

March Meeting Highlights


Twenty-three Waterways members & guests gathered at the Chartiers Country Club for the March 8th luncheon meeting.  J.D Fogarty introduced his guest Marty Horowitz.  Marty will be opening a Biodiesel Refining Company on the Ohio River. A formal announcement will be made within a month.
Coast Guard News
CDR Wyman Briggs highlighted the following issues: 

· Introduction of Petty Officer January Clark, Waterfront Facility Inspector.  Petty Officer Clark comes to Pittsburgh from the Toledo Marine Safety Office.
· The fingerprinting process utilized in licensing requirements has become digital through “Live Scan” equipment.  The local office will continue to offer fingerprinting services due to obtained approval. The request for the “Live Scan” equipment has been confirmed.  
· The Waterways Action Plan draft is now being reviewed for any final edits.  It is expected to be completed within the next week or two.
· The attached Marine Event Schedule was distributed and reviewed.  The All-Star Event scheduled for July 8-12 will introduce an additional Marine Safety Security Team from Galveston, Texas. (See Attach2) 
Army Corps of Engineers

Richard Lockwood presented the attached report to the membership. (See Attach1)  COL Hill has been deployed to Louisiana for “Taskforce Hope” and will be working on the reconstruction of the levies.
National Weather Service

William Drzal presented the attached report.  (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
   J.D. Fogarty reported:

· The Port of Pittsburgh brunch (8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.) will be held on March 16, 2006, the morning of the Traffic Club dinner.  Due to computer problems some invitations did not get sent.  Anyone interested in attending should contact Mary Ann Bucci at the Port Office.

Navigation Committee Report
With spring fast approaching, so is the potential for high water incidents.  With this in mind, the Waterways Calling Tree will be updated.  The Calling Tree will be forwarded to the membership to review all the contact information.  It is imperative that you take a moment to review your company data and forward any changes to Cheryll Cranmer as soon as possible.
Legislative Committee Report

The annual Washington DC trip occurred March 2-3.  The message that was taken to Congress was to hold the money on the Lower Mon (62.8 M – Corp’s Capability), increase the emergency work on Emsworth Dam (from $17M to $25M) and maintain the Momentum going on the EDM Study (Add $3M appropriation). The EDM study, if funded, will make us quickly address the need for 1200 foot locks versus 600 foot locks. Anyone who can help us identify potential cargo growth is encouraged to contact the port office.

Other Meeting Comments


Mark notified the attendees that the Pittsburgh Maritime Association will again offer two $1,000 scholarships this spring.  Scholarship criteria and application has been posted at the Waterways website www.wapgh.org.  Deadline for applications is April 7, 2006.

April Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for April 12th at the Chartiers Country Club. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, April 6th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting. 
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
April 12, 2006 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon: 


Caesar Salad w/Mancini Croutons

Fillet of Salmon broiled with white wine & served w/cucumber dill sauce

Wild Rice Blend


Rolls and Beverage


Blueberry Pie
Cost:
$20/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, April 6th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 285-8347

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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