

April Meeting Highlights


Thirty-five Waterways members & guests gathered at the Chartiers Country Club for the April 11th luncheon meeting. Jack introduced Tom Philbin, Bob Minto & Sarah Reed as luncheon guests.
Coast Guard News
CDR Steve Wischmann presented the following information:

· The TWIC roll-out continues and further information will be made available as it moves into our area.
· The Waterways Action Plan has been officially approved and is now available on the Coast Guard website.  The Action Plan has been utilized over the past several months and the implementation has been extremely successful.  The action plan can be viewed at http://www.uscg.mil/d8/westernrivers/default.asp
· The Second Marine Incident Summit will be held Thursday, April 12th between Coast Guard, Pittsburgh Navigation Committee & the Huntington District.  These quarterly meetings provide a cooperative dialogue aimed at identifying causes of waterways incidents and what practical steps can be taken to reduce risk, improve safety, and decrease the number of casualties.
· Attached is the 2007 CG Marine Event Listing for your review.  (CG Attach)
Army Corps of Engineers

James Rockovich highlighted the attached report to the membership. (See Attach1)  
Dick Ehringer requested that during the Braddock & Hannibal closures that a website be made available providing boat line-ups on a daily basis.  This will help industry navigate through the area.  Rocky will checked into issue and confirm with Dick the website availability.

Jack English also noted that a short window exists between Braddock & Hannibal closures that could create some back-up through the area.
National Weather Service
   Bill Drzal presented the attached report.  He also informed the membership that additional information will be made available on the NWS website effective early May.  Individuals will be able to sign up for weather alerts on gauges.  Any questions regarding the new information availability should be directed to Bill.  (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report

Mary Ann Bucci provided the following report:

· A Chinese delegation visited Pittsburgh March 28-30th.  Mary Ann thanked CDR Wischmann, Dave Fleming, Mark Devinney, Bill Porter and the Gateway Clipper for their assistance in the Barge 101 course and tour.
· Rep. Jason Altmire toured the Ohio River on Friday, April 6th along with James McCarville, Jack English, Mark Devinney and Bill Porter.  She thanked Ingram Barge for their assistance in this important 3-hour tour.
· A digital map of the Upper Ohio River is now available.  Contact the Port directly regarding this map.
· The EDM (Emsworth, Dashields & Montgomery L&Ds) study proposed funding has increased from $900,000 to $2.2 million.  It appears that our annual DC Trip is making a difference.
Navigation Committee Report
   Dick Ehringer presented the following report:

· New construction will begin at the Sammis Plant that will place two barges 500 feet above the guide wall.  An agreement was made between the Army Corp of Engineers & the Sammis Plant regarding barge placements that would have created a very difficult navigation issues.  The Navigation Committee has now met with Sammis Plant officials and an agreement was made to move equipment out of that area when work is not being completed.  A Navigation Notice (sent shortly) will notify industry that at mile 48 – 50 (30 minute notice), a call should be placed to one of the helper boats listed within the notice during Stage 1 of the project.  These helper boats will be made available 24-hours a day.  Campbell Transportation will also offer service if in that area.  Another meeting will be conducted prior to Stage 2.  Please Note:  If assistance is not being provided through this area, please contact the Navigation Committee.
Legislative Committee Report

Mark Devinney notified the membership that the WRDA made it through the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee will no amendments.  However, it now goes to the Senate Floor and will be reconciled with the House version.  Further information will be forwarded when available.
Other Meeting Comments

   The Waterways will be conducting the following seminars for 2007:

Man Overboard Seminar – July 18, 2007 (Floreffe Fire Hall)

Barge Breakaway Seminar (Manager Version) – September 20, 2007 at Chartiers Country Club.

   Further information will be forwarded to the membership as it become available.

May Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for May 9th at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon.  Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, May 3rd if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.  

Please note the increase in the luncheon cost - $25.00.
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
May 9, 2007 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon: 

Mixed Field Green Salad w/Chartiers Croutons & raspberry vinaigrette 
Vegetarian Angel Hair Past Primavera w/garden vegetables, garlic & olive oil served with garlic toast

Cherry Crisp w/vanilla ice cream
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, May 3rd to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101
Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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