Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

October 2010
Navigation Committee Report

September 4, 2010

USCG Safety Zone:

Allegheny River Mile 0.4 to 0.7 (Full river closure):

The Coast Guard hereby gives notice that the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Pittsburgh Pirates Skyblast fireworks from mile marker 0.4 to mile marker 0.7 on the Allegheny River.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the Coast Guard on VHF-FM Channel 16 or the Captain of the Port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:00 pm until approximately 11:30 pm on Saturday, September 4, 2010.

September 4-5, 2010

USCG Special Local Regulation:

Ohio River Mile 90.0 to 91.0 (Full river closure):

The Coast Guard hereby gives notice that the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh has established a temporary regulated area for the Wheeling Vintage Raceboat Regatta from mile marker 90.0 to mile marker 91.0 on the Ohio River.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this regulated area unless specifically authorized by the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the Coast Guard on VHF-FM Channel 16 or the Captain of the Port at 412-644-5808.  The regulated area will enter into effect at 9:15 am until 12:00 pm and from 1:30 pm until 6:00 pm on Saturday and Sunday, September 4-5, 2010.

September 13 - 17, 2010 

Notice To Navigation Interests No: 10-26 Issued:

Exploratory Drilling for Possible New Pipeline Monongahela River, Mile 35.1 
Exploratory drilling will be conducted in the Monongahela River, Mile 35.1, Right Descending Bank, Left Descending Bank and Main Channel, for a possible new pipeline in Washington County, Pennsylvania. The work will be performed Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., beginning September 13, 2010 and ending on or about September 17, 2010. 
The M/V “Lift Boat” #293556 will be used, during the work activity; the Lift Boat on scene will keep an eye for any oncoming traffic. If needed, all work will cease until all clear is given.  (Continued on next page)
September 13 - 17, 2010 – Continued
Mariners should monitor radio frequency channels 16 & 13 while transiting in the vicinity of the construction site. Navigators, please note the location and duration of this work and use caution in and around the area. 
For Notice to Navigation Interests No: 10-25 please see the following link:
http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/nav10-26.pdf 
September 21 - 28, 2010 

Notice To Navigation Interests No: 10-28 Issued:

Allegheny River Lock & Dam No. 9- Allegheny River Mile 62.2:
Notice is given that Allegheny Hydro No 9 L.P. will remove the temporary flashboard system, river conditions permitting, at Lock and Dam No. 9, Allegheny River, Mile 62.2.  The work is scheduled to be performed between the hours of 6:00 AM and 6:00 PM daily beginning September 21, 2010 with the anticipated ending date of September 28, 2010.

In association with this work, the upper pool will be temporarily drawn down by the hydropower project approximately to an upper pool gage reading of 8.5 or a water level at 0.5 feet below the crest of the dam for the removal of the steel bars and timber boards across the crest of the dam.  This will result in a total change of approximately 1- foot below the normal pool level.

Navigators are cautioned to travel within the limits of the navigation channel during this temporary lowering of the upper pool.  In addition, marina owners and owners of private docking facilities upstream of the dam may be temporarily affected by this work and the associated pool draw down. 
For Notice to Navigation Interests No: 10-25 please see the following link:

http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/nav10-28.pdf 
September 23, 2010 

Allegheny River Lock 2 – Extended Closure:

Allegheny River Lock – Two Day Closure Extension:

Notice was given that the USACE is extending the job at Lock #2 AR, for two days, until 29 September.  The mechanical work will all be complete, but extending the time will allow the USACE to address the deteriorated concrete along the wall.  
September 25, 2010 

Allegheny River Lock 6 - Closure:

Allegheny River Lock 6 Emergency Closure:
Allegheny River Lock 6 was closed for emergency repairs from 1800 through seasonal closing time of 2000. 

September 28, 2010

USCG Safety Zone:

Ohio River Mile 0.0 to 0.1 (220 Feet from LDB):

The Coast Guard hereby gives notice that the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Light The Night Walk fireworks display from mile marker 0.0 to mile marker 0.1 on the Ohio River extending 220 feet from the left descending bank.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the Coast Guard on VHF-FM Channel 16 or the Captain of the Port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 7:50 pm until approximately 8:50 pm on Saturday, September 28, 2010.

Notice To Navigation Interests No: 10-25 Issued:

Single Lock Chamber Closure Opekiska Lock & Dam Monongahela River Mile Marker 115.4:

Please be advised lock chamber fish samplings will be conducted on the Monongahela River by West Virginia DNR, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, United States EPA, Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO), and the Corps of Engineers. The single lock chamber will be closed to navigation from 12:00 midnight to approximately 12:00 noon - No traffic will pass through the lock during this period.
For Notice to Navigation Interests No: 10-25 please see the following link:

http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/nav10-25.pdf 

Update Sent Regarding Allegheny River Lock 2:

Allegheny River Lock 2 – Scheduled Re-Opening:

Notice was given - The current plan is for the Repair Party to be done and out of Lock 2 Allegheny River at midnight Wednesday September 29, 2010.
September 29, 2010 

Notice To Navigation Interests No: 10-25 Issued:

Single Lock Chamber Closure Gray’s Landing Lock & Dam Monongahela River Mile Marker 82.0:

Please be advised lock chamber fish samplings will be conducted on the Monongahela River by West Virginia DNR, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, United States EPA, Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO), and the Corps of Engineers. The single lock chamber will be closed to navigation from 12:00 midnight to approximately 12:00 noon - No traffic will pass through the lock during this period.
For Notice to Navigation Interests No: 10-25 please see the following link:

http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/nav10-25.pdf 

September 30, 2010 

Notice To Navigation Interests No: 10-25 Issued:

Auxiliary Lock Chamber Closure Maxwell Lock & Dam Monongahela River Mile Marker 61.2:

Please be advised lock chamber fish samplings will be conducted on the Monongahela River by West Virginia DNR, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, United States EPA, Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO), and the Corps of Engineers. The auxiliary lock chamber will be closed to navigation from 12:00 midnight to approximately 12:00 noon - No traffic will pass through the auxiliary lock during this period.  The main lock chamber will be available for navigation during this time period; some minor delays to traffic may be experienced.
For Notice to Navigation Interests No: 10-25 please see the following link:

http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/nav10-25.pdf 

Notice To Navigation Interests No: 10-27 Has Been Revised:

Main Lock Chamber Closure Pike Island Lock & Dam Ohio River Mile Marker 84.2:

Notice is given that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will close and dewater the large 110’ X 1200’ lock chamber at Pike Island L/D, Ohio River, Mile 84.2 to install new lock gates.  Work is scheduled to begin at 1:00 A.M. on October 25, 2010 and be completed about 11:00 P.M. on December 17, 2010.  The large 110’ X 1200’ lock chamber will be closed to traffic and all traffic will be passed through the small 110’ X 600’ lock chamber.  During the closure of the large lock, intermittent closures of up to eight (8) hours for the small lock chamber will be necessary for underwater diving operation in association with installation of the downstream poiree dam in the large lock chamber.  A double lockage will be the maximum acceptable tow during the closure period of the large lock chamber.

For additional information please see the Notice To Navigation Interests No 10-27 at the following link: http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/nav10-27(revised).pdf  
September 30, 2010 - Continued

Notice To Navigation Interests No: 10-29 Issued:

Removal of Small Boat Warning Signs and Buoys-Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio Rivers:

Notice is given that effective the week of October 17, 2010 small boat warning signs and buoys at all navigation dams will be removed from the Ohio, Monongahela, and Allegheny Rivers in advance of the ice and high water season.  
For Notice to Navigation Interests No: 10-25 please see the following link:

http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/nav10-29.pdf 
Notice To Navigation Interests No: 10-30 Issued:

Seasonal Lock Closings and Schedule of Operations for the Allegheny River:
Notice is given for seasonal lock closings and schedule of lock operation for the Allegheny River, as follows:

Locks 2, C.W. Bill Young, and Lock 4, Allegheny River:

Will continue to operate 24 hours daily.

Lock 5, Allegheny River:

Open daily from 07:00 AM until 11:00 PM through December 3, 2010.  After December 3, the Lock will be open 07:00 AM until 15:00 PM Thursday through Monday.  (Note:  The Lock will be closed on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Federal Holidays.)

Locks 6, 7, 8, and 9, Allegheny River:

Closed for the season effective October 24, 2010 through May 01, 2011.

Commercial operators desiring appointment lockages at any of the closed locks must make arrangements at least 24 hours in advance by calling one of the following offices between the hours of 07:30 A.M. to 15:00 PM Monday through Friday:

Lock 6, Allegheny River at (724) 295-3775

Locks and Dams Area Office at (412) 395-7651

Because of limited staffing, no lockages will be made between 22:00 PM and 06:30 AM at Locks 5 through 9.  No appointments will be accepted for lockages that would occur during this 7-1/2 hour period.

For Notice to Navigation Interests No: 10-30 please see the following link:
http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/nav10-30.pdf 
September 30, 2010 - Continued

Notice To Navigation Interests No: 10-31 Issued:

Seasonal Lock Closings and Schedule of Operations for the Monongahela River:
Notice is given for seasonal lock closings and schedule of lock operation for the Monongahela River, as follows:

Braddock, Lock 3, Lock 4, Maxwell, Gray’s Landing, and Point Marion, Monongahela River:
Will continue to operate 24 hours daily.

Morgantown Lock & Dam, Monongahela River:
Effective October 30, 2010 through April 2011, will operate from 07:00 AM to 15:00 PM daily.
Hildebrand & Opekiska, Monongahela River:

Closed for the season effective October 30, 2010 through March 2011.

Commercial operators desiring appointment lockages at Morgantown, Hildebrand, or Opekiska must make arrangements at least 24 hours in advance by calling Point Marion Lock & Dam between the hours of 07:30 A.M. to 15:00 PM Monday through Friday:

Point Marion Lock & Dam (724) 725-5289 or (724) 725-1283
Because of limited staffing, no lockages will be made between 22:00 PM and 06:30 AM at Morgantown, Hildebrand, or Opekiska.  No appointments will be accepted for lockages that would occur during this 7-1/2 hour period.

As always, for this appointment procedure to operate smoothly, communications between the vessels and the locks must be continuous.  In this way, neither vessels or lock operators should experience any extended waiting times when unexpected conditions cause a vessel to vary from its scheduled appointment.  Captains or pilots on the vessel should also communicate immediately with the lock personnel at Point Marion L/D when fog or other river conditions will delay their arrival.  In an emergency, if contact cannot be made directly with Point Marion L/D the message can be sent through the following contacts:

Gray’s Landing L/D (724) 583-8304

Maxwell L/C (724) 785-5027
For Notice to Navigation Interests No: 10-31 please see the following link:

http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/nav10-31.pdf 
October 01, 2010 

Notice To Navigation Interests No: 10-25 Issued:

Auxiliary Lock Chamber Closure Braddock Lock & Dam Monongahela River Mile Marker 11.3:

Please be advised lock chamber fish samplings will be conducted on the Monongahela River by West Virginia DNR, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, United States EPA, Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO), and the Corps of Engineers. The auxiliary lock chamber will be closed to navigation from 12:00 midnight to approximately 12:00 noon - No traffic will pass through the auxiliary lock during this period.  The main lock chamber will be available for navigation during this time period; some minor delays to traffic may be experienced.
For Notice to Navigation Interests No: 10-25 please see the following link:

http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/nav10-25.pdf 
October 02, 2010

USCG Safety Zone:

Allegheny River Mile 0.0 to 0.2 (Full River Closure):

The Coast Guard hereby gives notice that the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for The University of Pittsburgh fireworks display from mile marker 0.0 to mile marker 0.2 on the Allegheny River extending the full width of the Allegheny River.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the Coast Guard on VHF-FM Channel 16 or the Captain of the Port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 6:00 pm until approximately 8:00 pm on Saturday, October 2, 2010. 

October 04, 2010 

Public Notice 10-58 Application No. 1956-42-Monongahela River Right Descending Bank Mile 28.5:

The applicant proposes to modify their existing facility by constructing four (4), six (6) foot square cells, spacing them approximately 175 feet apart, downstream of the existing cells.  The total length proposed is approximately 531 linear feet along the bank of the Monongahela River, with each cell encroaching approximately twenty-five (25) feet riverward and parallel to normal pool elevation of 726.9.  This proposal for the additional cells will accommodate empty fleet mooring.  The facility is currently permitted to moor barges five (5) standard wide or 130 feet and will remain five standards wide or 130 feet within the proposed empty fleet area.  Drawings of the proposed mooring cells are attached to the notice.

The public notice can be viewed by clicking on this link: 
http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/10-58.pdf 
October 06, 2010 

MSU Pittsburgh Marine Safety Informational Bulletin (MSIB):

NVIC 2-10 Guidance for Implementation and Enforcement of the Salvage and Marine Firefighting Regulations for Vessel Response Plans:

Please see link listed below for the MSU Pittsburgh Marine Safety Informational Bulletin (MSIB) that has been distributed regarding the publication of Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circular (NVIC) 2-10; Guidance for Implementation and Enforcement of the Salvage and Marine Firefighting Regulations for Vessel Response Plans. Additionally, the MSIB has been published to the MSU Pittsburgh Homeport page under COTP Information; Response; Oil Spill Response
For NVIC 2-10 please see the following link:
http://homeport.uscg.mil/cgi-bin/st/portal/uscg_docs/MyCG/Editorial/20101006/Salvage%20and%20Marine%20Firefighting%20for%20Vessel%20Response%20Plans_2.pdf?id=ff6f45796d74df593ce00ce94da94cf82491619a 
October 07, 2010 

Notice To Navigation Interests No: 10-32 Issued:

8-Hour Closure of Lock Chamber – Lock & Dam 4, Monongahela River Mile 41.5:

Notice is given that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Repair Fleet will be making repairs to the upstream land wall gate which was damaged in a navigation accident. The repair work is scheduled to begin at 07:00 AM and will be completed by 03:00 PM on October 13, 2010.  The 56’ x 720’ lock chamber will be closed to traffic during the work period. No traffic will pass through the lock during the work period. 

For Notice to Navigation Interests No: 10-32 please see the following link:

http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/Nav10-32.pdf 
October 09, 2010

USCG Special Local Regulation:

Allegheny River Mile 0.0 to 3.30 (Full River Closure):

The Coast Guard hereby gives notice that the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh has established a special local regulation for the Head of the Ohio Regatta from mile marker 0.0 (Heinz Quay) to mile marker 3.3 (40th Street Bridge) on the Allegheny River extending the entire width of the river.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the Captain of the Port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the Coast Guard on VHF-FM Channel 16 or the Captain of the Port at 412-644-5808.  The special regulation will enter into effect at 6:30 am until approximately 6:30 pm on Saturday, October 09, 2010.

October 16, 2010

Wellsburg Bridge:

Preliminary Meeting Set:

Greg Meineke with the Seaman’s Church Institute has indicated that the contractor and others have requested a preliminary meeting to discuss the proposed bridge at Wellsburg, WV. The tentative date is currently November 9, 2010 at the Seaman’s Church Institute in Paducah, KY. More information will be distributed as it becomes available.

October 19, 2010

Maxwell Lock Dual Chamber Closure:
Dual Chamber Closure Maxwell Lock & Dam Monongahela River Mile Marker 61.2:

A hydraulic line leak has been discovered at Maxwell L/D.  It will be necessary to close both chambers Tuesday, October 19, 2010 at 06:00 a.m. to repair the leak.  The closure will last approximately 8 hours.  A contractor is scheduled to come in to freeze the line, as there are no isolation valves in the system at this location.  

