Operations and Readiness Division





    13 October 2004

MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  October 2004 Meeting
ITEMS OF INTEREST  TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 31 December 2004.

Lock & Dam 4, Monongahela River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers contractor at Lock 4 (Charleroi) removed the small 56ft x 360ft lock chamber from operation on 12 April 2004.  Thus the large 56ft x 720ft lock chamber is the only means to transit Charleroi until construction of the new 84ft x 720ft river lock chamber is completed in the next 10-12 years.  The contractor is continuing work to prepare the river lock chamber for future construction of the new river wall.  On 27 September the Corps accepted the bid of $96,553,429 from A Joint Venture of Trumbull Corporation and Brayman Construction Corporation for construction of the new lock river wall at Charleroi.  It is anticipated that the Notice to Proceed will not be issued until June 2005.

New Cumberland L/D, Ohio River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet was scheduled to repair the River Wall Filling Valve at Pike Island L/D, Ohio River starting 

18 October 2004.  Due to problems with the Land Wall Emptying Valve at New Cumberland L/D, Ohio River the scheduled valve work at Pike Island has been cancelled so the Repair Fleet can work on the Land Wall Emptying Valve at New Cumberland during that period.  The work at New Cumberland is scheduled to start on 18 October 2004 and be complete on 2 November 2004.  The small 110ft x 600ft lock chamber will be closed during this 16-day work period.  The 110ft x 1200ft lock chamber will be open to river traffic.  Minor delays to navigation are anticipated.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 04-43) 

Hannibal L/D, Ohio River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will replace the River Wall Filling Valve and renovate its operating machinery.  The work is scheduled to start on 4 November 2004 and be complete on 19 November 2004.  The small 110ft x 600ft lock chamber will be closed during this 16-day work period.  The 110ft x 1200ft lock chamber will be open to river traffic except as noted.  The large 110ft x 1200ft lock chamber will be closed for two periods, not to exceed 24-hours each, during the removal of the old valve and during the installation of the new valve.  Additional large chamber closures up to 4 hours will occur periodically during the job to move valve parts and equipment.  During these intermittent closures of the large lock chamber, the small 110ft x 600ft lock chamber will be used to pass river traffic with a double lockage being the maximum acceptable tow.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 04-44)  

Lock 5, Allegheny River -  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will replace the upstream lock gates in the 56-ft x 360-ft lock chamber.  The work is scheduled for 7-9 December 2004.  No river traffic will be able to pass through Lock 5 during this 3-day period.

2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.

a. Daily Navigation Conditions:



www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:   

            wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil/current/
c. Pittsburgh District Navigation Notices:  
            www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm    

3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST

Lock 2, C.W. Bill Young (Lock 3) and Lock 4 on the Allegheny River are no longer providing haulage assistance for the second cut of a triple lockage for commercial vessels.  The Corps will continue to provide haulage assistance for the first cut of a double or triple lockage.  Commercial tows requiring triple lockages must have the towboat accompany the second cut through the lock.  After securing the first and second cuts on the lock guide wall, the towboat will be locked back through to accompany the third cut through the lock (double trip). (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 04-30)

CEWAAG: CORPS of ENGINEERS WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION ADVISORY GROUP - Based upon discussions at last month’s meeting, an Ad Hoc group met to discuss Terminal Operator and Towing Industry perspectives on the proposed staffing of the navigation locks in the Pittsburgh District. Those perspectives and recommendations were considered in the most recent Reorganization Assessment Team proposal to the Commander and to the Great Lakes and Ohio River Division Office, and influenced the decision to add 26 L/D personnel to the new District organization.  

We are also interested in scheduling another CEWAAG meeting and request a date and time that is convenient for the Waterways Association; please contact me with your preferred meeting date, time and location. 

                                                                                    RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD







Chief, Operations and Readiness Division         
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. of Pittsburgh Meeting 10/13/04

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.erh.noaa.gov/er/pbz 
WEATHER RECAP

Rain fell on only four days in September, but three of those days were associated with the remnants of Hurricanes Frances and Ivan which both interacted with cold fronts stalled across the region.
Rainfall was above normal for the 13th consecutive month. In the Ohio River basin rainfall averaged 8.5 inches or 5.5 inches above normal.  Rainfall averaged 7.0 – 7.5 inches in the Allegheny River basin or 3.5 - 4.5 inches above normal. In the Monongahela River basin rainfall averaged about 6.0 inches or 3.0 inches above normal. The axis of heaviest rainfall for Hurricane Ivan was just south of the greatest rain amounts from Hurricane Frances. Near the axis of heavy rain for both storms, countywide average rainfalls were above 9 inches.

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 10.06 inches, which was 6.85 inches above normal and is the fifth highest monthly rainfall on record. Temperature averaged 1.8 degrees/day above normal.  

For the first 11 days of October temperatures have been 1.9 degrees/day below normal and rainfall was 0.06 inches or 0.77 of an inch below normal. Since 1 January the total precipitation has been 48.33 inches, which is 17.79 inches above normal. The normal annual precipitation is 37.85 inches.

RIVER FLOWS

Prior to the excessive rains produced by the remnants of Hurricane Frances on 8 September, river flows were already above normal in the Ohio and Allegheny River basins and near normal in the Monongahela River basin. Rains from Hurricane Ivan produced crests along the Allegheny River just under the 100 year flood frequency, and on the Ohio River crests were just under the 50 year flood frequency. With only light rain following the flooding at mid month, rivers receded quickly, but flows remain above normal with the exception of the Monongahela River where flows were near normal.

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

High water potential is near normal. Rivers flows are 100 to 150 percent of normal. Groundwater levels are high, and soils are moist. A widespread 2.5 to 3.0 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring the major rivers to bank full.      
WEATHER FORECAST
Wednesday:  Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of showers. High near 65.
Wednesday night: Mostly cloudy with a 40 percent chance of showers. Low in the upper 40s.
Thursday: Mostly cloudy with a 40 percent chance of showers. High near 60.
Thursday Night:  Mostly cloudy with a 40 percent chance of showers. Low in the lower 40s. 
Friday: Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of showers. High near 55.
Friday Night:  Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of showers. Low near 40.
Saturday:  Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of showers. High near 50.
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy. Low in the upper 30s.
Sunday:  Partly cloudy. High near 55.
Monday: Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of showers. Low near 40. High near 60.
The 8 to 14 day forecast is for above normal temperature and near normal precipitation.
The Oct Outlook is for near normal temperatures and precipitation.

The Nov-Dec-Jan Outlook is for near normal temperature and near precipitation. 
