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MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  May 2006 Meeting

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION
1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 25 August 2006.
Hildebrand L/D, Monongahela River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will remove and repair the downstream land wall lock gate in the single 84-ft x 600-ft lock chamber.  The work is scheduled from 5 June through 9 June 2006.  No river traffic can pass through Hildebrand during this 5-day work period.  (See Pittsburgh District Notice to Navigation Interests No. 06-21)

Greenup L/D, Ohio River-  Pittsburgh District's Repair Fleet is scheduled to perform a dewatering and repair the lock gates in the 110-ft x 1200-ft main lock chamber at Greenup in the Huntington District.  The work is scheduled from 19 June through 7 July 2006.  The auxiliary 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber will be open to navigation interests during the 19-day work period.  This work is part of a regional effort within the Great Lakes and Ohio River Division to perform concurrent lock closures of Meldahl L/D (mile 436.2) and Greenup L/D (mile 341.0).  Since these locks are next to each other on the Ohio River, and both require extended closures to execute critical maintenance and repairs, significant impacts to commercial industry are anticipated (increased cost due to delays).  The volume of commercial traffic at both Greenup and Meldahl averages between 70 and 80 million tons per year.  Commercial interests have raised a concern regarding the high impact cost they would incur if sequential closures were to be scheduled at these two locks during the summer of 2006.  There will be significant savings to navigation interests if the closures at both locks occur concurrently.  The delay costs to navigation industry can be reduced by an estimated $6 million by implementing repairs at Greenup and Meldahl concurrently as opposed to sequentially.  (See Huntington District Notice to Navigation Interests No. 06-18)

Meldahl L/D, Ohio River-  Huntington District's Repair Fleet (with assistance from Louisville District) is scheduled to perform a dewatering of the 110-ft x 1200-ft main lock chamber at Meldahl from 19 June through 28 July 2006 to make repairs to the lock gates.  The auxiliary 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber will be open to navigation interests during the 40-day work period. 
(See Huntington District Notice to Navigation Interests No. 06-18)

Lock 3 (Elizabeth), Monongahela River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will dewater the 56-ft x 720-ft land lock chamber to repair the filling and emptying valves.  The work is scheduled from 18 July through 25 August 2006.  The land lock chamber will be closed to navigation interests during this 39-day work period.  The 56-ft x 751-ft extended river chamber 
will be available to navigation; tows will be restricted to a maximum width of 52 feet wide and must stay against the river wall during lockage.  There will be approximately 6 times during the
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job that the extended chamber will be closed for up to 8-hours for diving crews to place and remove the middle wall emptying valve bulkheads. 
2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.

a. Daily Navigation Conditions:



www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt

b. Current River Conditions:   

            http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil
c. District Navigation Notices:  
            www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm 
3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

As part of the Lower Mon River Project, five (5) dikes are to be constructed in the upstream approach to Braddock L/D, Mile 11.3, Monongahela River.  The Corps of Engineers investigated construction of these flow control dikes at the current intermediate pool elevation of El. 721.8 and concluded that the dikes could be constructed at this intermediate pool level without any adverse hydraulic effects.  The tops of the stone dikes are to be constructed to El. 708.7 providing a freeboard of 13.1 feet over the top of the dikes at the current intermediate operating pool.  With consideration of allowable tolerance for stone placement underwater, we would expect to have no local high spots shallower than 12.5 feet at the intermediate operating pool level of El. 721.8.  This work, when complete, will mitigate outdrafts in the upstream approach
to the locks during high water events.  A contract was awarded to Eagle Design on 30 March 2006; the Notice to Proceed will be issued in early May 2006 with on-site work expected to begin in June and continue through November 2006.  The Contractor will be required to have a communication and coordination plan with navigation interests as well as a boat available to move their floating plant and assist tows navigating the upper approach during the dike placement activities.  
Also as part of the Lower Monongahela River Project, the bulkhead sills and recesses of the 
110-ft x 720-ft main lock chamber at Braddock L/D will be modified to accommodate the new maintenance bulkheads that were purchased under the contract to complete the new gated dam.   A contract will be awarded shortly to the Joseph B. Faye Company for this work.  It is expected that work on the main chamber lock walls will continue throughout the summer and into the
early fall.  Some minor (4 hours or less) interruptions to traffic through this main lock chamber may occur during this period to accommodate construction of new bulkhead slots in the chamber
walls.  A navigation notice will be issued regarding this work effort.  The work will culminate
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during two 10-day closures of the main lock chamber scheduled for 31 August - 9 September and 19 September - 28 September 2006.   

The District’s multiple purpose reservoirs remain in various stages of filling to reach their respective summer pool elevations.  Allegheny Reservoir (Kinzua), Shenango River Lake, Tygart Lake, Youghiogheny River Lake and Stonewall Jackson Lake have all reached their respective summer pool elevations.  East Branch Clarion River Lake, Michael J. Kirwan Dam and Reservoir, Berlin Lake, Lake Milton, and Mosquito Creek Lake are below their normal pool elevation and are not expected to reach their respective summer pool levels before normal drawdown to meet downstream low water schedules this summer.

Other Pittsburgh District Activities.
o     COL Stephen L. Hill deployed on 5 March 2006 to support post Hurricane Katrina and Rita recovery efforts.  He served as the Mississippi Valley Division G3 Operations Officer located in New Orleans, LA and focused on efforts to restore the levee system.  COL Hill returned to the District on 5 May 2006.  
o     Richard Lockwood is on a special assignment for a couple months and has been tasked to lead the Pittsburgh District Asset Management Project Delivery.  Rich and Colonel Hill prepared a brief that was presented to the Great Lakes and Ohio River Division (CELRD) Command Council on Asset Management on the 8th of May 2006 in Buffalo, NY. 
o     The Pittsburgh District hosted a meeting on 25 April 2006 with Pittsburgh area navigation industry representatives, requested by the Port of Pittsburgh, to discuss current activities and future steps in the conduct of the Upper Ohio River Navigation System Study.  The concerns included future study funding requirements; risk and reliability documentation of Emsworth, Dashields and Montgomery; updated traffic forecasts; and an analysis associated with traffic diversions off the waterway.                                                                                     
 o    The new Pittsburgh District towboat, M/V EVANICK, will be christened at 11:00 AM on June 14, 2006 at the Allegheny River Wharf in front of the David L. Lawrence Convention Center.  The 3,000 horsepower towboat is named after George Evanick, JR., longtime pilot for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh District.  Dignitaries and guests will gather at the wharf for the ceremony.

                                                                                            /signed/   
                                                                             JAMES J. ROCKOVICH, P.E.           

                                                                   
     Acting Chief, Operations Division         
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RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh Meeting 5/10/06

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

Temperatures were well above normal in April with precipitation averaging slightly below normal. This continues the three month trend of below normal precipitation that began in February.   Precipitation averaged 2.5 – 3.0 inches in the Allegheny and Ohio River basins, which is about 0.75 of an inch below normal.  In the Monongahela River basin precipitation averaged 3.0 – 3.5 inches or 0.25 of an inch below normal.

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 3.02 inches, which is 0.01 inches below normal. Temperature averaged 3.8 degrees/day above normal. Snowfall was 0.2 of an inch, which is 1.3 inches below normal. The seasonal snowfall total is 32.2 inches or 8.4 inches below normal. 

For the first 9 days of May temperatures were 0.8 of a degree above normal and precipitation was 0.03 of an inch or 0.99 of an inch below normal. 

RIVER FLOWS
At the beginning of April seven day average flows were well below normal on all of the area’s rivers. A persistent storm track bringing storms from the upper Plains and western Great Lakes southeastward across West Virginia produced three significant rainfall events over the upper Monongahela River basin.  On the Monongahela River levels rose 2 - 4 feet on 15-16 April  followed by a second rise of 2 – 4 feet on 16–19 April. The most significant rise of 3 - 8 feet on the Monongahela River and 2 – 5 feet on the Ohio River occurred on 22–23 April following a rainfall of 1.5 – 2.5 inches in the upper Monongahela River basin. Currently flows on the Allegheny, and Ohio Rivers are 40 to 50 percent of the long term median flow and flows on the Monongahela River is 35 to 40 percent of the long term median flow. 

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is below normal. Flows are below normal.  A widespread 2.5 to 3.0 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring the major rivers to bankfull.  PA DEP has continued the Drought Watch for all of Pennsylvania.

WEATHER FORECAST
Today:  Increasing cloudiness. High in the upper 70s.
Tonight:  40 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Low near 55.
Thursday:  Breezy with an 80 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. High near 65.
Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of showers. Low near 45.
Friday:  Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of showers. High in the lower 60s.

Friday night:  Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of showers.   Low in the mid 40s.         

Saturday:  Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of showers. High in the lower 60s
Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of showers.  Low in the mid 40s. 

Sunday:  40 percent chance of showers.  Low near 45. High near 65.
Monday:  40 percent chance of showers.  Low near 45. High near 65.
Tuesday: 50 percent chance of showers.  Low in the upper 40s. High near 65.
The 8 to 14 day forecast…below normal temperatures and above normal precipitation. 

The May Outlook…near normal temperature and precipitation.

The Jun-Jul-Aug Outlook…near normal temperature precipitation 

