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July 2, 2010
USCG Safety Advisory issued as follows:

Monongahela River Mile 32 to 33:

The United States Coast Guard Captain of the Port has issued this safety advisory due to shoaling in the vicinity of mile marker 32 to mile marker 33 on the Monongahela River.  Vessels and barges with a draft greater than 9 feet should avoid transiting this area.  All other vessels should exercise caution when transiting this area.

Please be advised Amherst/Madison is currently dredging the area of Monongahela River Mile 32 - 33 to accommodate navigation without the restriction.  Dredging is anticipated to be completed later this afternoon. 

 Please be advised, dredging has been completed at mile marker 32 - 33 Monongahela River.  Please favor left descending bank for 9'+ drafts.  Please use extreme caution while navigating this portion of the river.
July 3, 2010
USCG Safety Zone established as follows:

Allegheny River Mile 0.05 to 0.4:

The Coast Guard has established a temporary safety zone for Pittsburgh Three Rivers Regatta Powerboat Races on the Allegheny River from mile marker 0.05 (the Pump house on the Point) to mile marker 0.4 (the 6th Street Bridge), extending the entire width of the river from 13:00 until 1500, 1530 to 1730, and 1800 to 1900.  There will be brief breaks from approximately 1500 until 1530, and 1730 until 1800 for marine traffic to pass through the area (no docking).

Allegheny River Mile 0.4 to 0.6:

The Coast Guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Pittsburgh Pirates fireworks from mile marker 0.4 to mile marker 0.6 on the Allegheny River.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:00 pm until approximately 11:30 pm on Saturday, July 3, 2010.
July 3, 2010 - Continued
USCG Safety Advisory issued as follows:

Ohio River In The Vicinity of Mile 43.1:

The United States Coast Guard Captain of the Port has issued this safety advisory due to shore fireworks in the vicinity of mile 43.1 Ohio River 330 feet out from the left descending bank from 2200 to approximately 2230.  All vessels should exercise caution when transiting this area. All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.
July 4, 2010
USCG Safety Zone established as follows:

Ohio River Mile 73.5 to 74.5:

The Coast Guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Wellsburg 4th of July fireworks from mile marker 73.5 to mile marker 74.5 on the Ohio River extending 330 feet from the left descending bank.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:00 pm until approximately 11:00 pm on Sunday, July 4, 2010.

Monongahela River Mile 31.9 to 32.1:

The Coast Guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Monongahela fireworks from mile marker 31.9 to mile marker 32.1 on the Monongahela River extending 200 feet from the left descending bank.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:30 pm until approximately 10:15 pm on Sunday, July 4, 2010.

Allegheny River Mile 0.05 to 0.4:

The Coast Guard has established a temporary safety zone for the Pittsburgh Three Rivers Regatta Powerboat Races on the Allegheny River from mile marker 0.05 (the Pump house on the Point) to mile marker 0.4 (the 6th Street Bridge), extending the entire width of the river from 1330 until 1500, 1630 until1830, and 1900 until 2000.  There will be brief breaks from approximately 1500 to 1630, 1830 to 1900 for marine traffic to pass through the area (no docking).

Ohio, Monongahela, and Allegheny Rivers Mile .5 Ohio River to .05 Allegheny River and to mile .05 Monongahela River:

The Coast Guard has established a temporary safety zone on the Ohio, Monongahela, and Allegheny Rivers for the Pittsburgh Three Rivers Regatta Fireworks from mile marker 0.5 on the Ohio River (the meeting point of Casino Drive and the Three Rivers Trail) to mile marker 0.05 on the Allegheny River (Pump house, 330 feet from the Point up-river) and to mile marker 0.05 on the Monongahela River (Bathhouse, 330 feet from the Point up-river), extending the entire width of the rivers from 2100 until 2230.

July 5, 2010

Ohio River Closure Mile 848:

COTP issued a closure to ALL COMMERCIAL TRAFFIC at MM 848, OHR due to shoaling at the mouth of the Wabash River, awaiting results of the ACOE survey.  Once we have an idea of the condition of the river, we can modify the closure to allow traffic with restrictions, if possible.

July 6, 2010:

Monongahela River Mile 19.7:

The red buoy at Peter’s creek, Monongahela River Mile 19.7 was found to be missing and was reported to the USCG.

Ohio River – Robert C. Byrd Mile 279.2:

ACOE main chamber closure.  Begin double locking through the small chamber. 
July 11, 2010:
USCG Special Local Regulation established as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a special local regulation for the 2010 search for Monongy from mile marker 0.0 (point state park) on the Allegheny River to mile marker 0.7 (7th street bridge) extending the entire width of the river.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this regulated area unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The special local regulation will enter into effect at 9:30 am until approximately 2:00 pm on Sunday, July 11, 2010. 
July 13 - 14, 2010:

USCG Safety Zone established as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the Port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Pennsylvania turnpike bridge demolition from mile marker 13.7 to mile marker 14.5 on the Allegheny River, extending the entire width of the river.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the Captain of the Port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 6:00 am on July 13, 2010 to 12:00 p.m. on July 14, 2010.

July 14, 2010

Drift Management Practices:

The Navigation Committee is working with the Army Corps of Engineers in developing a drift management procedure for the Ohio River locks in the Pittsburgh District.  The Huntington and Louisville Navigation Committees have developed a drift management process that works in conjunction with the Waterways Action Plan.  We would like to develop a similar procedure for the Pittsburgh District.  
Allegheny River Mile Re-opened:
As of Noon today 7/14/10 the Coast Guard verified that the bridge structure had been adequately removed to allow navigation to resume on the river.  All should continue to be aware that removal activities will continue in the area until the entire structure has been removed and that caution should be exercised.   Any Tows needing assistance may contact the MV Donna Lee or Anna S.

Monongahela River Lock #3 Closure:

The Repair Party scheduled an 8 hour shutdown of Lock 3 Monongahela River on Wednesday, 14 July 2010, to replace the upper portions of the hydraulic lines on the middle wall.  Please refer to Notice to Navigation Interests 10-19.

July 15, 2010:

USCG Safety Alert 05-10 issued:
USCG Safety Alert 05-10 was issued regarding AIS Text Messaging Concerns:  Usage During Navigation and Emergencies and Ensuring Accurate AIS Data.
July 16, 2010

USCG Credential Certificate for Framing:

The Coast Guard is finalizing development of a Merchant Mariner Certificate, suitable for framing, which will soon be available for mariners who hold or have held a valid Merchant Mariner Credential to download from a Coast Guard web site, print and proudly display.  Note that these certificates are for display purposes only.  The mariner will still need to have his passport like document on their person when working.  The following link is the notice from the NMC.  http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/announcements/info_bulletin_certificates_for_framing.pdf
July 17, 2010: 
USCG Safety Zone established as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Pittsburgh pirate’s fireworks from mile marker 0.4 to mile marker 0.6 on the Allegheny River.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:00 pm until approximately 11:30 pm on Saturday, July 17, 2010.
July 18, 2010

Ohio River Ski:

Mark Miller and his two sons are planning to ski the entire length of the Ohio River beginning on July 18th at Pittsburgh and on or about the 23rd ending up at Cairo. This is a fund raiser for DAV. For further information on this event the web site is www.dav.org/marathonski/default.aspx.   The USCG is reaching out to the event organizer to discuss safety issues.

July 19, 2010 
Lock #3 Monongahela River Closure:
The Repair Party closed both lock chambers to all navigation traffic for four hours to replace old hydraulic line.  The Repair Party is planning an 8 hour shutdown of the lock on Wednesday, 21 July 2010, to replace the portions of the hydraulic lines in the gallery under the middle wall building. This is one of the Navigation Notices intermittent scheduled shut downs.  

July 20, 2010
Lock #3 Monongahela River Closure:
The Repair Party closed both lock chambers to all navigation traffic for 3 1/2 hours to replace hydraulic lines.
July 21, 2010

Lock #3 Monongahela River Closure:
 The Repair Party closed both lock chambers to all navigation traffic for 8 hours to replace the portions of the hydraulic lines in the gallery under the middle wall building.
July 23, 2010

Lock #3 Monongahela River Closure:
Lock 3 Monongahela River is closed for 4 ½ hours for a scheduled intermittent closure to replace hydraulic piping.
July 24, 2010 
USCG Safety Zone Allegheny River Mile 11.5 -12.5:
Oakmont Yacht Club Regatta - Partial and Full River Closures The Coast Guard hereby gives notice that the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Oakmont Yacht Club Regatta from mile marker 11.5 to mile marker 12.5 on the Allegheny River, extending 150 feet out from the left descending bank, from 11:30 am until 3:30 pm.  An additional safety zone will be in place from mile marker 11.9 to mile marker 12.1 on the Allegheny River from 9:30 pm until 11:00 pm.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within these safety zones unless specifically authorized by the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on VHF-FM Channel 16 or the Captain of the Port at 412-644-5808.  

8:00 AM to 8:00 PM (daily) Three Rivers Arts Festival: No River Closure Allegheny River mile marker 0.2-0.3, Display of an inflatable object to be moored along the North Shore not to extend further than 40 feet outward from shore. 
USCG Safety Zone Ohio River Mile 90.0 – 90.5:
Upper Ohio Valley Italian Festival - Full River Closure The Coast Guard hereby gives notice that the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Upper Ohio Valley Italian Festival fireworks from mile marker 90.0 to mile marker 90.5 on the Ohio River.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on VHF-FM Channel 16 or the Captain of the Port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:15 pm until approximately 10:15 pm on Saturday, July 24, 2010.

Blessing of the Fleet:

12:00 PM (noon) to 4:00 PM Blessing of the Fleet: No River Closure Allegheny River MM 0.0-0.1

July 27, 2010

Sammis Power Plant – Ohio River Mile 53.8:

Folks from Sammis have voice some concerns pertaining to how close some tows have came to their water intake when making their approach to New Cumberland lock. All of us who have made New Cumberland, knew, that a draw did exist and how to adjust our approach accordingly. Some of us measured the draw usually by the amount of drift against the water intake grating or by the smoke from the stacks. The more smoke the harder the draw. All of us have new pilots, some who may not be aware when making their s/b approach they may encounter a draw from the power plant. These same folks probably have wondered how they got so close to the bank.  This bit of information may benefit them.  To be proactive communicate with your wheelhouse folks about the draw and how it may effect their southbound approach. This will enable the captain/pilot to make their approach accordingly. I have also been informed that if necessary the tug at Sammis will assist a s/b tow if deemed necessary.  
July 30, 2010

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Pennsylvania turnpike bridge demolition from mile marker 13.7 to mile marker 14.5 on the Allegheny River, extending the entire width of the river.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 8:30 am until 11:30 am on July 30, 2010.

July 30 – 31, 2010

USCG Safety Advisory Monongahela River Mile 23.0:
Elizabeth Fireman's Riverfest - No River Closure The United States Coast Guard Captain of the Port has issued this safety advisory due to shore fireworks in the vicinity of mile 23 Monongahela River from 5:00 pm to approximately 11:00 pm.  All vessels should exercise caution when transiting this area. All concerned traffic can contact the Coast Guard on VHF-FM channel 16 or the Captain of the Port at 412-644-5808.

August 1, 2010 

USCG Temporary Regulated Area Allegheny River Mile 0.0 – 1.0:
Pittsburgh Triathlon - Partial River Closure The Coast Guard hereby gives notice that the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh has established a temporary regulated area for the Pittsburgh Triathlon from mile marker 0.0 to mile marker 1.0 on the Allegheny River, extending 300 feet out from the right descending bank.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this regulated area unless specifically authorized by the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the Coast Guard on VHF-FM Channel 16 or the Captain of the Port at 412-644-5808.  The regulated area will enter into effect at 5:30 am until approximately 9:30 am on Sunday, August 1, 2010.

August 2, 2010:

Monongahela Lock & Dam #3 River Chamber Closed To Navigation:

Notice is given that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Repair Fleet will be renovating both the upstream and downstream lock gate miter sills in the 56’ x 360’ river lock chamber at Braddock L/D, Monongahela River. The repair work is scheduled to begin at 12:01 AM on August 2, 2010 and will be completed by 11:00 PM on September 3, 2010.  The 56’ x 360’ river lock chamber will be closed to traffic during the scheduled work period. The 110’ x 720’ land lock chamber will remain open to navigation, but there will be intermittent delays to navigation at the beginning and end of this work period.  Please refer to Notice to Navigation Interests 10-21.

Public Notice 10-41 Application No. 2010-1158:

The applicant proposes to operate and maintain a private recreational dock extending 40-feet into the Allegheny River, Left Bank, Mile 66.5, Phillipston, Clarion County, Pennsylvania 

Applicant: Daniel Kostella

The public notice can be viewed by clicking on this link: http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/public_notice.htm
August 7, 2010 

USCG Safety Zone Allegheny River Mile 0.4 – 0.7:
Pittsburgh Pirates Skyblast - Full River Closure The Coast Guard hereby gives notice that the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Pittsburgh Pirates Skyblast fireworks from mile marker 0.4 to mile marker 0.7 on the Allegheny River.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the Coast Guard on VHF-FM Channel 16 or the Captain of the Port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:00 pm until approximately 11:30 pm on Saturday, August 7, 2010.

USCG Safety Zone Allegheny River Mile 5.7 – 5.9:
Guyasuta Days Fireworks - Partial River Closure The Coast Guard hereby gives notice that the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Guyasuta Days fireworks from mile marker 5.7 to mile marker 5.9 on the Allegheny River, extending 300 feet out from the right descending bank.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the Coast Guard on VHF-FM Channel 16 or the Captain of the Port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:30 pm until approximately 11:00 pm on Saturday, August 7, 2010.

Ohio River Montgomery Lock & Dam Auxiliary Chamber Closure:

The USACE experienced a malfunction with the gate arm on the upper small lock gate at Montgomery.  The auxiliary chamber will be out of operation thru the remainder of the weekend until the damage can be accessed on Monday.

August 9, 2010:

Ohio River Montgomery Lock & Dam Auxiliary Chamber Re-opened:

As of 1115 hrs. Montgomery's auxiliary chamber was placed back in operation.  PEWARS supplied the parts/tools and the maintenance staff at Montgomery completed the repairs.  There were no delays to industry a result of this malfunction.

Sammis Power Plant – Ohio River Mile 53.8:
Please be advised that Sammis continues to voice concerns regarding how close vessels are coming to their water intakes while making their southbound approach to New Cumberland Lock.

Please ensure that all vessel crewmembers are aware that there is a water intake at the First Energy’s (Ohio Edison) Sammis Plant at Ohio River, Mile 53.8.  This intake is just upstream of the approach to New Cumberland Locks. Vessel Captains & Pilots should be alert to the draw they may encounter from this Water Intake while making a southbound approach into the Locks.  This could draw a tow into the water intake potentially damaging the vessel or tow, as well as damaging the intake shutting down the plant. 

Vessels can contact the Sammis Plant’s Process Supervisor (740)537-6541 for further information or assistance.  
August 11, 2010:

Hatfield Power Station Monongahela River Mile 78.5:
Please be advised a swimming lane buoy has been reported in the Monongahela River channel at Hatfield Power Station up river from the unloader.  Please use caution when transiting this area.

August 12, 2010:

Monongahela River Mile 25.5 – Intermittent Delays:
Madison Coal & Supply will begin installing a new pipeline river crossing at Mile 25.5 on the Mon River on Thursday, August 12th.  We expect intermittent delays to traffic during the afternoon of this date extending into Friday August 13th; however, we do not expect a complete river closure during this phase of construction.   On Thursday August 12th and Friday August 13th we ask that traffic contact the M/V Florence T on channels 13 or 16 prior to approaching the job site to determine to status of the river.  We will exhaust all efforts to reduce the delays to traffic.  USACE Notice to Navigation No. 10-17 was issued May 19th relating to this project, however, the specific date of the closure was unknown at that time.  Thank you for your cooperation concerning this matter.  Should you have any questions you may contact Keith Blount or myself at 304-926-1100. 

     

