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MEMORANDUM FOR WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION OF PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT:  July 2007 Meeting

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 15 September 2007.
Emsworth L/D, Ohio River-  Dredging in the downstream approach to the large 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber was accomplished by the Corps of Engineers' contractor, Madison Coal and Supply Company, on 5-8 July 2007.  Madison Coal will return to Emsworth to dredge the downstream approach to the small 56-ft x 360-ft lock chamber  after they complete the dredging at Braddock L/D, Monongahela River.
Braddock L/D, Monongahela River-  Dredging in the downstream approach will be started by the Corps of Engineers' contractor, Madison Coal and Supply Company, on Thursday, 12 July and the dredging work is expected to be complete by 18 July 2007.  
Braddock L/D, Monongahela River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will conduct the second closure of the main lock chamber to complete contract efforts as follows: 

· 23 July thru 1 August 2007- Main 110-ft x 720-ft Lock Chamber Closed for 10 Days 

               Small 56-ft x 360-ft Lock Chamber Open 

A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers construction contractor will be conducting activities to complete the modification of the downstream emergency bulkhead sill.  Contract divers and floating plant will be conducting operations in the downstream approach, between the middle wall and land wall of the main chamber.  This construction is necessary to complete remaining work that is part of the new Braddock Dam construction.  The closure will begin at 7:00 A.M. on 23 July 2007 and terminate at 11:30 P.M. on 1 August 2007.  During the 10-day closure of the large lock chamber, all traffic will be passed through the small 56-ft x 360-ft lock chamber.  See Notice to Navigation Interests No. 07-21 for more details of the locking procedures.

Hannibal L/D, Ohio River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will close and dewater the main 110-ft x 1200-ft lock chamber to renovate the lock gates and seals.  Work is scheduled to begin on 16 July and be completed by 24 August 2007.  The land 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber will be open to river traffic during this 40-day work period and moderate delays are anticipated.  See Notice to Navigation Interests No. 07-15 for more details.

Emsworth L/D, Ohio River-  If funding permits, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will repair the downstream middle wall gate and anchorage in the large 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber.  The repair work is scheduled to begin on 10 September 2007 and be complete on 
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14 September 2007.  The 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber will be closed to river traffic during this 5-day work period.  The small 56-ft x 360-ft lock chamber will be open to river traffic during this work period and major delays are expected.  

2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.


a.   Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt

b.   Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil
            c.   District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm                                                           

3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  

· The Pittsburgh District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Change of Command Ceremony at which Colonel Stephen L. Hill will transfer command to Colonel Michael P. Crall will occur on Friday, 13 July at 10:00 A.M. at the Senator John Heinz History Center, 
1212 Smallman Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

                                                                             RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD    

                                                                             Chief, Operations Division         
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RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. of Pittsburgh Meeting 7/11/07
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

Temperatures did not stray much from normal with only 3 days averaging 10 degrees or more above normal and one day averaging 10 degrees below normal. Even though scattered thunderstorms produced nearly all of the rain in June, the distribution was fairly uniform across the region averaging 3.0 – 3.5 inches or 0.75 – 1.25 inches below normal. 

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 2.53 inches, which is 1.59 inches below normal. Temperature averaged 1.1 degrees/day above normal.  Since 1 January precipitation has been 19.3 inches or 0.13 inches above normal.

For the first 10 days of Jul temperatures were 1.0 degrees/day below normal and precipitation was 0.98 of an inch which is 0.36 of an inch below normal.

RIVER FLOWS

River levels changed very little during the month fluctuating in a 0.5 – 1.5 foot range.  At the beginning of June seven day average flows were below normal, and flows remained below normal throughout the month.  A few gages were reporting much below normal flows by the end of June.  Conditions were abnormally dry after two months of below normal rainfall with the driest conditions in southeast Ohio and northern West Virginia.
HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is below normal. A widespread 2.5 to 3.0 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours will bring rivers to bankfull.  

WEATHER FORECAST

Today:  Showers and thunderstorms Likely. High 80.  
Tonight:  Partly Cloudy. Low 55.
Thursday: Mostly Sunny.  High upper 70s. 
Thursday Night: Partly Cloudy. Chance showers after midnight. Low upper 50s.
Friday: Chance of showers and thunderstorms.  High near 75.
Friday night: Partly Cloudy. Low near 55. 

Saturday:  Partly Cloudy. High upper 70s.

Saturday Night: Partly Cloudy.  Low near 55.

Sunday: Chance of showers and thunderstorms.  High near 80.

Monday: Partly Cloudy.  High near 80.

Tuesday: Partly Cloudy. High near 80. 

8-14 Day Outlook…above normal temperature and near normal rainfall.  

Jul Outlook...above normal temperature and below normal flow 
Aug-Sep-Oct Outlook… above normal temperature and near normal flows
