RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
Prepared for Waterways Association Meeting 3/9/2016
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA
For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh

WEATHER RECAP
February had some wild swings in temperatures. The month had above normal temperatures and above normal precipitation.
Despite the first two days of the month boasting 50°, Temperatures dropped closer to average by the end of the first week, and soon
dipped even lower as the jet stream dropped south of our area. By the 11th, high temperatures in the teens were recorded, and
barely reached out of the single digits (if at all) on the eve of Valentine’s Day. The following weekend saw an incredible 60° increase
from the week before, with a Saturday high of 67° recorded in Pittsburgh (compared to a low of minus 2° seven days before). The
temperature rollercoaster came to halt for the last week of the month, as temperatures were near historical averages.

OUTLOOK
Week of Mar 6: Near record warm temperatures. Some rain by the end of week..
Outlook for week of Mar 13: Cooler but still warmer than normal. Rainy periods early in the week.
Outlook for week of Mar 20 and Mar 27: Back to normal March temperatures with normal rainfall.
Outlook April: On average colder than normal temperatures and below normal rainfall
Winter/Spring Outlook We are in a pattern very similar pattern to El Nino of 2009-10 & 1963-64 and 1957-58. Each had similar El
Niño’s Winter Outlook for Pittsburgh:
•
A late spring April/early May colder than normal and drier than normal
•
June/July/Aug typically hotter and drier than normal

RIVER ICE
River ice is gone from the navigational parts of the river.

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL
High water potential is below normal. The snowpack is gone from the headwaters and mountains. A minimum of 1.50 inch basin
wide rainfall in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring rivers to bank full. Total precipitation through the first week of April should average
between 3.00 to 4.00 inches which is about normal. Very heavy rain of 10 to 15 inches over the lower Mississippi valley is expected..
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WEATHER FORECAST

8-14 Day Outlook… Above normal temperatures and normal precipitation.
30 Day Outlook... Below normal temperatures and below precipitation.
May-Jun-Jul Outlook… May starting below normal temperatures/normal rainfall, then turning warmer and drier.
Jul-Aug-Sep Outlook… Above normal temperatures and below normal precipitation
Sep-Oct-Nov Outlook… Above normal temperatures and normal precipitation

7 Day rain forecast

Average Yearly rainfall Pittsburgh: 38.19 inches So far in 2016: 5.36 (-0.34)
Totals for: 2015:40.56 2014: 36.84 2013: 36.65 inches; 2012: 41.74 inches; 2011: 44.24 inches; 2010: 37.85 inches
Average Yearly snowfall Pittsburgh: 41.9 inches So far this 2015-16 season: 26.1 inches (-9.0)
2014-15: 47.2 in 2013-14: 63.4 in; 2012-13: 57 in; 2011-12: 37 in; 2010-11: 57 in; 2009-10: 77 in

After a February that was wetter than normal in the East, drier in the South, and warmer in the Northern Plains, the
resultant Spring Temperatures/ Precipitation look like this:
For our area expect a colder than normal spring with below normal rainfall.
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