

November Meeting Highlights


Twenty Waterways members gathered at the Chartiers Country Club for the November 10th meeting.  President Lonnie Todd welcomed members and Coast Representative Chief Doug Alexander to the meeting
Coast Guard News


CDR Briggs addressed the following issues:

· A new web-based tool called HomePort has been developed to share security sensitive information with vessel and Facility security officers.  This site will be secured by password protection.

· The Department of Defense’s Northern Command (Northcom) is launching an initiative to track maritime traffic entering US territorial waters similar to the way NORAD tracks aircraft entering US air space. This is a national initiative in order to improve and expand on Homeland Security Initiatives.

· The Coast Guard will begin to conduct vessel security plan verification exams for towing vessels that haul dangerous cargos.  These exams last approximately one hour and must be completed by July 2006.  Each Captain of the Port will be responsible for companies that are headquartered in their zone.  These exams are expected to have a minimal impact on a company’s operations.

· Coast Guard Research & Development Center is working with ABS Consulting to review various scenarios and their consequences regarding potential terrorist activities.

· A reorganization of the Coast Guard is currently underway with a completion date of 2006.  Marine Safety Offices and Group Offices will be combined under one Sector Commander for each area of responsibility.

· RADM Duncan is visiting the Pittsburgh Port next week.  A meet & greet luncheon has been organized by the Waterways Association of Pittsburgh for November 17th at the 911th Air Force Reserve Club.  CDR Briggs encouraged all to attend this gathering.

CDR Briggs addressed the 140 foot towboat CHICKASAW that is currently resting near the base of the Duquesne Incline.  The Coast Guard provided a justification and recommendation to the Army Corps of Engineers on September 28th that this sunken vessel be designated as a Hazard to Navigation and is working in partnership with the ACOE to require the vessel’s owner to expeditiously remove this hazard. Dick Ehringer expressed great concern to this navigational hazard.  The towboat owner has been responsive to the Coast Guard’s preliminary requirements to secure fuel tank vents, deploy sorbent boom and mark the vessel.  The main challenge is the removal cost and the owner is currently awaiting an insurance payment resolution.  Dick Ehringer will issue a letter to the Army Corp. of Engineers and Coast Guard (copy provided to James McCarville of the Port of Pittsburgh) on behalf of the Navigational Committee of the Waterways Association.
Army Corps of Engineers

Jim Rockovich presented the attached report to the membership.  (See Attachment 1 & Nav_Notice)

The Corp is currently operating under a Congressional Continuing Resolution.  This limits the Corps spending to payment of salaries and existing contracts.  Jim confirmed that scour protection work is complete on the back channel at Emsworth Dam and front channel work will begin soon.  We have made funds available for emergency dredging of the shoaled area in the downstream approach at Emsworth L/D and supplemental emergency funds have been requested (approx. $400,000) in order to address dredging issues at Peters Creek and at other L/Ds on the Ohio River.


The Lower Mon Project Manager should be available at the December meeting to update the membership on the progress of the Lower Mon River project.

National Weather Service

William Drzal presented the attached weather report.  
(See Attachment 1)

Port of Pittsburgh Commission 

James McCarville reported that the USACE has developed Emergency Action Plans (AEPs) in case of a major failure at the Emsworth Lock and Dam and the Lock and Dam 3 on the Monongahela River.  Continuing deterioration and lack of maintenance has created a severe situation not only at these locks and dams, but at Lock and Dam 4 on the Mon and Lock and Dam 5 on the Allegheny.  This early preparation will prove vital when the major failure occurs.  This information will be extremely useful for the Waterways annual Washington, DC trip. 


The Port of Pittsburgh is also working on formalizing a larger infrastructure of support to bring attention to the Lock & Dam situation in the Pittsburgh Port.  Riverboat operators, terminals, utilities, recreational boats and shippers will all be affected when the major failure occurs.  James will coordinate this effort with the Waterways Association.

Navigation Committee Report
Dick Ehringer again reiterated the importance of dealing with the sunken towboat at the base of the Duquesne Incline.
He also recommended to the Army Corp of Engineers to revise the Notice to Navigation Interests in regards to Seasonal Lock Closing and Winter Operation Schedule.  The memo has confused some industry personnel and a clarification is necessary.

Legislative Committee Report

With Congress continuing operations under a Continuing Resolution, no further action is expected until after November 15th.  Mark Devinney had nothing additional to share with the membership.
Other Meeting Comments


Jack English will requesting a meeting by letter to COL Stephen Hill of the Army Corp of Engineers along with CDR Briggs of the Coast Guard to address communication and accountability failures following the past high water incident.  


Members also questioned how the Huntington District experiences a high water incident and immediately gets emergency funding to dredge areas affected.  Pittsburgh continually seems to struggle in this area. It was the consensus of the group to organize local legislative office visits in order to pressure our representatives into action.  The Port of Pittsburgh Commission does conduct these visits and will be glad to work with the Association.

Deane Orr announced that a meeting of the WAP and RTOA consolidation group will be held prior to the November 17th Meet & Greet Luncheon at the 911th Air Force Reserve Club.  All members should plan on arriving by 11:15 a.m. for this meeting.
December Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for December 15th at the Chartiers Country Club.  Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon.    Please call, email or fax the response form below by December 10, 2004 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting. 
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
December 15, 2004 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon:
  Menu:
Cheese Broccoli Soup



Veal Francaise



  Sautéed with Parmesan cheese and fresh white bread crumbs



Rissole Potatoes



German Chocolate Cake

  

Cost:
$20/per person
Speaker:
Lower Mon Project Manager


US Army Corp of Engineers

_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:______________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Friday, December 10th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 285-8347

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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