

December Highlights

Twenty-nine Waterways members and guests gathered at Bella Sera for the December 14, 2011 luncheon meeting.  
Coast Guard News

CDR Rich Timme provided the following report:

· CW02 Shawn Brooks was introduced as one of the marine inspectors.  Attendees were encouraged to ask him any questions they may have in regards to vessel inspections.  

· A review of upcoming marine events and river closures were reviewed.  A brief river closure is scheduled New Years (December 31st) for a fireworks display.

· Plans for the 2012 Joint Conference of Harbor Safety Committees and Area Maritime Security Committees are underway.  The Coast Guard is working closely with the Waterways Association of Pittsburgh in the planning of this event.  Sponsorships for the conference are being sought and anyone interested can connect Mary Ann Bucci.  One conference highlight will be a social event scheduled for Wednesday, August 29 that will highlight the city of Pittsburgh.  Attendees will board the Gateway Clipper for a river cruise.  Attendees will have the opportunity to attend a Pirates game at PNC Park, visit the Rivers Casino or just stay on the boat and enjoy entertainment.

· Happy Holiday & New Years wishes were extended to the group.  Appreciation was expressed for all the efforts to maintain maritime safety within the Port.

Army Corps of Engineers
Terry Falcon presented the attached report. (See Attach1)  
The staffing reduction on the Allegheny River begins on December 18, 2011.  There will be two shifts:  8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 4 p.m. to Midnight (16 hours).  Advance requests will be necessary to complete a double lockage.
PLEASE NOTE: With the locks being closed from midnight to 8 a.m., additional morning delays could be experienced in the event of ice or extreme bad weather.  Please plan accordingly. 

National Weather Service
Bill Drzal provided the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Jim McCarville provided the following report:

· Port board members were recognized:  David McQuiston who is heading the Strategic Planning process and Rex Woodward who is heading the technology effort.  On the technology front, a recent demonstration from Carnegie Mellon University in relation to mobile robotic boats with capabilities to collect river data was conducted.

· August 2012 will provide many opportunities with several planned conferences to highlight the city and education opportunities regarding the local lock & dam infrastructure deficiencies.

· At the recent board meeting, changes in the loan program were finalized.  Loans are now available to encourage the pre-positioning of cargo (such as Marcellus Shale Sand) and in anticipation of reimbursements from grants to upgrade vessel engines to cleaner burning engines. 

Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff provided the following report:
· Reiterated that the Allegheny lock overnight shutdown may cause additional delays in the morning especially in the case of ice or extreme bad weather.
· The continued high water cycle highlights that vigilance is still necessary.  Efforts to insure that communication regarding high water or other emergency river issues continue.  Emails along with one-calls will be utilized based upon available information.
Legislative Committee Report
David McQuiston provided the following report:
·  The Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction (otherwise known as the “Super Committee”) failed to reach an agreement on recommendations to cut the federal deficit by the November 23rd deadline and, therefore, significant across the board cuts in the federal budget will be triggered in January of 2013, unless some alternative action is taken in the interim.

· As we suspected might happen, in the 11th hour of the Super Committee negotiations, the Obama Administration suggested that the Committee adopt the administration’s $1.1 billion dollar Inland Waterways User Fee Proposal but, that did not happen.  However, do not be surprised if the User Fee Proposal may resurface in the President’s FY 2013 budget expected in February of 2012.

· It is uncertain how action on the FY 2012 appropriations front will proceed.  The House failed to move a balanced budget amendment but did one of the so-called “minibus” bills which included the FY 2012 commerce, justice, state, agriculture and transportation appropriation bills was signed into law in late November.  A Continuing Resolution to fund the federal government through the end of the year will be necessary. 

· We are told that the House Surface Transportation Bill will not be presented on the floor until January or early February according to the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman John Mika.  In related news, the House Democrats on the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee held a press conference to discuss a bill that would extend the “Buy America” requirement to infrastructure projects funded with federal tax dollars.  There seems to be very little traction for a Water Resource Development Act (WRDA) Bill in the House or the Senate although the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee has requested legislative proposals from senators.  The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman has indicated that his Committee will focus on FAA reauthorization as their top priority before turning to service transportation and then to a WRDA bill.

· In summary, another year has passed with no consensus and movement toward implementing the necessary mechanism to replenish the Waterways Trust Fund and with the continuing pressure to get spending under control together with the circumstance that 2012 is a presidential election year, it is unclear whether we will see resolution of this issue in 2012.  
Education Committee Report
· The Education Outreach has now extended to local high school job fairs.  The most recent provided maritime career opportunities to over 350 students.  The committee is reviewing job fairs at future high schools and possibly local trade schools.
· The 2012 dates will be set shortly and notification will be sent to members.  Company representatives are encouraged to participate in these programs that offered from 8 a.m. until noon.  Anyone interested in participating these special educational opportunities should contact Ryan directly.
January Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for January 11, 2012 at CONSOL Energy Offices in the CNX Center on 1000 Consol Energy Drive in Canonsburg. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Due to office security, the Waterways will need to submit a listing of attendees prior to the meeting.

Attendees will enter through the front door on the canopy side of the building.  Visitor parking is provided.  Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, January 5th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.

Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

CONSOL Energy Offices at CNX Center

January 11, 2012
Menu:


Chicken Kabobs

Rosemary Russet Potatoes

Green Bean Medley

Caesar Salad w/dressings


Rolls w/butter


Coffee Service/Assorted Sodas


Triple Chocolate Mousse Cake
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, January 5, 2012 to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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