U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh                                                       13 December 2006
Operations Division





                              
MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  December 2006 Meeting

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 31 January 2007.
Montgomery Dam, Ohio River Update-   A navigation accident on 18 October 2006 resulted in dam gate #8 being knocked from its hoisting chains completely destroying it and dam gate #4 being severely damaged.  Gravity dams have been installed in gate bay #8 and in gate bay #4.  A contract has been awarded to install anchors in both gravity dams to reinforce the dams against ice loading and high water overtopping.  The anchoring work will be completed this week on both gravity dams.  The gravity dams are closing off the flow through each gate bay until new dam lift gates can be procured and installed.  Technical Support Division completed plans and specifications for the fabrication and installation of new dam gates to replace gates #4 and #8.  Request for proposal W911WN-07-R-0002 has been issued to the public for the New Gates Replacement at Montgomery Locks and Dam.  The Request for Proposal package has been released through the FedTeDS website.  Pre-proposal conference has been re-scheduled for Wednesday, 20 December at 10:00 A.M. at Montgomery.  Date to receive offers is 4 January 2007 but may be extended.  This is a negotiated procurement, not an invitation for bid, so there will be no public bid opening.  The Corps will award to the lowest price, technically acceptable offeror.  Any questions, please contact Donna Metz in Contracting Branch at 412-395-7468.
The Repair Fleet is replacing deteriorated structural members and riveted connections on 3 dam lift gates.  The repairs to #6 dam lift gate have been recently completed and will be followed by subsequent repairs to #5 and #2 dam lift gates; this repair work on the 3 dam gates is not related to the navigation accident.  
There is currently no unrestricted flow on the dam.  With the maintenance bulkheads set in the gate bay where dam lift gate repairs are being made and the 2 gravity dams in place in gate bays #4 and #8, we have capability to operate the other 7 dam lift gates to control pool levels up to 70-feet of dam opening.  

2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt

b. Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil
            c. District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm                                                           

SUBJECT:  December 2006 Meeting                                                               13 December 2006

3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST - 

o   Navigation Notice 06-DRAFT containing the planned schedule of lock maintenance work during calendar years 2007 and 2008 is attached for waterways industry review and comment.  Please provide comments to Jim Rockovich (phone: 412-395-7171; fax: 412-644-5059; email:

james.j.rockovich@usace.army.mil) by 20 December 2006; a meeting can be scheduled, if requested.
o   Thanks to all for your tireless efforts and support throughout the past year.  Best Wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!
                                                                             RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD    

                                                                             Chief, Operations Division         
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RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh Meeting 12/13/06

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 


WEATHER RECAP

Temperature was above normal in November, and rainfall was below normal.  There was only one significant rain event which occurred on 16-17 November. Rainfall averaged about 2.75 inches in the Allegheny and Monongahela River basins which 0.75 of an inch below normal and about 1.75 inches in the Ohio River basin or 1.5 inches below normal. 

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 1.40 inches, which is 1.62 inches below normal. Temperature averaged 2.9 degrees/day above normal. 

For the first 12 days of December temperatures were 0.8 of a degree/day below normal and rainfall was 0.37 of an inch or 0.78 of an inch below normal.  Total precipitation since 1 Jan 2006 is 33.28 inches which is 2.86 inches below normal.

RIVER FLOWS

At the beginning of November seven day average flows were above normal in the Monongahela River basin and much above normal in the Allegheny and Ohio River basins. Rivers receded to near normal levels by mid month.  The storm on 16-17 November produced 0.75 -1.5 inches of rain in most areas with as much as 2.0 – 3.0 inches in portions of the Allegheny River basin. As a result rises were 3 – 6 feet on the Allegheny River, 4 - 8 feet on the Monongahela River, 4 – 10 feet on the Ohio River. Following this rise rivers, fell to near normal levels by the end of the month. 

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is near normal. Flows are near normal on the Allegheny River and 25 to 30 percent of the long term median flow on the Monongahela and Ohio Rivers.  A widespread 2.0 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours will to bring rivers to bankfull.  

WEATHER FORECAST

Today:  Mostly cloudy. High in the lower 50s.
Tonight: Partly cloudy. Low in the upper 30s.
Thursday: Partly cloudy. High in the upper 50s. 
Thursday Night:  Partly cloudy. Low in the lower 40s.
Friday: Mostly cloudy. High in the mid 50s.
Friday night:    Partly Cloudy. Low in the mid 30s.    

Saturday:  High in the lower 50s.

Monday through Tuesday:  Mostly cloudy with a few showers. Low in the mid 30s. High in the lower 50s.
8 to 14 day forecast…above temperature and precipitation. 

Dec Outlook...near normal temperature and flows.

Dec-Jan-Feb Outlook…above normal temperature and slightly below normal flows.

