

January Meeting Highlights


Thirty-three Waterways members gathered at Stone Mansion Restaurant for the January 9th luncheon meeting.  Jack English welcomed Bill Smith of Warren Distribution and Jerry Smith a Port of Pittsburgh guest.
Coast Guard News
CDR Wischmann reported on the following:
· A Happy New Year was wished to the Waterways membership.

· The Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC) Enrollment Center will open January 24, 2008.  The center is located at 701 North Point Dr., Suite 104, Pittsburgh.  The use of pre-enrollment is highly encouraged as it will enable personnel to obtain an appointment, minimize enrollment time, and assist the contractor in metering enrollment throughout and determining whether additional resources are required.  An MSU Pittsburgh Information Bulletin and TWIC Informational Flyer are attached.  (See Attach1a & Attach1b) 

· A Marine Incident Summit Meeting will be scheduled in February.  Dick Ehringer, Navigation Committee chair, will work with Huntington District to finalize date and time.  Marietta was named as a potential location for this meeting.

Army Corps of Engineers

Richard Lockwood presented the attached report. (See Attach2)  On behalf of the Army Corp of Engineers, Rich wished the entire membership a Happy New Year!  Dick Ehringer requested that Corp look into 24/7 scheduling at Morgantown to keep traffic flowing through the area.  Rich will look into this matter; however, budget restrictions are a concern.
COL Michael Crall commented on the seamless actions taken by industry during the recent high water events.  The Energy & Water Appropriations Bill was approved and provided a 7.5% decrease in the Operating & Maintenance budget for the port.  The Emsworth repair work will be a 50/50 share through the Inland Waterways Trust Fund.  A very aggressive Congressional push is underway to illustrate the essential need for the Upper Ohio Study funding and Lower Mon efficient funding.  The downstream effect of this negative funding will be highlighted and how the FY09 budget and future budgets will be impacted.  COL Crall also discussed the number of HydroPower plant applications that have been received.  He assured the membership that the application will be evaluated to insure no facility risk and minimized industry impact.

National Weather Service
   
William Drzal presented the attached report. (See Attach2)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Mary Ann Bucci reported on the following:

· The Port continues to work on funding for assisting towing companies retrofit diesel engines to the extent that they improve air quality. 

· The Port of Pittsburgh lockage report has been drafted and illustrates an 8% decrease.  However, some discrepancies were addressed in regards to the Port report and highlighted the need for footnotes to the lockage report.

· In next year’s budget message, be prepared for an initiative to increase user fees.  The most likely mechanism would be a lockage fee (23 locks in district) that would be extremely detrimental to this region.  This per barge per lock fee will be a challenge to transportation and a reduction in our regions competitiveness.  

Navigation Committee Report
  
Dick Ehringer reported on the following:

· The turnpike bridge construction at mile 79.1(Masontown) Mon River has been approved after the pier positioning became acceptable based upon navigation concerns.

· A request to the Corp was made regarding removal of the recreational docks that had broken loose and are hung up on the railroad bridge at Herr’s Island on the Allegheny.
Legislative Committee Report

Mark Devinney notified the membership that in late December, the House and Senate finally agreed on the following appropriations for our district:

$69.175 million for Lower Mon 2,3&4


$34.837 million for emergency repairs at Emsworth


$2.46 million for the Emsworth, Dashields & Montgomery Study


The annual DC Trip details will be finalized over the next several weeks.  With the potential lockage fee, it will be vital to have strong participation from company members of all three states represented by our Association.
Other Meeting Comments

The Association Annual Meeting will be held immediately following the conclusion of the luncheon.
February Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for February 13, 2008 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon.  Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, February 7th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.  
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
February 13, 2008 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon: 

Caesar Salad w/Mancini Croutons
Chartiers Chicken
Lightly breaded & stuffed w/herbed Boursin-Style Cheese

Medley of Fresh Seasonal Vegetables

Apple Crisp w/vanilla ice cream
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, February 7th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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