RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
Prepared for the Pittsburgh Waterways Association Meeting 12/12/2018
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA
For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh

WEATHER RECAP
November was a relatively cold month, with the average temperature almost 6 degrees below normal. This put
Pittsburgh at the 8th coldest November on record. The weather pattern remained active, as there were only 8 dry days in
the entire month. Precipitation was again above normal in an already anomalous year. We are now the 2nd wettest year
on record with 53.54 inches. The year of Hurricane Francis and Ivan, 2004, is still number one at 57.41 inches.
OUTLOOK
Rest of this week of the 10th: High pressure will maintain mostly dry conditions through the week outside of light snow
tonight. System will approach for the weekend bringing rain to the upper Ohio Valley. Precipitation ~ 1.00 inch.
Temperatures will moderate to near normal. Highs in the 40’s, lows in the 30’s.
Outlook for week of Dec 17th: Fast moving system may bring light snow to the region Monday with high pressure
building until later in the week. Temperatures will be near or slightly above average for the week with minimal
precipitation. Precipitation under 0.50 inches.
Outlook for week of Dec 24th: Cold temperatures will start to make a comeback. Precipitation will remain near normal.
Outlook for January: Cold resumes. Temperatures likely below normal. Anticipating at least a normal ice season. River
(and lake) temperatures are already running below normal.
Outlook for February: Temperatures near normal with above average precipitation.
HIGH WATER POTENTIAL
Streamflows are starting to return to normal given the dry conditions over the last week and a half, though values on the
Allegheny are closer to 150% of normal. That being said, high water potential remains elevated. In general, 1.50 of rain
is needed in 6-12 hours for rises near bank full.
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Pittsburgh Forecast:

8-14 Day Outlook… “Warm-up”; above average temperatures and normal precipitation.
Jan-Feb-March Outlook… Three month period will be slightly below normal as a result of colder than average
temperatures in Jan and Feb. Temperatures closer to normal for the month of March. Precipitation is less defined but
likely to be near normal for the period.
Spring Outlook (Mar-Apr-May): Will run near normal with near normal precipitation.

Average Yearly rainfall Pittsburgh: 38.19 inches In 2017: 42.15(+3.96) So Far in 2018: 53.54 (+17.32)
Totals for: 2016: 35.01; 2015:40.56 2014: 36.84 2013: 36.65 inches; 2012: 41.74 inches; 2011: 44.24 inches
Average Yearly snowfall Pittsburgh: 41.9 inches. 2018-2019: 4.4” (+1.2); 2017-18: 59.8” (+17.9); 2016-17: 32.0” (9.2), 2015-16: 29.6” (-12.3) 2014-15: 47.2“; 2013-14: 63.4“; 2012-13: 57“; 2011-12: 37“; 2010-11: 57“; 2009-10: 77“

7 Day rain forecast

Winter Outlook (Def-Jan-Feb)

Modoki El Nino in place. Again, puts
is in the likelihood of colder than
normal temperatures and above
average snowfall for the season,
despite the uncertainty in the NOAA
Seasonal Outlook.

Probability of a white Christmas – 17%

River Ice:

Link to current water temperatures: https://waterdata.usgs.gov/pa/nwis/current?type=temp
New River Ice Reporting Site: https://sites.google.com/site/pittsburghriverice
Email for photos: nws.er.pbz.icereports@noaa.gov

