RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for the Joint Huntington/Pittsburgh Waterways Association Meeting 10/12/2022
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA
For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh and weather.gov/rlx

WEATHER RECAP
Precipitation was above normal for the upper Ohio Valley as a result of a system at the beginning of September. Further
south along the Ohio, conditions were much drier as is noted in the monthly precipitation at Huntington and Parkersburg.
Temperatures were near or slightly below average across the entire region.
Location

Sept 2021
Precipitation

Departure
(Inches)

Since Jan 1

Parkersburg
Huntington
Pittsburgh

1.96
1.45
5.15

-1.22
-1.71
+1.85

36.53 (+2.68)
40.43 (+4.38)
35.39 (+3.76)

OUTLOOK
Rest of this week: Cold front passage Thursday followed by dry and seasonably cool conditions through Saturday.
Another frontal passage projected for Sunday.
Week of the 17th: Upper trough over the Great Lakes will keep temperatures below normal with a chance for rain
showers (and possibly wet snow) through much of the week.
Week of the 24th: Temperatures remain near or below normal with precipitation slightly below average.
Outlook for November: Temperatures near or slightly below normal and precipitation near normal.
Outlook for December: Temperatures near or slightly below normal and precipitation near normal.
Winter Outlook: La Nina projected to continue (Triple Dip La Nina).
La Ninas generally result in wetter winters. Depending on placement of the polar jet could be snow, rain or mix. Greater
percentage of La Nina winters result in temperatures slightly above average. However, big switch between our last two
La Nina winters. Temp and Precip close to normal but more snow in year 1, slightly warmer and wet (less snow
however) in year 2. In 4 other ‘Triple Dip La Nina’ Years, temperature was split (2 warm, 2 cold). Will have to look at
other shorter range teleconnections to help get a good handle on finer details.
HIGH WATER POTENTIAL
Main Stem Rivers are running near normal with the precipitation observed over the last 30 days. Given this, it will take
2.50-3.00 in a 12 hour period to reach bankfull.

7 Day rain forecast

Winter Outlook – Preliminary
Typical La Nina

