

May Highlights

Twenty-seven Waterways members gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the May 11, 2011 luncheon meeting.  
Coast Guard News

CDR Rich Timme reported on the following:

· Introductions of the following Coast Guard attendees:

ENS Robyn Hoskins – Waterways Management Coordinator

MST2 Nils Hansen – Facility Division

LCDR Scott Higman’s – Second in Command.  Scott’s Pittsburgh assignment ends this June. Please attend the June 8th WAP luncheon to bid farewell to him.

· High water conditions continue to plague the area and will require industry partners to maintain vigilance.  Also, recreational boating season will be kicking into high gear and industry awareness is essential as small boats begin using the waterways.

· Industry was thanked for all their response to the Neville Island barge break-away incident.

· Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUE) will be a regular part of USCG operations over the next year in the Pittsburgh COTP zone. 

· A Marine Event listing was made available to attendees.  Security plans are currently underway for the annual Regatta that will occur over the July 4th weekend.

· The Waterways Association of Pittsburgh will receive the 2010 National Harbor Safety Committee of the Year Award. A formal presentation highlighting the accomplishments and beneficial outcomes of the WAP will be given at the June 7-9 Joint Conference of Harbor Safety and Area Maritime Security Committees in Houston, TX. Register at http://trb.org/Calendar/Blurbs/Joint_Harbor_Safety_Committee_and_Area_Maritime_Se_163950.aspx  or http://harborsafetycommittee.blogspot.com/ The WAP and MSU also have been invited to present at the Best Practices panel on June 7th. 

Army Corps of Engineers
Dave Sneberger presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
National Weather Service
Bill Drzal was unable to attend but submitted the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Mary Ann Bucci presented the following information:

· Copies of the Inland Port Magazine and the Waterways Journal were provided to attendees.  These periodicals cover some local interests.
· Due to the continued high water situation, the AEP Towing vessel that was to be docked on the North Shore during the Regatta was cancelled.  Therefore, the Education Outreach program scheduled for the Regatta weekend has been postponed until 2012.  
· 2011 Port Security Grant announcement is expected to be released next week.  Please have all your documentation prepared (details available on the Port’s website) due to the estimated short turn around on submissions.

Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff was unable to attend the meeting.  Mike Somales covered several items but stressed that the high water situation continues.
Legislative Committee Report
David McQuiston covered the following items:
· Congress has passed the FY2011 Continuing Resolution that contained a one-half billion dollar funding reduction.  The 2012 budget process is currently underway and further funding decreases are expected.

· There is a continued stalemate to replenish the Waterways Trust Fund following the rejection of the bipartisan Capital Development plan.  Our waterway partners continue to promote the plans merits with Congressional members.

· The Senate has agreed that project authorization shall not be considered an earmark.  However, the House had not moved on this item.
Education Committee Report
Ryan Newton provided the following report:

· The May 3rd school event was cancelled due to last minute notifications from the schools that they were not planning on attending.  The committee is reviewing options that could include registration or cancellation fees so that schools will be less likely to just not show.  However, all the companies that were present to provide a strong educational experience were thanked.  The program content continues to grow stronger and future events are looking very positive.  There has been interest from other areas regarding our pilot program.
· The Education Committee will participate in a summer camp at CCAC designed to educate interested high school students in career options associated with the “water”.  
· The fall event dates are currently under review and should be announced shortly.
Other Meeting Notes:

Mary Ann Bucci notified the attendees of the upcoming Pittsburgh Maritime Club Steak & Ale event scheduled for Friday, May 20th.  Anyone wishing to attend should contact Cheryll directly.

June Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for June 8, 2011 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25.  Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, June 2, 2011 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.
NOTE:

The July membership luncheon scheduled for Wednesday, July 13th will e on the Gateway Clipper Fleet.  The boat will be docked at the Delta Queen Dock.  Parking will be available in what is known as the “Gold Lot” which is across from the Bettis Grille.  The boat will remain docked during the luncheon.  
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
June 8, 2011
Luncheon: 

Caesar Salad w/Chartiers Crouton
Chicken Basil Explosion pan seared chicken breast served over angel hair  

pasta with basil pesto sauce and roasted red peppers
Sautéed Zucchini

Strawberry Parfaits
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements: _____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, June 2 to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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