

November Meeting Highlights

Twenty-eight Waterways members gathered on the Chartiers Country Club for the November 10th luncheon meeting. Before the meeting, Bill Porter provided information from the October Waterways Board meeting:
· The Waterfront Facility Operations Guide will be updated by Michael Somales, Jack English and Patrick McGuire.

· The Association continues to be financially sound.

· Fall legislative visits will be instituted in 2010.

· The Pittsburgh Maritime Association is currently being revitalized and will continue the objective of educating the public on the maritime industry.  Membership in the WAP and PMC will automatically provide membership in the Pittsburgh Maritime Association.

The joint meeting with the Huntington District was held on October 20th in Marietta, Ohio.  A total of 54 individuals attended this meeting and it was decided to hold another joint meeting next year.

Coast Guard News

CDR Rich Timme reported on the following:

· The strong Port of Pittsburgh representation at the joint waterways meeting with Huntington District Waterways Association (HDWTA) meeting in Marietta,OH was commended.
· The House passed the Coast Guard Authorization Bill which emphasizes marine safety and includes goals and measurements for the program. 

· The USCG Homeport website will be updated on December 1st and will affect the Alert Warning System. No action by industry needed at this time.

· A reminder was given of the Marine Salvage and Firefighting Plan requirements that will become applicable in 2010. Vessel response plans will need to be amended.

· A rulemaking for Ballast Water Regulation is currently in the docket process (Docket Number USCG-2001-10486. See document # 0138).  The attached link provides the ability to comment on this proposed regulation.  Industry members are encouraged to review and provide such comments as soon as possible. DATES: Comments and related material must either be submitted to the online docket via http://www.regulations.gov on or before November 27, 2009 or reach the Docket Management Facility by that date.

Army Corps of Engineers
David Sneberger presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Don Fogel notified members that the FY10 and FY11 Maintenance Schedules have been drafted.  An email will be sent through the Calling Tree regarding the meeting date for the drafts to be reviewed by industry.
National Weather Service
Lee Hendricks presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Jim McCarville reported on the following grant information:

· The Port will again submit a grant application for monies that would aid in repowering boat engines.  This was promoted as a way to reduce pollution emission. Anyone interested in participating should contact him or JD Fogarty, prior to Thanksgiving.

· An application for a TIGER Grant through the Department of Transportation was submitted on a wireless broadband and AIS systems for the entire waterways system.  This digital communication program will provide many applications. The project was developed with the assistance of AWO. We are also interested in working with terminals and suppliers to develop other applications. Any interested parties should contact him.
Navigation Committee Report
Mike Somales reported on the following:

· It was reiterated that the Waterfront Facility Operations Guide will be revised.
· The Point Marion Bridge demolition has been cancelled and will be rescheduled.  This demolition will cause a 24 hour river closure.
· The Southside Marina preliminary proposal has been submitted to the Navigation Committee for opinion prior to the formal permit request through the Army Corp of Engineers.
Legislative Committee Report
David McQuiston reported on the following:

· Lockage fee opposition continues to grow in Congress as a source of fund replenishment for the Inland Waterways Trust Fund.  Industry representatives and The Army Corp of Engineers are in the process of developing a 20 year plan and a strategy to fund projects efficiently (White Paper Process).  This White Paper Process is nearing conclusion and should be forwarded to the User Board shortly.  There is a strong push for an industry matching fund cap to be placed on projects to eliminate the additional burden to industry associated with the major project delays.

· The Waterways Council has set the dates for the conference and congressional visits.  The Waterways Association will be conducting their visits on February 24th to discuss local issues.  Anyone interested in participating in this DC Trip should contact David McQuiston or Cheryll Cranmer.

· The Chamber of Commerce will be holding a Legislative Reception on December 9th at the Duquesne Club.  Anyone interested in attending should contact Mary Ann Bucci.

Education Committee Report
Dan Lacek was unable to attend the meeting.  Bill Porter provided the following information:

· Dan continues contact with Captain Art Sulzer who presented the membership with details on the Maritime and Intermodal Education Programs in May.  Marine education and careers offer a unique educational opportunity to underserved students in America’s urban cities to explore our Nations rich maritime heritage and to follow a path to high school graduation and a career in the marine/maritime community.

December Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for December 9, 2009 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, December 3rd if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.

Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
December 9, 2009 at 11 a.m.
Luncheon: 

Roasted Butternut Squash Soup
Roasted Sirloin of Beef w/mushroom demi-glace sauce

Scalloped Potatoes

Crème de Menthe Parfait
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, December 3rd to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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