Operations Division





                         12 January 2005
MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  January 2005 Meeting

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 30 April 2005.
Point Marion L/D, Monongahela River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will dewater the single 84ft x 720ft lock chamber to repair the lock gates and sills to assure proper bearing and alignment.  No river traffic will be able to pass through Point Marion during the 14-day work period from 29 March 2005 thru 11 April 2005. 
2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.

a. Daily Navigation Conditions:



www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt

b. Current River Conditions:   

            wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil/current/

c. Pittsburgh District Navigation Notices:  
            www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm    
3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  
    The Repair Fleet’s planned schedule of lock maintenance work that will result in lock closures or delays to navigation traffic during calendar years 2005 and 2006 was issued in Navigation Notice No. 04-54 dated 22 December 2004. 
    Lock 3, Monongahela River and Lock 5, Allegheny River are currently out of operation due to high water; anticipate that both locks will be back in operation within 24-hours.

    Montgomery L/D, Willow Island L/D and Belleville L/D on the Ohio River have traffic restrictions due to sunken barges.  For the latest information and developments on Willow Island and Belleville, contact the Huntington District Public Affairs Office at 304-399-5599 or 5353.  For more information on recovery efforts at Montgomery, contact LTJG Justin Covert of the US Coast Guard at 412-644-5809, Ext. 2102.         

                                                                                                 /signed/
                                                                                    RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD           

                                                                   

Chief, Operations Division           
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh Meeting 01/12/05
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.erh.noaa.gov/er/pbz 
WEATHER RECAP

Rainfall was near to slightly above normal in the Monongahela, Ohio, and Allegheny River basins averaging 2.75 – 3.25 inches.  

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 2.61 inches, which was 0.25 of an inch below normal. Temperature averaged 0.8 of a degree/day above normal.  

For the first 16 days of January temperatures have been 11.0  degrees/day above normal and precipitation was 5.36 inches or 3.83 inches above normal. For the 2004 calendar year the total precipitation was 57.43 inches, which is 19.58 inches above normal. There have been 2.3 inches of snow in January for a seasonal total of 9.7 inches.
RIVER FLOWS

At the beginning of December average flows were generally above normal. With near normal rainfall, flows gradually lowered to normal levels by month’s end. 

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

High water potential is below normal through the end of Jan. Temperatures will remain at or below normal with little chance of heavy rain through the end of January. Groundwater levels are high, and soils are moist.  A widespread 1.5 to 2.0 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring the major rivers to bank full.    

The 8 to 14 day forecast is for near normal temperature and precipitation.

The Jan Outlook is for above normal temperatures and precipitation.

The Feb-Mar-Apr Outlook is for near normal temperature and below normal precipitation. 

