

October Meeting Highlights


Thirty-two Waterways members & guests gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the October 8th luncheon meeting.  Mark Devinney conducted the meeting in Jack English’s absence.  The following guests were recognized:  Mike Hennessey of CONSOL and speakers Justin Wright and Elizabeth Reid from Deloitte Consulting LLP.
Bob Shema of Marion Hill Associates informed the membership that the B-25 Recovery Group, in partnership with the Heinz History Center, will hold a Pre-Search meeting in preparation of an underwater high-tech electronic and commercial diver search for the Missing B-25 Bomber in the Monongahela River on October 10 & 11.
Coast Guard News
CDR Wischmann reported on the following:
· A TWIC Implementation presentation will be held at the end of the luncheon and speakers Justin Wright and Elizabeth Reid were welcomed to the meeting.

· Sector Ohio Valley will be conducting TWIC outreach calls in order to discern the status/level of TWIC compliance throughout the Sector.  In addition, MSU will be conducting TWIC outreach specific to the Pittsburgh port-wide area (MSU Pittsburgh’s area of responsibility) in the coming weeks to gain insights into compliance issues and to ensure that applicable maritime industries are compliant or preparing to be by the December deadline.  
· Recognition and thanks was given to the Army Corps of Engineers, Navigation Committee, Port of Pittsburgh Commission, CONSOL Energy, Ingram Barge, Gateway Clipper and other participants for the successful 250th Celebration. CDR Wischmann commented on the large scale of the weekend events and that virtually no incidents occurred despite the complexity of operations.
· With completion of the Port-Wide Risk Management and Mitigation Plan, administration will begin on the 2007 Port Security Grant Supplemental process, as well as the 2008 grants when those funds are made available.  Members were encouraged to complete the appropriate grant application forms as soon as possible.  Please see the Port of Pittsburgh’s website for more information.
· The eighth Marine Incident Summit meeting will be scheduled for November or December – date is TBD.
· Rex Woodward added that a Navigation and Inspection Circular (NVIC 04-08) was recently published that provides guidance for evaluating the physical and medical conditions of applicants for merchant mariner's documents, licenses, certificates of registry and STCW endorsements, collectively referred to as "credentials."
Army Corps of Engineers
Dave Sneberger presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
The Pittsburgh 250th Celebration provided a wonderful opportunity to share will a larger audience what the Corp does and issues that face them in the Pittsburgh region.
National Weather Service
   
William Drzal presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Jim McCarville reported on the following:

· A dinner was held for the new Lakes/River Division Commander, Brigadier General Peabody.  This dinner provided an opportunity to provide insight to the issues and challenges that our region faces.
· The Port of Pittsburgh Commission held a Flotilla Cruise that featured a boat parade of more than 100 vessels of all kinds honoring the Pittsburgh 250th Celebration.  This celebration provided strong publicity the maritime industry.
· A reporter from the Tribune Review may be contacting some Waterways members due to the continuing resolution status on Corp projects.  The Emsworth Project appears to be 100% federal funded at this time ($25 million).  However, the Mon River Project appears to have no funds allotted due to the trust fund shortage or it could be as low at $6 million.  The lack of funding for this project would move completion date back to 2020 – 2022.  This issue may not be resolved until a budget resolution is passed sometime in February or March of 2009.
Navigation Committee Report
  
Eunice Ratcliff presented the following report on behalf of Michael Somales:
· A review of the Fox Chapel permit has been completed and a rejection letter has been forwarded to the Corp due to the negative impact on navigational safety through that area.

· The Navigation Committee will be working with the B-25 Recovery Group to insure navigational safety during the October 10 & 11 river survey and diving operations being completed.

· Shoaling has been reported between the arrival point and the lower land wall at Lock #3 & Lock #4 Allegheny River.  The Navigation Committee is currently working with the ACOE to have soundings taken in these areas.  The results will be reported to industry.
Legislative Committee Report
Mark Devinney noted that all the information available under the Legislative report has been provided under the Port of Pittsburgh Commission report.

On behalf of the Waterway Association of Pittsburgh Nominating Committee, Mark presented the 2009/2010 Slate of Officers:


President


William Porter, Ingram Barge


Vice President

Michael Somales, CONSOL


Secretary


John Dillner, Dillner Storage


Treasurer


Dan Lacek, Gateway Clipper Fleet


Board of Directors
David McQuiston, Thomson, Rhodes & Cowie






Patrick McGuire, ELG Metals

This slate of officers will be voted on at the Annual Membership Meeting held in January.

Speakers
Justin Wright and Elizabeth Reid conducted the attached TWIC Compliance presentation.
November Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for November 12, 2008 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. A power point presentation from the National Waterways Foundation will be presented at this meeting.  Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, November 6th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.  
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
November 12, 2008 at Noon
Luncheon: 

Pittsburgh Wedding Soup

Chicken Marsala sautéed w/marsala wine mushroom sauce

Rice Pilaf

Apple Crisp
SPEAKER:  National Waterways Foundation Presentation
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, November 6th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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