Operations and Readiness Division





    8 October 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  October 2003 Meeting

REPORT ON LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS TO NAVIGATION

1.  The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays to navigation interests through 

30 November 2003.

Emsworth L/D, Ohio River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet is renovating the filling valves and operating machinery in the 110ft x 600ft lock chamber during the period from   08 September through 11 October 2003.  The small 56ft x 360ft lock chamber will be closed to navigation traffic during this 34-day work period.  The large 110ft x 600ft lock chamber will have a width restriction of approximately 105 feet as bulkheads will have to be set on the face of the middle wall inside the large chamber.  Intermittent closures, averaging 24 hours per week, of the large 110ft x 600ft lock chamber are expected to occur during the setting and removal of the bulkheads.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 03-28 and No. 03-46)

Hildebrand L/D, Monongahela River - A contractor for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will be conducting maintenance dredging in the lock chamber and downstream lock approach at Hildebrand between the hours of 7:00 AM and 5:00 PM Mondays through Fridays starting on 27 October 2003.  There will be some restrictions for use of the single 84ft x 600ft lock chamber.  Only minor delays are expected.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 03-48)

Pike Island L/D, Ohio River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will make repairs to the middle wall filling valve and operating machinery in the 110ft x 1200ft river lock chamber.  Work is scheduled to begin on 20 October 2003 and will be complete on 7 November 2003.  The 110ft x 600ft land lock chamber will be closed to navigation traffic during the work period.  The 110ft x 1200ft river chamber will remain open with intermittent delays expected.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 03-35)

Hannibal L/D, Ohio River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will make repairs to the river wall emptying valve and operating machinery in the 110ft x 1200ft river lock chamber.  Work is scheduled to begin on 10 November 2003 and will be complete on 26 November 2003.  The 110ft x 600ft land lock chamber will be closed to navigation traffic during the work period.  The 110ft x 1200ft river chamber will remain open with intermittent delays expected.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 03-42)  

Allegheny River Seasonal Lock Closures - Locks 7, 8 & 9 will be closed for the winter season effective 20 October 2003.  Locks 5 & 6 will be closed for normal winter shutdown effective 9 November 2003.  Commercial operators desiring appointment lockages  must make arrangements at least 24 hours in advance during the hours of 7:30 AM to 3:00 PM, Monday thru Friday, at the Ohio-Allegheny River Area Office, 412/395-7650.
Monongahela River Seasonal Lock Closures – Hildebrand L/D and Opekiska L/D will probably be closed for the winter season starting in December 2003.  Appointment lockage procedures will be detailed in a Navigation Notice.

2.  The Repair / Maintenance Schedule for 2004 and 2005 is currently being prepared and will be distributed to the Waterways Association for review on or about 31 October 2003.  A meeting will then be set up in mid-November to discuss all issues regarding the schedule.
3.  The following Internet sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information:


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:



http://www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:   

            http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil/current/
c. Pittsburgh District Navigation Notices:            http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/navrpt.htm                

4.  Jim Rockovich will be Acting Chief of Operations Division, and Al Rogalla will be Acting Assistant Chief of Operations Division until a new Chief of Operations Division is named.

                                                                                JAMES J. ROCKOVICH, P.E.           

                                                                                Acting Chief, Operations and Readiness

                                                                                    Division                                               
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh Meeting 09/10/03
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA
For the latest river and weather forecasts--www.erh.noaa.gov/pit
WEATHER RECAP
Rainfall averaged 4.00 - 4.50 inches in the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio River basins or about 0.50 to 1.25 inches above normal.  The largest rain fall totals of 8.00 - 9.5 inches were reported in the headwaters of the Cheat River basin.
During the first week of September the major rivers in the region rose 3 - 5 feet with the exception of the Ohio River which rose 6 - 8 feet. Following Tropical Storm Isabel, rises were generally 3-6 feet, but the Cheat River rose 11 - 14 feet in less than 12 hours. The Allegheny River basin was the least affected area by Isabel with rises of only 1 -2 feet.  

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation  was 3.47 inches which is 0.26 of an inch above normal. Temperature averaged 0.9 degrees/day below normal.

For the first 7 days of October temperatures have been 10.4 degrees/day below normal , precipitation was 0.40  inches or 0.14 of an inch below  normal. Since 1 January precipitation at the airport is 32.13  inches or 1.87 inches above normal.
RIVER FLOWS

Rivers were well above normal at the beginning of September as a result of repeated thunderstorms during the last week of August and the first few days of September.  During the second week of the month, Rivers receded and were near normal just before Isabel moved through the area on 18-19 Sep. Following the passage of Isabel, rivers remained much above normal through the end of the month.  Currently flows on the Allegheny, Monongahela and Ohio Rivers are 3 to 5 times the long term median flow.

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

High water potential is above normal on the all rivers in the region.  Rivers remain above normal,  groundwater levels are high and soils are moist for early autumn. A widespread 2.5 to 3.0 inches of rain in 12 to 24 hours is needed to bring the major rivers to bank full.  

WEATHER FORECAST









Today: Mostly sunny. High near 75.

Tonight: Mostly clear. Low near 50.

Thursday: Partly sunny. High in the lower 70s.

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy. Low near 50.

Friday: Partly sunny. High in the upper 60s.

Friday Night: partly cloudy. Low in the upper 40s.

Saturday: Partly cloudy. A chance of showers late in the day. High near 70.

Sunday: Partly cloudy with a chance of showers. Low in the upper 40s. High in the upper 60s.

Monday: Partly cloudy. Low near 45. High around 60

Tuesday: Partly cloudy. Chance of showers late. Low near 45. High around 60.

The 8 to 14 day forecast is for below normal temperature and above normal rainfall.

The October Outlook is for near normal temperatures and rainfall.

The Nov-Dec-Jan Outlook is for near normal temperature and rainfall.
