

October Meeting Highlights


Twenty-five Waterways members gathered at the Chartiers Country Club for the October 11th luncheon meeting. 
Coast Guard News
LCDR Russell Holmes presented the following information:

· No additional information is available regarding the TWIC program at this time.  If anything additional develops, notification will be sent to the membership.

· A meeting was held to review and make modifications to the Waterways Action Plan.  Several changes in regulations and language utilized in the plan were modified.
Army Corps of Engineers

Rich Lockwood highlighted the attached report to the membership. (See Attach1)  
National Weather Service
Bill Drzal presented the attached report.  (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
   James McCarville presented the following report:

· The Inland Waterways Users Board is scheduled to meet in Pittsburgh on November 16th - 17th.  The PPC is attempting to arrange a reception. A dinner will be held and anyone wishing to co-sponsor this event should contact Jim directly.

· The Port of Pittsburgh will not be providing a river shuttle service in 2007, but is studying ways in which a long-term service might be viable.

· Upper Allegheny Stakeholders Meeting provided an excellent forum to educate recreational boaters on the Army Corp’s budget process (provided by Rich Lockwood).  COL Hill was also present and provided valuable input to the group.

· A presentation on the completed Practicum was provided.  The presentation highlighted the architectural design for wireless communication between the tow boats, the lock and towing companies. It could eventually provide information to eliminate the duplication in filling both LPMS and WCS forms, save USACE money in reconciling those forms, reduced towing company communication costs and allow towing companies to bill customers sooner. Much work remains to be done, but USACE’s Institute for Water Resources sees the value and has already committed $30,000 to the Huntington district to continue the work. A copy of the demo can be seen on the PPC website: www.port.pittsburgh.pa.us.

Navigation Committee Report
   Dick Ehringer presented the following report:

· Bridge inspections are scheduled to be completed over the next several months around the City of Pittsburgh.

· An application and blueprints for a proposed new bridge at 14.2 below Lock 3 Allegheny River have been reviewed.  The bridge will be 80 feet high and no issue was noted with the application.

· Dick thanked the Coast Guard for their support of Action Plan recommendations.

Legislative Committee Report

Dean Orr was unable to attend the meeting.  Mark Devinney confirmed that the Water Resource Development Act did not pass prior to the end of the session.  The Corp will be operating under continuing resolution until the new budget is passed by Congress once they reconvene.
Other Meeting Comments

   At this time, Mark thanked everyone for their attendance and the meeting was adjourned.
November Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for November 8th at the Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $20. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon.  Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, November 2nd if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.  
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
November 8, 2006 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon: 


Caesar Salad with Fresh Mancini Croutons

Meat Lasagne al Forno w/Garlic Toast and Freshly Grated Parmesan Cheese

Green Beans Almandine

Chocolate Cream Pie
Cost:
$20/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, November 2nd to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 285-8347

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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