

April Meeting Highlights

Thirty-four Waterways members & guests gathered at the Chartiers Country Club for the April 8th luncheon meeting. Mike Somales, on behalf of Bill Porter who was unable to attend, recognized guests:  John Fedkoe of TowLine River Service, Inc.; John Cheek of the US Army Corp of Engineers and CDR Rich Timme of US Coast Guard.
Mike Somales introduced speaker Ken Komoroski who addressed the membership concerning the upcoming Walmart Forrest Wood Cup (FLW) Fishing Tournament.  This tournament is larger than the BassMaster Tournament and will be held in Pittsburgh July 30 – August 2.  Meetings have been held with the US Army Corp of Engineers and Coast Guard in an effort to minimize industry impact.  For those interested in more details regarding this tournament, view the website at www.flw.flwoutdoors.com.  

Coast Guard News
CDR Steve Wischmann reported on the following:

· A recommendation was made for a meeting with the Navigation Committee regarding the FLW Tournament details.

· The importance of the Man Overboard seminar was highlighted with the recent deckhand loss this week.  Sympathy and condolences to the family of Mike Harvey was extended by the Coast Guard and also all members of the Waterways Association of Pittsburgh. 

· The 10th Marine Incident Summit has been scheduled for May 15th in Marietta.

· Eunice Ratcliff was recognized for the distribution of Merchant Mariner Consolidated Credential information.  
· The TWIC compliance deadline is April 15th and no additional updated information is available at this time.

· CDR Rich Timme was introduced as the incoming Commanding Officer of Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit Pittsburgh.  The Change of Command ceremony will be held on June 25, 2009.

Army Corps of Engineers
David Sneberger presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
During the concurrent lock closures at Emsworth and Dashields, Eunice Ratcliff will be the point person from the Waterways Association of Pittsburgh.  Strong communication with industry will be utilized to aid in minimizing impact to navigation.
COL Crall addressed the membership regarding the strong partnership developed with legislative representatives to insure safe and secure navigation.  All proposals submitted for the stimulus funding are being reviewed by the OMB (Operations, Management & Budget) and at this time no monies have flowed to any project.  It also appears that it might take congressional action to develop a solution to the Inland Waterways Trust Fund.

National Weather Service
William Drzal presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Mary Ann Bucci reported on the following:

· It appears that in 2010 the “Lockage Fee” issue will be discussed again. While this was soundly defeated last year, Congressional speakers at both the Waterways Council briefing and the National Waterways Conference invited industry to propose an alternative solution, or, they said, Congress would come up with its own plan. While lockage fees are intolerable for us, others will fight any increase in the fuel tax. 
· The quarterly lockage report has been completed and illustrates a 14% decreased in tonnage.  This information is posted on the Port’s website.

· The Port of Pittsburgh Commission has created a small grants program, of $5,000 to $20,000, for non-profits and local units of government in southwestern Pennsylvania. The grants may be used for sustainable, port-related economic development projects. Projects may be educational, recreational, environmental or touristic in nature or support some other economic development activities related to the rivers or streams of the 12-county Port of Pittsburgh district. Several grants have already been awarded.  The Grant Applications are available on the Port’s website.

· The Port has also requested stimulus monies to aid in the repowering boat engines.  Applications are due by April 14th.  The Port’s website contains the application or you can contact JD Fogarty directly.
Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff reported on the following:

· The recent 8-hour large 110’ X 600’ chamber closure at Emsworth Locks & Dam Ohio River Mile 6.2 had little impact on industry.  The second closure will be from 0800 to 1600 on Thursday April 09, 2009 to conduct underwater diving inspections of the poiree boxes.  The 56’ X 360’ chamber will be open, but there will be no double lockages permitted during this closure.
· Recent repair work being conducted at Point Marion required a change in the gate opening sequence, creating a significant back lash on the lower guide wall.  The Lockmaster was contacted and all mariners were advised to transit the lock with caution.  The repair work was completed without any incidences.
· Cofferdam work has begun at Mile 59.1 on the Monongahela River for the new Pennsylvania Turnpike Bridge.  The channel is limited to 345’ and mariners have been requested to proceed at a minimum safe speed.  Please refer to the USCG Notice to Mariners Broadcast for additional information.
· The stage 1 demolition plan is being tentatively set for the Pomeroy-Mason Bridge at mile 251.2 on the Ohio River.  Look for emails regarding river closures updates and navigational information.
· Several permits have been issued and have been deemed to be non-hazardous to navigation.  However, several public notices have been posted on the Army Corp website:

· Public Notice #09-9 Monongahela River Mile 46 – expansion of existing marina.

· Public Notice #08-20A Allegheny River Mile 0.8 – Sheet piling installation and boat mooring development.

· Public Notice #08-26 Allegheny River Mile 11.35 – development of a floating boat dock.

It is recommended that members review the above listed applications.

Legislative Committee Report
· Dave McQuiston was unable to attend.  Mark Devinney confirmed that Congressman Altmire recently attended a Allegheny Chamber of Commerce meeting and confirmed the importance of rivers to the region’s economy.
Education Committee Report
Dan Lacek provided the following report:

· A questionnaire will be sent to the membership to obtain information regarding short and long term employment needs.  Due to the diverse membership, this will aid the committee in determining committee’s focus.
· Maritime industry leaders have developed the first National Maritime Curriculum.  Course content will include shipbuilding and repair, merchant marine and port operations.  The committee is in the process of establishing communication with the group to determine the potential of offering the curriculum in our region and if the Waterway Association can assist them in that mission. 
Other Meeting Comments

   James Guttman highlighted the following upcoming Pittsburgh Maritime Club events:

April 14th -
RiverQuest Tour


April 24th -
Hunting Hills Clay Shoot


May 14th -

QuickSilver Golf Outing

Any interested in attending any of these events should contact Cheryll.

May Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for May 13, 2009 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, May 7th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.

Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club

May 13, 2009 at Noon

Luncheon: 

Seasonal Fresh Fruit Cup
Broiled Fillet of Boston Scrod – with Lemon Herb Butter

Green Beans Almandine

Strawberry Parfait
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, May 7th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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