Operations Division





                           15 December 2004
MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  December 2004 Meeting

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - There are no jobs scheduled that will result in lock closures or delays through 28 February 2005.
Lock & Dam 4, Monongahela River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers contractor at Lock 4 (Charleroi) removed the small 56ft x 360ft lock chamber from operation on 12 April 2004.  Thus the large 56ft x 720ft lock chamber is the only means to transit Charleroi until construction of the new 84ft x 720ft river lock chamber is completed in the next 10-12 years.  The contractor is continuing work to prepare the river lock chamber for future construction of the new river wall.  On 27 September the Corps accepted the bid of $96,553,429 from A Joint Venture of Trumbull Corporation and Brayman Construction Corporation for construction of the new lock river wall at Charleroi.  It is anticipated that the Notice to Proceed will not be issued until June 2005.
2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.

a. Daily Navigation Conditions:



www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:   

            wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil/current/
c. Pittsburgh District Navigation Notices:  
            www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm    
3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
a. HURRICANE IVAN RECOVERY - The District has received authority through emergency supplemental requests following the “Ivan” flooding event for funds to perform dredging.  Our Program & Project Management Branch has started the process to prepare plans and specs in order to award a contract later in 2005.
b. FY05 & FY06 MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE – The CEWAAG met on 15 December 2004 to review the proposed FY05 Navigation Maintenance Schedule and the tentative FY06 Schedule.  Representatives of the Waterways Association provided comments on the schedules.
c. HIGH WATER ACTION PLAN – A CEWAAG meeting has been requested for coordination with USCG to develop an action plan for high water event hazards.  Date TBD
                                                                                    HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
                                                                                    RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD           

                                                                   

Chief, Operations Division         
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh Meeting 12/15/04

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.erh.noaa.gov/er/pbz 
WEATHER RECAP
Rainfall was near to slightly above normal in the Monongahela, and Ohio River basins averaging 2.75 – 3.5 inches.  In the Allegheny River basin rainfall averaged 2.5 inches or about 0.50 of an inch below normal.

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 3.19 inches, which was 0.17 inches above normal. Temperature averaged 3.6 of a degree/day above normal.  Since 1 January the total precipitation has been 54.82 inches, which is 19.83 inches above normal. 

RIVER FLOWS
Seven day average flows remained at or above normal throughout the month.  The majority of rainfall in November occurred during the last half of the month.  With the loss of vegetation and increased rainfall, river levels showed a slow rise of 1 to 2 feet during the last two weeks of the month. At the end of the month, when compared to the long term median flows, flows averaged 100-150 percent of normal in the Allegheny and Ohio River basins and150-200 percent of normal in the Monongahela River basin. 

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

High water potential is above normal. Rivers flows are 150 to 200 percent of normal. Groundwater levels are high, and soils are moist. The wet weather pattern that has brought storms out of the south and moving north through the Great Lakes over the past several weeks followed by brief cold snaps is forecast to persist.  A widespread 1.5 to 2.0 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring the major rivers to bank full.    

The Dec Outlook is for near normal temperatures and above precipitation.

The Jan-Feb-Mar Outlook is for near normal temperature and below normal precipitation. 

