

March Meeting Highlights

· Forty-two Waterways members gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the March 10th luncheon meeting. Bill welcomed the following guests: Cindy Jones of Three Rivers Marine Electronics; Dick Walker (guest of the Port of Pittsburgh),and Jason Payne of Kaycon Painting.
· The proposed bylaws amendment forwarded to the membership for consideration was read.  It was moved and voted to approve the amendment covering a gifts policy for the benefit of such charities and other non-profit organizations as determined by the Board.

Coast Guard News

CDR Timme reported on the following:

· A luncheon for Rear Admiral Mary E. Landry will be held on Friday, March 12th at the Duquesne Club.
· CDR Timme will be traveling to Morgantown to attend the Auxiliary Eastern Regional Conference.

· Conference calls regarding the high water potential are being held regularly to prepare stakeholders.

· The recently released NTSB “Top 10” includes provisions for Safety Management Systems on a wider range of domestic passenger vessels. The press release is only a summary and readers should take care to investigate the actual NTSB recommendation at http://www.ntsb.gov/recs/mostwanted/marine_SMS-domestic-vessels.htm. Currently no Coast Guard rulemaking addresses the suggestion by NTSB, but suggested legislation from CG set the limit at vessels carrying more than 399 passengers.  

· An OSHA Bulletin was issued to provide a clarification to their maritime responsibilities. Relevant is: 

“Inspected Vessels. A. Authority over Inspected Vessels. The U.S. Coast Guard exercises full authority over the safety and health of seamen aboard vessels which are required to be inspected and certificated by the U.S. Coast Guard. The working conditions of seamen on inspected vessels is regulated by the U.S. Coast Guard through the issuance of 46 CFR Chapter I regulations. With respect to inspected vessels, OSHA refers all safety and health complaints regarding the working conditions of seamen to the U.S. Coast Guard for its consideration to determine whether the events complained of constitutes hazardous conditions.”

However until Subchapter M is published, OSHA will still consider tow boats their purview. 
Army Corps of Engineers
David Sneberger presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
A revised maintenance schedule was provided to the membership.  A Navigation Notice will be issued shortly.
National Weather Service
Bill Drzal presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Jim McCarville presented the following report:

· The wireless broadband project continues based upon funding.
· Funding for repowering of vessels are encouraging.  JD Fogarty is working on this project.

· The Port of Pittsburgh Traffic Club Breakfast will be held Thursday, March 11th at the Omni William Penn Hotel.  Anyone wishing additional information should contact Mary Ann Bucci.

· Waterway members were thanked for their participation in the reception held for the Assistant Secretary of the Army.
Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff reported the following:

· A potential for high water has provided a heightened awareness to the Waterways Action Plan.
· Conference call participation is limited to 60 lines.  Members are encouraged to have only one company representative log in for the calls.  This will help accommodate other members to participate.  If anyone has suggestions in regards to additional information that could be provided to better serve the membership please contact Eunice Ratcliff directly.
Dick Ehringer suggested that the conference calls contain inventory status for companies.  In the case of an emergency, companies will know who might be able to assist.
Legislative Committee Report
David McQuiston reported on the following:

· It was recommended that companies communicate with neighboring fleeting companies to discuss procedures in case of high water incident.

· The annual DC Trip was highlighted by the legislative visits to discuss the Lock and Dam improvement funding.  WCI provided strong coordination in these visits with not only Pennsylvania and West Virginia representatives but also with legislators assigned to committees such as Appropriations and Energy & Commerce.

· Discussion also occurred regarding the industry’s proposal to replenish the Waterways Trust Fund.  This proposal includes an increase in the Diesel tax in lieu of Lockage fees.  The final report is due in April.  This proposal will require legislation to be passed.

· Local visits to Representative Offices will be held in August. Anyone interested in participating should contact David McQuiston to be assigned to a team.

Education Committee Report
Dan Lacek was unable to attend the meeting but indicated that there was nothing new to report.

April Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for April 14, 2010 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:15 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, April 8th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country club
April 14, 2010
Luncheon: 

Mixed Field Greens w/Chartiers Crouton and served with Ranch Dressing

Chicken Parmagiana w/linguini, marinara & melted cheeses

Vegetable Medley


Double Chocolate Layer Cake

Beverages
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, April 8th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh


Newsletter





P.O. Box 534, Lyndora, PA  16045			        March 2010


Phone: 724-355-4101 Fax: 724-285-4999


Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org" ��cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org�					� HYPERLINK "http://www.wapgh.org" ��www.wapgh.org�








