U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh                                                       MAY 06, 2013
Operations Division
MEMORANDUM FOR:  WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION OF PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT: MAY 08, 2013 Meeting
ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION


1. LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS 
· Lock #3, Monongahela River: The main 56’x720’ Land Chamber will be closed to navigation from April 222, 2013 through May 17, 2013 to repair the downstream lock gates and middle wall hydraulic lines for the emptying valve system.  The 56’x751’ extended river chamber will be available to navigation during the 26 day closure.


· Lock #4, Monongahela River:  Contract was awarded to Amherst Madison on 19 April 2013 for emergency dredging at the Monessen-Charleroi Bridge.  Anticipate dredge operations to commence on May 01, 2013.


· New Cumberland L/D, Ohio River: Dam Gate Machinery Failure - Repair Party personnel are on site to implement the replacement of the line shaft pillow block bearing bolts.  The bolts for Gate No. 10 failed on April 05, 2013 causing the line shaft to separate and the lift gate to fall three feet to the sill.  Pillar block bolt replacement is on-going by Fleet and Lock Maintenance personnel.  


· New Cumberland L/D Ohio River: Auxiliary lock (110-ft x 600-ft) - Unscheduled outage due to hydraulic distribution pipe leak.  Expected duration for resolution is 1-2 weeks. Anticipate executing repairs via Repair Party crew currently on site who are addressing current failure of dam gate machinery components.  Outage had limited affect on traffic since primary lock (110-ft x 1200-ft) remained in service.  The repairs were completed and the chamber returned to service  at 1500 on May 01, 2013. 

· Allegheny River Lock 2, C.W. Bill Young Lock and Lock 4: Initiated 24 hour per day operations on Monday, Apr 28, 2013. Commercial Navigators should note that double lockages will only be permitted Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 AM and 10:00 PM. There will be No Lock Tow Haulage assisted double lockages after 10:00 PM or before 8:00 AM.  There will be No Lock Tow Haulage assisted double lockages on weekends. 

SCHEDULED REPAIR PARTY MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES:


The 2013 Fleet Repair Schedule change has been approved.  The Montgomery closure will begin on June 3rd and end on July 12th.  The main chamber will be closed to navigation from June 3-14 and again on July 1-12.  The chamber will be open to traffic June 15-30.  A Notice to Navigation will be published.

The main lock chamber at 3 Mon River will be closed from April 22 through May 17.   The extended river chamber will remain open to navigation.  A Notice to Navigation will be published.

2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES 


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil 
            c. District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm 
      d.LPMS Public Web Site:  http://corpslocks.usace.army.mil/
3. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Notice is hereby given that the USACE – Pittsburgh District will no longer send Notices to Navigation Interests by e-mail.  In order to view these notices, you must access the USACE – Pittsburgh District web page at: http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/missions/NavigationNotices.aspx
USACE will continue to send electronic version of Notices to Navigation Interests to USCG (United States Coast Guard) and the Waterways Association.
River Navigation Charts are available by calling the Government Printing Office Book Store at 866-512-1800.
                                                                                   /signed/
                                                                       RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD
                                                                       Chief, Operations Division
