

May Meeting Highlights


Thirty-one Waterways members and guests gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the May 11th meeting.  President Mark Devinney was unable to attend.  Treasurer Frederick B. Goldsmith welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Coast Guard News


CDR Briggs addressed the following issues:

· There was an incident at the Montgomery Lock & Dam.  CDR Briggs reminded the membership to utilize extra caution while transiting this area.

· The Western Rivers Work Group, currently reviewing high water incidents, is utilizing a systematic approach when focusing on specific areas within the zone that have a high number of incidents.  The Coast Guard has begun reviewing casualty history for the past seven years to identify areas of specific concern on the rivers.  By mid-June the Western Rivers Work Group is expected to generate protocols that will be used update each of the Crisis Action Plans.  Input from industry is still strongly encouraged and will be used to update our area plans.

· The April 28th Hazmat Security Exercise at PPG had approximately 200 participants.  This was the first drill combining security threats and a hazards materials release scenarios and utilizing the Incident Command System (ICS).

· On June 2nd, the Waterways Association of Pittsburgh under the leadership of Dick Ehringer will be conducting a seminar for Towing Vessel Boarding Inspections.  CDR Briggs strongly recommended attendance to this informative seminar.
· On June 26th, the Jimmy Buffet concert will be held at PNC Park.  It is expected to produce a high level of recreational traffic.
· Other future events include:  BassMaster Classic which will be held on July 29-31 and the Three Rivers Regatta which is scheduled for the 4th of July weekend.  Limited safety zones will apply and more information will be forwarded to the membership closer to these events.
Army Corps of Engineers

Rich Lockwood presented the attached report to the membership.  (See Attach1)
Rich notified the membership that he attended his first rivers recreational user group meeting. 
COL Stephen Hill addressed the group in regards to the Corp structure.  The staffing levels have stabilized and provide a great work environment for experience personnel.  More budget dollars will be spent on projects rather than labor.  He also noted that sustaining a working partnership with industry is a vital issue for the Corp.  If concerns arise, please do not hesitate to contact COL Hill or Rich Lockwood.

In a response to a question raised by Dick Ehringer regarding 24-hour notice to lock staff, COL Hill assured the membership that continued efforts to facilitate easy locking will be maintained.

National Weather Service

William Drzal presented the attached report.  (See Attach1)

Navigation Committee Report
Dick Ehringer reported the following:
· A review of the bridge information above Lock 2 (43 Turnpike Operation) was conducted.  Two proposals were submitted and both have been rejected by the committee.  The committee has been asked to provide a recommendation on pier locations.  
· The Waterway Association of Pittsburgh will be conducting a Training Seminar for The Eighth Coast Guard District Towing Vessel Boarding Inspections on Thursday, June 2 at the Mariners Hall in Dunlevy, PA located next to Campbell Transportation.  An informational flyer and registration form is attached for your convenience.
Legislative Committee Report

Deane Orr informed the group that battles continue in DC regarding budget.  More conclusive information should be available by the next meeting.
Speaker

Joe Franz spoke regarding the SmartLock Project and its aid to navigation.
Other Meeting Comments


Frederick Goldsmith thanked Joe Franz for the informational presentation on the SmartLock Project.  He also thanked all the members for attending the luncheon.

He reminded the membership that the Pittsburgh Maritime Club has a Tuesday, May 17th golf outing at QuickSilver and the Friday, May 27th Steak & Ale Night at the Moon Township Rotary Shelter.  Anyone needing additional information should contact Cheryll Cranmer directly.
June Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for June 8th at Chartiers Country Club.  Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon.    Please call, email or fax the response form below by Wednesday, June 1, 2005 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting. 
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club

June 8, 2005 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon:




Cost:  $20.00
  Menu includes:


Mixed Field Greens with Raspberry Vinaigrette dressing

Chicken Picatta

  Sautéed with fresh mushrooms, capers and lemon

Wild Rice Blend

Coconut Cream Pie
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:______________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Wednesday, June 1st to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 285-8347

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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