

December Meeting Highlights


Thirty Waterways members & guests gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the December 14th luncheon meeting.  CDR Wyman Briggs introduced Chief Dennis Hawkins and Petty Officer Shawntae Kinsberry-Guerrier to their first meeting.  A welcome was also extended to Mike Bates of First Energy. 
Coast Guard News
CDR Wyman Briggs highlighted the following issue: 

· With the approaching high water season and the onset of adverse river conditions, the Coast Guard in conjunction with the Waterways Association and the Army Corp of Engineers will be initiating Operation Fleet Sweep.  Joint teams made up of personnel from the Coast Guard and the Army Corps of Engineers will conduct inspections of various fleets within the Pittsburgh zone.  This project is a proactive approach to barge breakaway issues.  The main focus of these inspections is compliance to the companies Fleet Operations Guide.  The Coast Guard has issued a MSU Pittsburgh Information Bulletin that was forwarded to the WAP membership by email.
Army Corps of Engineers

Richard Lockwood presented the attached report to the membership. (See Attach1)

COL Steve Hill personally expressed thanks to the Waterways Association for their assistance during the Hannibal shutdown.  COL Hill along with Rich Lockwood will be attending an AAR (After Action Review) meeting at Army Corp headquarter office.  They will have the privilege to represent what industry and the Corp can accomplish under adverse conditions when both work toward a united goal. 
National Weather Service

William Drzal presented the attached report.  (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
   Mary Ann Bucci reported the following:

· December 15th is the last test date concluding the first phase on the SmartLock project.  Jeppesen will be handling the marketing of the units to the tow boat operators and the Port will continue to work on having these units installed on the lock and dams.

· The Port has approved a $100,000 loan for General Trade Corporation to assist the company in bringing approximately 40,000 tons of coal a month down from mines in Greene County and West Virginia to Braddock and Alicia, PA and then truck the coal to New Florence, PA for use in the company’s Conemaugh Power Station. The money is financing a blending control device in New Florence.

· Reports indicate that the tonnage on the Pittsburgh River System has increased by 15% this past year.  Mary Ann addressed a comment from the last meeting regarding the new larger barge capacities that may cause an understatement of tonnage.  An average rate is being used due to the wide range of tonnage on the rivers and should provide close estimate.

Navigation Committee Report
Dick Ehringer reported that a meeting was held with Army Corp representatives to review the 2006/2007 Maintenance Schedule.  Industry has made several recommendations to the Corp regarding the Braddock closure and 2007 Hannibal closure.  The Corp will now review those recommendations and follow-up with the Navigation Committee.
Legislative Committee Report

Deane Orr was not present at the meeting.  No additional information was reported under this item.
Other Meeting Comments


Mark Devinney wished everyone a Merry Christmas and with no other business to discuss, the meeting was concluded.
January Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for January 11th at the Stone Mansion Restaurant. Directions are attached for your convenience.  Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, January 5th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting. 
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Stone Mansion Restaurant
January 11, 2006 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon: includes House Salad & choice of dessert
  Choice of entrees:



Chicken Romano


  
*chicken breast dipped in a Romano cheese, egg batter and 


sautéed – finished with a light lemon sauce


Virginia Spots
Provencale


*Virginia spots fillets sautéed with scallion, tomato and 


fresh basil in a light white wine sauce

Cost:
$20/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

Luncheon Selection: ____________________________________________

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, January 5th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 285-8347

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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