RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. of Pittsburgh Meeting 8/12/09
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

The average temperature in July was the fifth coldest on record at the Pittsburgh International Airport with only 6 days averaging above normal.   Most of the rain in July fell during the last ten days of the month. In the Allegheny River basin rainfall averaged 5.5 inches or about 1.00 inch above normal. In the Monongahela, Ohio, and Muskingum basins rainfall averaged 3.00 - 3.50 inches or 0.75 – 1.25 inches below normal. 

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 4.12 inches, which is 0.16 of an inch above normal. Temperature averaged 3.2 degrees below normal. 

For the first 11 days of August temperatures were 0.3 degrees/day below normal, and precipitation was 1.37 inches which is 0.16 of an inch above normal. Rainfall for the year is 22.33 inches or 2.01 inches below normal.
RIVER FLOWS 
Monthly stream flows for July were near normal with the exception of the Allegheny River basin where flows averaged above normal. There were only minor rises of two feet or less on the main stem rivers.
HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is near normal. Flows are 60% of normal In the Monongahela River, 600 -800% of normal in the Allegheny River, and 300% normal on the Ohio River.  A widespread 2.00 – 3.00 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours will bring rivers to bankfull.  
WEATHER FORECAST

Today…Mostly cloudy. High in the upper 70s.
Tonight…Partly cloudy. Low near 60.
Thursday…Mostly sunny. High in the lower 80s.
Thursday night…Partly cloudy. Low in the lower 60s.
Friday…Mostly sunny. High in the upper 80s.
Friday night… Partly cloudy. Low in the mid 60s
Saturday…Mostly sunny. High in the upper 80s.
Saturday night…Partly cloudy. Low in the upper 60s.
Sunday…Partly sunny. High in the mid 80s. 
Monday… 30% chance of thunderstorms.  Low in the upper 60s.  High near 85
Tuesday…30% chance of thunderstorms.  Low in the upper 60s.  High near 85
8-14 Day Outlook…near normal temperature and flows.
August Outlook...below normal temperature and near normal flows
Aug-Sep-Oct Outlook…near normal temperature and flows
