACE will host a public event during the dewatering of the Emsworth Lock & Dam on Friday, May 14th.
· Through the work of JD Fogarty, the Port received $1.2 million funding for retrofitting engines though the Clean Diesel Act.  A media release is scheduled for July 29th.  Additional details will follow.
· Within next several weeks, the 2007 funding should be released.
· Upon Jim McCarville’s return, a stakeholder meeting will be scheduled to discuss the Upper Ohio Study results and potential plan of action that should follow.
Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff reported the following:

· March 2010

· Turnpike bridge work continues through February 2011at Monongahela River Mile 59.1.  Please note: Navigational clearance is 345’ during construction.

· April 20, 2010

· #3 Monongahela River developed a hydraulic oil leak.  The lock was closed to navigation to avoid the risk of blowing a line and polluting.  The crew began repair work immediately and the lock was reopened in approximately (4) hours.
· May 03, 2010

· One Call System was activated due to High Water Potential Grays Landing went above the action stage of 15 feet.  Several other locks were in the watch phase or action phase due to gate openings.

· May 04, 2010 

· Public Notice 10-25 was issued regarding installation of 36’ wide X 100’ long personal boat dock on the LDB Ohio River Mile 124.9 above Hannibal Lock & Dam.

· May 07, 2010

· A wind advisory was issued by the National Weather Service and communicated via e-mail.  Winds were expected to gust up to 50 mph.  The USCG responded to a few incidents that Saturday due to the wind.  One Call System and a conference call were activated due to High Water.
· May 7, 2010

· The Navigation Committee is currently working with the USCG – MSU Pittsburgh with the possibility of providing Crew Endurance Management System Training in the Pittsburgh District.  This training would be beneficial to the local industry.  Travel from this are to Paducah/Houston incurs significant travel time/expenses. 

· May 7, 2010

· A link <http://homeport.uscg.mil/pittsburgh and an excel spreadsheet of Marine Events with River Closures/Restrictions in the Pittsburgh District was forwarded to the distribution list.  The USCG updates the spreadsheet as request come in.  This also ample time to prepare or comment on such restrictions/closures.  Navigation Committee is working with the USCG to become involved during the comment period of these requests.

· May 08, 2010

· There are currently two scheduled Monongahela River Closures for pipeline work.  The navigation notice will be forwarded as soon as one is published.

· June 22, 2010 - Mon Mile 32.4 6 to 8 hour closure with intermittent openings to move traffic.

· July 20, 2010 – Mon Mile 25.5 6 to 8 hour closure with intermittent openings to move traffic.

· May 11, 2010

· Received notification that Mimi Hughes plans an Ohio River Swim from Pittsburgh to Cairo beginning May 22, 2010.  Navigation Committee is working closely with the USCG and ACOE on this particular issue.

· May 11, 2010

· Informed that the Corps has proposed two 600’ chambers at Emsworth, Dashields, and Montgomery.  We need everyone’s support that 600’ chambers are unacceptable!

· May 12, 2010 

· Public Notice 10-28 was posted for a USCG Osage mooring facility on the RDB Ohio River Mile 11.0. 
· May 2010

· The Pittsburgh/Huntington Marine Summit is scheduled for 1000, May 25, 2010, at the Campus Martius Museum (Across from the Ohio River Museum) Marietta, OH.  All those interested are welcome to attend.

Legislative Committee Report
David McQuiston reported on the following:

· The Inland Waterways User Board final report addressing the needs of the entire inland waterways navigation system and provide more dollars for greatly needed infrastructure improvements is currently in Congress.  To implement these proposed recommendations, WRDA legislation would likely be necessary and with the current freeze on earmarks, this could be challenging.

· Additional discussion regarding the scheduling of a Stakeholder meeting to discuss the Upper Ohio Study results.  It will be important to develop unified strategies addressing the unacceptable proposal.

Education Committee Report
Dan Lacek provided the following report:

· Dan is still working to schedule a field trip for schools to view the Pittsburgh Rivers and explore the potential employment opportunities that exist here. Dan has had some additional interest from a City of Pittsburgh councilman and discussion with the Pittsburgh School Board is in progress. The Gateway Clipper Fleet has lent their support to this effort and is willing to donate the use of their facility and we are looking for additional Industry support to provide them with a presentation of maritime facts to further their education. Members were encouraged to reach out to local youth groups that may be included in this effort.  Please contact Dan or Jack for inclusion in this cause. 

June Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for June 9, 2010 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:15 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, June 3rd if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country club
June 9, 2010
Luncheon: 

Seasonal Fresh Fruit Cup


Chartiers Chicken/lightly breaded & stuffed with herbed boursin-style cheese

Broccoli w/lemon butter

Lemon Meringue Pie
Beverages
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, June 3rd to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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